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A group shot from the Untokening 2016 Atlanta Conference. Follow and support their work here.

eople of color in the transportation industry are calling on their white counterparts to

make concrete, public commitments to confront their history of racism and join

BIPOC in building an antiracist transportation landscape — and shared many
resources authored by their fellow PoC leaders to help them do that vital work.

Here’s Tamika Butler, who is the director of equity and inclusion as well as the director of
planning for California at Toole Design, sharing wisdom for organizations whose recent
solidarity statements rang hollow. (Leaders outside the transportation space should listen to
this message, t0o.)

Tamika Butler ’
@TamikaButler
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Making a statement isn't a statement. It's the least you
can do. Make the statement. Include what you're
actually going to do as a company. Include some
concrete actions that cannot fall to POCs. This will
involve change & those in power letting some of it go.
Then do something.
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Replying to @TamikaButler

Then repeat on the speaking about it, articulating what you're
actually going to do, & then actually doing it & holding
yourself accountable. These headlines will leave the
mainstream news eventually, but we'll still be black, we'll still
be here, these companies..time will tell.

Tamika Butler
@TamikaButler

And stop being afraid of saying Black. If you're not
ready for this kind of change and a statement really
seems like all you can manage, then get out of the way
for those who are ready to lead.

3:39 PM - Jun 1, 2020 ©)
) 51 8 See Tamika Butler's other Tweets
Naomi Doerner, a core organizer of mobility-justice collective The Untokening, also

challenged organizations to ask themselves a deeper set of questions in this public facebook
post.
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External facing statements by white-led organizations about racial justice

and solidarity WITHOUT internal actions to dismantle and undo white
supremacy are empty.

So, what are your internal actions?
What are you doing differently now vs. yesterday?
How are you changing your practices? Your policies? Your processes?

How and who are you funding and/or working with? What is your budget?
Who is in leadership?

Because this is your actual statement.

Saying you're aren't racist and being in solidarity with Black and brown
folx--when the world is on fire--ain't the same as seeking justice and
being anti-racist and ROOTING OUT anti-Blackness when you,
personally, can't see or feel the flames.

But now you feel the flames, so...yeah.

#justiceforgeorgefloyd #nojusticenopeace

Oo Angie Schmitt and 82 others 4 Comments 10 Shares

Source: Naomi Doerner

Keith Benjamin, director of the Charleston, S.C., Department of Transportation, gave white
leaders an enormous gift: a playbook of resources authored primarily by people of color to
help apply an antiracist lens to their work. Here’s the start of the thread to whet your
appetite, but we recommend clicking through and reading the whole thing.

Keith Benjamin @rkbtwo - Jun 2, 2020 s 4

{A THREAD} One of the dangers of this moment for white
counterparts in placemaking is to be invigorated to “do
something” instead of just picking up the best practices,
voices and research of women/black ppl/white allies from the
last 5+ years and put that work to work.

Keith Benjamin
@rkbtwo

It is important that we amplify, fund and implement the
work of people and organizations that have already
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spoken loudly on the intersection of place and race.
With that in mind I've decided to interrupt your
lunchtime to do some amplifying...here we go...

9:02 AM - Jun 2, 2020 ©)
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A study from 2008-2011 in NYC found bans on sidewalk
biking to be enforced disproportionately in Black and Latino
communities marijuana-arrests.com/docs/Criminal-...

Keith Benjamin
@rkbtwo

Heather Smith (@strangerworks) wrote about Fort
Lauderdale Police disproportionately giving 86% of
their tickets for biking violations between 2010-2013 to
African Americans

https://usa.streetsblog.org/2020/06/03/poc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community/ 4/13


https://twitter.com/rkbtwo/status/1267849143248134145?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849143248134145%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849143248134145%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F&tweet_id=1267849143248134145
https://twitter.com/rkbtwo/status/1267849143248134145?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849143248134145%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://twitter.com/rkbtwo?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849364040540162%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://twitter.com/rkbtwo/status/1267849273414234115?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849364040540162%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://twitter.com/rkbtwo?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849364040540162%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://twitter.com/rkbtwo/status/1267849273414234115?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849364040540162%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://twitter.com/rkbtwo/status/1267849143248134145?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849364040540162%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://t.co/4vLvhI4fgA?amp=1
https://twitter.com/rkbtwo/status/1267849273414234115/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849364040540162%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://twitter.com/rkbtwo?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849364040540162%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://twitter.com/rkbtwo?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849364040540162%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://twitter.com/strangerworks?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1267849364040540162%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
https://t.co/pM2MV95uPN?amp=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet/?text=PoC%20Leaders%20Demand%20Anti-Racism%20from%20Transportation%20Community&url=https://usa.streetsblog.org/2020/06/03/poc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community/&via=StreetsblogUSA
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://usa.streetsblog.org/2020/06/03/poc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community/
mailto:?body=PoC%20Leaders%20Demand%20Anti-Racism%20from%20Transportation%20Community%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2020%2F06%2F03%2Fpoc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community%2F
javascript:window.print()
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://usa.streetsblog.org/2020/06/03/poc-transportation-leaders-call-for-antiracist-action-from-their-community/

7/12/2020 PoC Leaders Demand Anti-Racism from Transportation Community — Streetsblog USA

“Biking while black” is a thing, too
A Fort Lauderdale bike registry program aimed to reduce theft, but
it also gave cops a reason to stop cyclists, and — surprise! — ...

& grist.org
9:03 AM - Jun 2, 2020 ®

O 244 () 74 people are Tweeting about this

Keith Benjamin @rkbtwo - Jun 2, 2020 y
Replying to @rkbtwo

2011 work from @AL_Research "Do All Children Have Places
to Be Active? Disparities in Access to Physical Activity
Environments in Racial and Ethnic Minority and Lower-Income
Communities” activelivingresearch.org/do-all-childre...

Keith Benjamin
@rkbtwo

In 2013 Hamzat Sani (@Ham2dacheez) started an
Equity Advisory Council to rethink our strategies for
engaging w/communities of color youth & women but
never got the support & resources needed to sustain.
We need more co-empowered leadership spaces like
this
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Dr. @urbanadonia is someone | continue to admire. In 2014
she launched a "Seeing & Believing" visual campaign as a
critique of #VisionZero and amplification of racial
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Transportation, Culture, & Resistance”
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Twitter Chat on #Untokening of Mobility Advocacy Explores Costs of
Tokenization

By Sahra Sulaiman | Oct 4, 2017

"But whatever you do," the head of the history department told me, "do not use words like ‘'multicultural.’
Parents will call to ask what on earth we're teaching their kids."
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| don't think @WiFi_Murray @KieraSmalls & @cfk82 get
enough credit for writing the book on implementing equitable
bike-share in Black/Brown communities. Follow their
blueprint-they deserve all of the flowers:
betterbikeshare.org/wp-content/upl...

Keith Benjamin
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Back in 2015, | wrote about the historical urban
plannina decisions that exasperated ineauities throuah
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place after coming back from Baltimore serving the
North Mount community where Freddie Gray was from
and killed usa.streetsblog.org/2015/05/11/bal...
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Countless other resources are available on Twitter, including resources for those in all the

built-environment professions who want to take antiracist action — we highly recommend
exploring the Twitter feeds of leading BIPOC urbanists like these.

You can learn more about the work of Tamika, Keith and Naomi at their social-media
accounts linked above, and you can become a sponsor of The Untokening here.
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Tamika Butler to Step Down as Head of LA County Bicycle Coalition

By Sahra Sulaiman | Jun 16, 2017

Perhaps the most powerful thing Butler did during her tenure was to consistently give of herself to crea
space for others on the margins in a field where there is currently precious little.

Justice-Oriented Mobility Advocates to “Untokenize” Active Transportation
Movement at November Convening

By Sahra Sulaiman | Sep 21,2016

The Token One He was so glad I had “talked about people of color committing violence against other
people of color,” he gushed, shaking my hand. My eyebrows shot up. The focus of my talk at last

October’s CalBike’s annual summit had been the extent to which the socio-economic and cultural

U RSIDED

landscapes of a community [...]

What Legacy Will You Leave for Racial Justice?
By Courtney Cobbs | Jun 5, 2020

I hope that you make choices today that you will be proud to stand by later in the quest for a more just
society.
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Mobility Justice Advocates Gather in Leimert Park for Untokening California

By Sahra Sulaiman | Nov 10, 2017

She had had enough of hearing her community spoken about in offensive ways by well- (and not-so-
well-) meaning planners and advocates, enough of giving 110 percent of herself only to realize a fraction
of what she put forward was being seen as having value, enough of how disinterested those with power
over what happened in marginalized communities remained in the larger picture, and enough of being

tokenized.
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Equity, Open Streets and the Murder of Ahmaud Arbery

By Courtney Cobbs | May 11, 2020
For Black and Brown people to feel completely safe walking, biking, or just existing in public space, we

need to make fundamental changes in the way our society is structured.
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Don't Let the School Bus be COVID-19’s Next Victim
Secure Bike Parking Pilot Will Not Happen
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Why Street Vendors Belong on Our Post-Quarantine Streets

Talking Headways Podcast: The Urban Mystique, Part II
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