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If You Wanna Know What It’s Like to Be
Black For a Day, Be a Cyclist
IT'S A JOKE, BUT I KEEP TELLING IT BECAUSE IT'S TRUE.
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I’
ve made this joke so many times since I rst started riding: “If you wanna know what
to be Black for a day, be a cyclist.”

You know what it’s like when you’re just cruising along, minding your own
business, riding your bike on the shoulder or in the bike lane within the law and then a car,
truck or semi comes buzzing close past you, almost taking you off your bike or almost killing
you while they had a whole other lane they could have been driving in that would not have
just jeopardized your life. That’s what being Black is like everyday—on and off the bike. And,
worst case scenario, you end up getting killed and the driver gets off due to inconsequential
evidence. Sound familiar?

RELATED STORIES

If You Love Cycling, You Need to Talk About Race

Black Riders Are Stopped By Police More Often

I don’t necessarily think about my race or ethnicity every time I clip in on my bike. Hell, I
don’t think I wake up on a regular basis like, "Hello world! Another day as a black man. Let’s
see what struggles I will have to deal with today.” Black people and Black struggle are not
monolithic concepts. It also should not be over-dramatized. We wake up and take care of our
responsibilities like every other culture.


This has been the biggest reality check that we have had in
a long time.

However, imagine having a friend that you spend every day with. You ride and train together,
maybe you even work together and everywhere you go, for some reason, everything you do
is received slightly different. People are either noticeably more awkward around you or they
are noticeably less accepting of you. Being a Black cyclist usually carries a “sore thumb”
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effect along with it. You stand out for no reason in particular based on your skin color
because the sport does not represent us hardly at all.

I started riding in an area that is exceptionally white. All the people I’ve gotten to know are
wonderful people and I attribute almost every opportunity that I’ve ever been given in
cycling to those good white folk in Marin County. I don’t really give people that I don’t like
an opportunity to interact with me long enough to present themselves as a racist. I’m a pretty
good judge of character in that way and anyone who is an overt racist usually isn’t the most
discreet person in the world. I have zero problem calling an individual out on bullshit when I
see it, let alone it being something racist towards me—that would be a huge issue.

ADVERTISEMENT - CONTINUE READING BELOW
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I guess specically in the cycling industry it’s a little different. I don’t have any examples of
people putting Black cyclists in harm’s way whether that be physical harm, nancial harm or
professional harm. But the industry has to start directing attention towards our people that
want to be included.

People are the ones making decisions for companies, brands, and the like. We are not here
sharing our stories with Bicycling because, on May 26th, the world ipped a switch and said,
“Hey, maybe we should be a little more genuine about how we are treating minorities in our
communities.” We are having this discussion because a Black man was killed on camera and
this nation, along with the rest of the world, violently erupted. This has been the biggest
reality check that we have had in a long time. This ALL has come to a head due to unchecked
bad human habits in culture, industry, and everyday life. Stop allowing the status quo to
slide if the status quo is not open to all. Stop excusing behaviors because “that’s just the way
it/he/she/they are.” Why is it essential for us to maintain this mediocrity? We’ve never said
“America, the most mediocre country in the world!” So stop treating it that way. Rant over.

Christopher Stricklen, 34, is a luxury retail sales specialist and photography hobbyist.
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Why We Must Talk About Race Black Riders Are Stopped By Police More Often

How Bike Riders Can Be Anti-Racist I Got Stopped Riding Because I 'Fit' a Description

I Dream of a Day I Can ‘Just Stick to Cycling’ I Love Being a Black Cyclist, But It's Exhausting
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No, Bikes Don't Discriminate. But Cyclists Do. Ask Yourself, Who Gets Left Behind in Cycling?
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