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If You Love Cycling, You Need to
Have Uncomfortable Conversations
About Race
DISCUSSIONS THAT LEAD TO MEANINGFUL CHANGE WILL DEFINE THE SUCCESS AND THE FUTURE OF OUR
SPORT.
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W hen I ride my bike it feels as if I am doing my part to carve a path for
other people of color in cycling. Being a black cyclist hopefully means
that small actions on my part help break down the belief that people

of color don’t ride bikes.

RELATED STORIES

I Love Being a Black Cyclist, But It's Exhausting

I Dream of a Day I Can ‘Just Stick to Cycling’

To be black is to wake up and navigate a world that feels like it is not designed for
you to succeed. A world in which your best efforts, while good enough, may not be
rewarded because of the color of your skin. A world in which trivial and critical
decisions that affect your life are made every day without your best interest being
considered. You become aware of this at a young age and you receive daily reminders
of this throughout your life. If you fancy stepping out of your comfort zone then you
are constantly navigating spaces that feel like they are not meant for you. To be black
is a daily decision to assimilate, become more palatable, and dampen perceived
threats, versus displaying the beauty and individuality of their personality. We carry
these burdens into every experience. Cycling is no different.


I believe that true diversity and inclusion strengthen

industries and societies.

Sydney Garrison

https://www.bicycling.com/culture/a33328410/bikes-race-ayesha-mcgowan/
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M O R E  F R O M

Folks don’t like to have uncomfortable conversations, especially about race. I get it.
Some people have a worldview that is ltered through a lens of fear of the unknown
or they just simply lack the curiosity or empathy to learn about another person’s
experiences. But, as we all know, ignoring something doesn’t make it go away. And in
the end, I believe that true diversity and inclusion strengthen industries and societies.
So if you love cycling then having discussions that lead to meaningful change will
dene the success of the future of the sport we all love.

I think it is important to acknowledge that people of color can excel at any sport.
They don’t lack ability. So when you look at the professional and even amateur levels
of any sport and you see few faces of color then you have to ask yourself what is
lacking. Is it resources or opportunity or something else? I’m condent we can root
the causes and make cycling more welcoming to all.

Monica Garrison, 41, is a writer, photographer, and founder of Black Girls Do Bike.

M O R E  S T O R I E S  F R O M  B L A C K  P E O P L E  W H O  L O V E  B I K E S  

.

https://www.blackgirlsdobike.com/
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Why We Must Talk About Race Black Riders Are Stopped By Police More Often

How Bike Riders Can Be Anti-Racist
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I Dream of a Day I Can ‘Just Stick to Cycling’ I Love Being a Black Cyclist, But It's Exhausting

No, Bikes Don't Discriminate. But Cyclists Do. What It’s Like to Be Black For a Day

Ask Yourself, Who Gets Left Behind in Cycling? Nelson Vails: Black Lives Matter Opened My
Eyes
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Newsletter Press Room

Give A Gift Being Green

About Bicycling Customer Service

Why Did I Get This Ad? Community Guidelines

Subscribe Advertise Online

Other Hearst Subscriptions

Bicycling participates in various a�liate marketing programs, which means we may get paid commissions on editorially
chosen products purchased through our links to retailer sites.

Hearst Men's and
Enthusiast Media
Group - A Part of
Hearst Digital Media
A Part of Hearst Digital Media

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsua4UBXvkIW4q-OvYbld97TE3zCU5wtWSqUcpqDcZZNu7vVkpRxJ77_ff1-UItPxjcYN3KTu-UO-3N-ULiTwCHhM49Rx7uGmR5Ij333MKwKjfG8kaNV03FnQRAVwSXYdwwBuiujU1_kg4Gt-koo9dlvv_P0mvwmC2BtQPJPYyzPniCyIWec68C9MbaxrFRkisabAIw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGfaP_3Y7KP8&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjssUdRYf4JSe9YQNqkSC-_rqwVlQLhpNjtPPLw1isQopRB0ht8dHOVieTNuozQutTNDWj-R6R7Wswp5-aNHHP3RKfKNnIKVVH72QFVpYbZR9tSdgodoHfRJS_1EE45Nb7DBM9J96LYTxGqUQnwnrPz5fvZHqvSV-mVZJDWXsRv5fhvrcYUVXjwLKySbPHKXXt-K2pjAOCkvfeYesPA2N0IkFLEc_5TVBPEayPM0rcbh6pUGUCYoU9SnV32yCdrqV0HhPge5KXkvuVtKYMmim9uyQ94s%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzI-7UG2tSgHPEAE%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/113675%253B4050628%253B1882003%253B211%253B0/%253Fft_section%253D24458244_278703126_472789554_135615202%2526ft_custom%253D278703126%2526ft_width%253D1%2526ft_height%253D1%2526url%253Dhttps://tags.bluekai.com/site/79537%253Fphint%253Devent%25253Dclick%2526phint%253Daid%25253D9109756%2526phint%253Dpid%25253D278703126%2526phint%253Dcid%25253D24458244%2526phint%253Dcrid%25253D135615202%2526done%253Dhttps://www.disneyplus.com/%25253Fcid%25253DDSS-Display-HearstNetwork-24458244-278703126-472789554-135615202
https://www.bicycling.com/culture/
https://www.bicycling.com/culture/a32783551/cycling-talk-fight-racism/
https://www.bicycling.com/culture/a33328410/bikes-race-ayesha-mcgowan/
https://www.bicycling.com/health-nutrition/a20032965/everything-you-need-to-know-about-glycogen/
https://www.bicycling.com/culture/a33315102/bikes-warren-logan/
https://www.bicycling.com/news/a31264509/coronavirus-pro-cycling/
https://www.bicycling.com/culture/a33314169/bikes-christopher-stricklen/
https://www.facebook.com/bicyclingmag
https://twitter.com/bicyclingmag
https://www.pinterest.com/bicyclingmag
https://www.instagram.com/bicyclingmag/
https://www.youtube.com/user/BicyclingMag
https://www.bicycling.com/newsletter
http://www.hearst.com/newsroom
https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/subscribe/splits/bicycling/bic_gift_nav_link?source=bic_gift_nav_footer
http://beinggreen.hearst.com/
https://www.bicycling.com/about/a19436368/about-bicycling/
https://service.bicycling.com/
https://www.bicycling.com/about/a19181506/oba-policy/
https://www.bicycling.com/about/a19181658/community-guidelines/
https://join.bicycling.com/pubs/HR/BIC/BIC1_Plans.jsp?cds_page_id=251593&cds_mag_code=BIC&cds_tracking_code=footernav
https://www.bicycling.com/about/a19181698/advertise-online/
http://subscribe.hearstmags.com/circulation/shared/index.html
https://www.bicycling.com/


7/31/2020 Monica Garrison: If You Love Cycling, You Need to Talk About Race

https://www.bicycling.com/culture/a33314068/bikes-monica-garrison/ 7/7

©2020 Hearst Magazine Media, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Privacy Notice  Your California Privacy Rights  Interest-Based Ads  Terms of Use  Site Map

Do Not Sell My Info

http://www.hearst.com/newsroom/us-magazines-privacy-notice
https://www.hearst.com/newsroom/us-magazines-privacy-notice#_ADDITIONAL_INFO
https://www.hearst.com/newsroom/us-magazines-privacy-notice#_INTEREST_BASED
http://www.hearst.com/newsroom/us-magazines-terms-of-use
https://www.bicycling.com/sitemap/
https://optout.hearstmags.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=A99&cds_page_id=246801&client_id=7c9e3433malhhe1o5asmit2aeb

