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‘People Before Highways’ Author Picked to Head
Boston’s New Equity Cabinet
By Christian MilNeil Jun 30, 2020 0 COMMENTS

Dr. Karilyn Crockett, the City of Boston's new Chief of Equity, at a press conference on June 29, 2020. Courtesy of
the Ciy of Boston.

r. Karilyn Crockett, a Lecturer in Public Policy & Urban Planning at MIT and author
of People Before Highways, will lead the City of Boston’s efforts to promote equity
and racial justice in city government as Mayor Walsh’s new Chief of Equity.

Dr. Crockett will lead a new cabinet-level of�ce, which Mayor Marty Walsh announced last
week after a contentious budget debate. The new of�ce is being described as a cross-
departmental effort “to embed equity into all city work” and dismantle racism by
“supporting communities of color and marginalized groups across all departments, and
building equitable governmental structures to sustain this work,” according to a city press
release. 
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Mayor Walsh announced Dr. Crockett’s appointment at a press event on Monday.

“Karilyn is one of the most intelligent people I know, and I am so honored to welcome her
back to city government to take the helm of this new role,” said the Mayor. “I am con�dent
that with her leadership, together we will combat systemic racism and inequities in every
single way that city government touches people’s lives.”

Dr. Crockett joined StreetsblogMASS earlier this month to discuss her book, People Before
Highways, a chronicle of anti-highway activist movements in the Boston region in the
1960s. The book was the inaugural pick for the StreetsBooksMASS book club.

During the conversation, Dr. Crockett, who grew up in Dorchester, discussed how the kinds
of questions raised in the region’s 1960s anti-highway movement are still relevant today, as
communities of color still struggle with the economic and environmental impacts of 20th-
century urban renewal and highway construction projects.

“There’s a question about what infrastructure do we need, whom does it serve, and to what
end?” asked Dr. Crockett. “And what do you do with those kinds of questions in the midst of
a climate crisis? Now we have to ask very different questions about the kind of infrastructure
that we intend to build, who it serves, and how we can save our lives.”
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How Did the North End’s Car Owners Steal a Public Playground?
By Christian MilNeil | Jul 30, 2020

An overlooked parking lot in the North End is technically a public park.
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Designing Protected Bike Lanes That Any City Can Afford
By Kea Wilson | Jul 29, 2020

The 'Build a Better Barrier' competition sought new ideas for low-cost protected bike lane barriers.

Poll Finds Strong Support for ‘Big Changes’ in Commonwealth’s
Transportation Systems
By Christian MilNeil | Jul 29, 2020

Two-thirds of respondents agreed that the state should "make big changes to the transportation system

coming out of the COVID-19 crisis."
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Lawmakers Are Poised to Reform Fare Enforcement on the T
By Christian MilNeil | Jul 28, 2020

In addition authorizing debt spending for hundreds of infrastructure projects across the Commonwealth,

the multi-billion dollar bond package that the Massachusetts Senate passed earlier this month would

also make signi�cant reforms to how the MBTA enforces fare payments on its trains, buses, and ferries.

The Commonwealth’s current fare evasion law sets large penalties for people […]
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Guest Column: A Call for Reparations in the Built Environment of Cities
By Dr. Destiny Thomas | Jul 27, 2020

Boston Proposes 2-Way Protected Bikeway for Mass. Ave. in Dorchester
By Christian MilNeil | Jul 27, 2020

In the city's proposal, the westernmost lane of Mass. Ave. would be converted into a protected bicycle

path, separated from traf�c with low concrete barriers.
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