
State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  32  of  39 *NRHP Status Code   3D, 3CD 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 111 East 1st  Street building (No. 6-4) 
B1. Historic Name:    City Health Building 
B2.    Common Name:   City Hall South  
B3. Original Use:  government clinic, office, and mechanical building  B4.  Present Use:  government office building 

*B5. Architectural Style: International Style  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   

Built in 1954 (Los Angeles Times). 
*B7. Moved? ⌧ No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:  Lunden, Hayward, & O’Connor b.  Builder:  Robert E. McKee Co. 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Civic Center for City and County Governments Area:  Los Angeles 
Period of Significance:  1925-1972 Property Type:  building Applicable Criteria:  A/1, C/3 

The City Health Building, renamed City Hall South, was constructed between 1952 and 1954. The building originally featured 
health offices, clinics, and labs, and a central utility plant that heated City Hall north across Main Street and the new Parker Center 
police headquarters east across Los Angeles Street. 

Exterior alterations are minimal;  it is recognizable to its original appearance and period of significance.  The property is an 
excellent example of Civic Center's Modernist embrace in the early 1950s, joining the International Style (Hahn and Mosk county 
buildings) and updated Classicism (Music Center) themes elsewhere in Civic Center.  Later conversion of the building to City Hall 
South further incorporated its location and functions directly into the Civic Center mall and activities.   

City Hall South is eligible for listing in the National and California registers under Criteria A/1 for association with the historic 
planning and development of Civic Center in the 1950s and beyond, and Criteria C/3 for its architectural design with Modernist 
details as the work of a master architect.  While the building represents a significant and distinguishable entity, it also contributes 
to the recommended-eligible Los Angeles Civic Center Historic District, as an integral part of the planning, design, development, 
and operations of the mid 20th century city and county governmental complex. 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

*B12. References:   
“New City Health Building Will Be Dedicated Today” Los Angeles Times, November 29, 1954: 13. 
“’Glass Skyscraper’ Here is Nearing Completion” Los Angeles Times, May 31, 1953, p. E.1. 
 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 

B13. Remarks:  see above 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  J. Steely, F. Smith 
 
*Date of Evaluation:  May 21, 2009 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 

DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code   3D, 3CD 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  33  of  39 *Resource Name or #: 300 North Los Angeles Street building (No. 6-5) 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  Federal Building, North Los Angeles Field Office 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966 (photorevised 1981, minor revision 1994)   T 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. San Bernardino 

  c.  Address:      300 North Los Angeles Street City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012 
  d.  UTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mN (G.P.S.)  
 e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   
 APN: 5161-011-906 
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
The subject property is an eight story, government office building. Constructed in a Brutalist interpretation of the 
International Style, the building is rectangular in plan and is roughly symmetrical. It has a white marble-clad frame, expressed 
in equal sized bays. The recessed darker core fills the volume, extending to just below the framed, flat roof in a recessed upper 
floor. The building core is a solid block, articulated by fixed, ribbon-type windows, and separated by bronze spandrels. 
Spandrel panels feature restrained interplay between vertical ribs. All sides repeat the straightforward theme and spandrel 
motif. The primary entrance, which faces northwest onto Los Angeles Street, is raised and is protected by a simple canopy 
supported on marble-faced columns.  Two tile murals, typical of the period adorn the entrance. The building and its 
associated simple landscaping beds and street trees occupy two parcels along Los Angeles Street between Temple and 
Commercial streets. The subject property is the northeast anchor of the Civic Center.  It is surrounded by other highrise office 
and government buildings.  
 

 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP14. government building, HP7. 3+ story commercial building 

*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building  Structure Object Site District ⌧Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View southwest, March 16, 2009,  P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 

Photograph # 0620 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
⌧ Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
1965, Los Angeles Times  

*P7.  Owner and Address:  
 
 
 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper, F. Smith, and K. 
Corbett 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 
*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 16, 2009 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")   
Built Environment Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧ Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  ⌧Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  ⌧District Record   Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  34  of  39 *NRHP Status Code   3D, 3CD 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 300 North Los Angeles Street building (No. 6-5) 
B1. Historic Name:     
B2.    Common Name:    Federal Building 
B3. Original Use:   government building B4.  Present Use:  government building 

*B5. Architectural Style: International Style  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   

Built in 1965 (Los Angeles Times) 
*B7. Moved? ⌧ No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:  Welton Becket and Associates, and J.E. Stanton b.  Builder:  Ford J. Twaits Co. and Morrison-Knudsen Co. 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:   Area:   
Period of Significance:   Property Type:   Applicable Criteria:  N/A 

The subject property building was completed in 1965.  It was designed by Welton Becket and Associates, a successful firm 
responsible for numerous civic and commercial buildings in the Los Angeles area. Architect Welton Becket (1902-1969) practiced 
in Los Angeles from the 1930s until his death in 1969. His noted designs include other buildings as well as the Music Center in the 
Los Angeles Civic Center:  Dorothy Chandler Pavilion (1964)  Mark Taper Forum (1967), Santa Monica Civic Auditorium (1959), 
and residential designs in the 1930s for Robert Montgomery and Cesar Romero. Becket’s designs were notably modern in the 1930s 
when the style was controversial. At the time of his death in 1969, Welton Becket and Associates was one of the largest architecture 
firms in the world, providing clients with full-service planning Mr. Becket called “total design,” which included master planning, 
engineering, interior work, and landscaping.  It continues today as Ellerbe-Becket. The Federal Building was lauded in the Los 
Angeles Times as “beautiful” at its completion, although an editorial letter rhetorically asked, “Since when does one create beauty 
by taking a plain rectangular solid and drawing parallel lines on it?”  

The building has undergone few alterations since it was built, and in general appears much as it did in 1965. Two murals, entitled 
“Celebration of our Homeland” and “Recognition of all Foreign Lands” were designed by artist Richard Haines and were 
commissioned by the architect, in recognition of the building’s function as a symbol of the people.  
The Federal Building is at the eastern end of the Civic Center and was one of the later buildings to be completed in the ensemble. 
The subject building  is eligible for listing in the National and California registers under Criteria A/1 for association with the 
historic planning and development of Civic Center in the 1960s and beyond, and Criteria C/3 for its simple, practical design, and 
Modernist details. The building is eligible as a contributor to the Los Angeles Civic Center historic district, as an integral part of its 
planning, design, development, and public services of the mid 20th century city and county governmental complex. 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

*B12. References:   
 “Celebration of Our Homeland/Recognition of All Foreign Lands,” Public Art, 

Downtown Los Angeles. 
http://www.publicartinla.com/CivicCenter/celebration/background.html. 
Accessed May 11, 2009. 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
 

 

“51 Million Dollars of Beauty Make Debut Friday” Los Angeles Times, May 13, 
1965,. A1. 

B13. Remarks:   
*B14. Evaluator:  F. Smith, K. Corbett 
*Date of Evaluation:  3/26/09 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 

DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   19-186882 / 19-186883 / 19-186888 (Update) 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code   3D, 3CB 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  35  of  39 *Resource Name or #:  150 North Los Angeles Street  
  151 North Judge John Aiso Street building  (Nos. 6-6 and 6-7) 
P1.  Other Identifier:  City Hall South, Parker Center, Motor Transport Division Building  

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966 (photorevised 1981, minor revision 1994)   T 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. San Bernardino 

  c.  Address:     150-156 North Los Angeles Street, 151 North Judge John Aiso Street  City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012  
  d.  UTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mN (G.P.S.)  
  e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   
 APN: 5161-013-904 and 5161-013-905 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)  
The City of Los Angeles Parker Center Police Department building group is anchored by the 1955, eight-story T-plan building. The 
main tower, is rectangular with windowless masonry-clad elevations on the east and west sides, topped by a flat roof. On north 
and south elevations, continuous ribbon windows alternate with solid spandrel panels at each floor. Inset ground-level public 
entrances face the east and west, shaded by tower “levitation” on lightweight pilotes or concrete columns. The building, its 
extensive exterior artwork and sumptuous interior finishes are unaltered since its completion in 1955. A newer building occupies 
the east corner of the block on former landscaped plaza and a recently finished building is to the northeast. The Motor Transport 
Building (1958) on the south corner is part of the Parker Center complex; it is the vehicle service facility that reflected the signature 
mobility of the Department. Parker Center is one major part of the dispersed services of “city hall,” adjunct to nearby City Hall 
(1928) and part of local government response to development of Civic Center in the mid 20th century. William H. Parker (1902-
1966) joined the force in 1927, became chief in 1950, and immediately oversaw planning and completion of this distinctive 
headquarters compound for his mobile and famously effective force. The building and grounds were found eligible for California 
Register-listing under Criteria B and C (“Proposition Q and F Civic Center Public Safety Facilities DEIR,” 2005); no SHPO 
concurrence with those finding was found. The building also contributes to the National and California Register eligible Los 
Angeles Civic Center Historic District, as an integral part of the planning, design, development, and operations of the mid- 20th 
century city and county governmental complex. 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP14. Government building 

*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building  Structure Object Site District ⌧Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View southwest, April 14, 2009, Photograph # 
0819 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
⌧ Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
1955 and 1958, Los Angeles County Office of the 
Assessor  
*P7.  Owner and Address:  

 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
J. Steely, S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper  
and F. Smith 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 
*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 16, 2009 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 

 
P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")   
Built Environmental Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧ Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  ⌧ District Record   Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 



























































State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #         19-167099 (Los Angeles Star; Update) 
19-167104 (Bella Union; Update) 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code   7L, 6Z 
    Other Listings CHL#656 (Bella Union), CHL#789 (Los Angeles Star) 
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  36  of  39 *Resource Name or #: 201-225 Los Angeles Street plaza  (No. 6-12) 
P1.  Other Identifier:  Fletcher Bowron Square, Los Angeles Mall, Triforium, Bella Union Hotel site 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966 (photorevised 1981, minor revision 1994)   T 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. San Bernardino 

  c. Address:      111 East 1st Street City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012 
  d.  UTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mN (G.P.S.)  
  e.  Other Locational Data: Parcel   (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)      Elevation:    
 APN: 5161-014-901 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
The subject property is a landscaped, concrete-walled plaza containing a large, musical sculpture.  It is connected to the Los 
Angeles Mall, which was designed by Stanton & Stockwell (1975, Bridgers Trollet & Hazlett, landscape architects) and the east side 
of Main Street by way of an arched pedestrian walkway, Main Street Pedestrian Overcrossing (Bridge # 53-53C1242, completed 
1970). The main feature in the plaza is the Triforium, a 60-foot high, concrete and glass prism sculpture, executed by Joseph Young 
(b. 1919) and completed in 1975. The plaza occupies the southern portion of a city block and is interconnected to subterranean Civic 
Center Plaza by escalators. 
The property is the former site of the Bella Union Hotel from 1835, when it was completed, until its demolition in 1940. It is also the 
location of the first arrival of the Butterfield Stage in 1858. The area was also the site of a newspaper called the Los Angeles Star, 
originally a bilingual weekly, named La Estrella de Los Angeles from 1851 until 1864. The Star stopped publishing from ’64‐until 1868, 
when it published again and became a daily in 1870. The paper ceased publication in 1879 (Dawson, Muir. History and Bibliography 
of Southern California Newspapers, 1851‐1876. Los Angeles: Dawsonʹs Book Shop, 1950). The site is California Historic Landmark #656 
for its associations with the hotel and #789 because of the Los Angeles Star. 
Because the property is a California Historic Landmark numbered above 770, it is automatically listed in the California Register; 
however, it does not retain “substantial” integrity to its period of significance. Neither of the designated resources is extant, and the 
existing mall was constructed less than 50 years ago. Not enough time has passed to develop historical perspective and to evaluate 
the significance of the mall or its features. The property does not possess exceptional importance; it has no physical evidence of 
associations with important events or persons, and is not a remarkable example of any architectural style. The property is also not 
eligible as a contributor to a larger historic district. 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP31. Urban open space, HP29. Landscape architecture 
*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building  Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View southwest, April 20, 2009, Photo IMG00626 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
⌧ Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
1974, Los Angeles Times 

*P7.  Owner and Address:  
 
 
P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper, F. Smith, and K. 
Corbett 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 
*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 16, 2009 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other 
sources, or enter "none.")   

Built Environment Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧ Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  ⌧ District Record   Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 









































































State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  37  of  39 *NRHP Status Code   6Z, 3D, 3CD 
 *Resource Name or # ornamental streetlight standards 
B1. Historic Name:      
B2.    Common Name:     
B3. Original Use:   ornamental streetlight standards B4.  Present Use:  ornamental streetlight standards 

*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival-influenced  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)  See below. 
*B7. Moved? ⌧ No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architects:   b.  Builder:   

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Civic Center for City and County Governments Area:  Los Angeles 
Period of Significance:  1925-1972 Property Type: objects Applicable Criteria:  A/1, C/3 

Street lighting in Los Angeles has been a part of the community since gas street lamps were first implemented in 1870. Prior to 
that, any house on a major street with more than two rooms was required “to hang a lighted lantern … from twilight to midnight” 
(Historical). In 1882, an enormous mast was installed at Main and Commercial streets that held a gas lamp at a height above a 6-
story building.  By 1905, Broadway has the city’s first example of an incandescent ornamental lighting system at the intersection 
with Main Street (Feldman). Soon after, Hill, Spring and Main streets were each illuminated with streetlights. When City Beautiful 
advocate, Charles Mulford Robinson made his review and report on the city, he noted that the streetlighting system was “the 
handsomest in the United States” (Feldman). A new ornamental system replaced the original one in 1920 on Broadway, between 1st 
and 10th streets, and the street was effusively entitled “The Radiant Way” (Los Angeles Times).  The Bureau of Streetlighting, under 
the Department of Public Works was established in 1925, and retains the responsibility for all streetlighting in Los Angeles.   
 

DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 

PHOTOGRAPH DESCRIPTION SIGNIFICANCE 

  

Figure 1.  Union 
Station style, view 
northwest on 1st 
Street at Main, in 
Civic Center 
district. 
Photograph # 
0400, March 17, 
2009. 
 

Union Station style 
This twin pendant, ornamental electrolier 
functioned as both a street light and trolley 
pole, as early as 1939, when Union Passenger 
Station was completed (Last of the Great 
Stations,” “Streetlights”). This style was used 
outside of Union Station, however, two were 
identified outside of the future police 
administration building, wrapped in plastic 
inside a fenced off construction area. They are 
assumed to be reproductions. 
 

The streetlight standards of this type in 
the project are likely reproductions and 
do not warrant consideration as 
historical resources or historic 
properties for California or National 
Register consideration. NRHP Status 
Code 6Z. 

 

Figure 2. Olympic 
Special, Union 
Metal 40314, view 
northeast, on Los 
Angeles Street at 
Temple Street, in 
Civic Center 
district. 
Photograph # 
0811, April 14, 
2009. 

“Olympic Special” Union Metal 40314 
This model was originally designed and 
installed to commemorate the 1932 Olympic 
Games in Los Angeles (“Streetlights”). The arm 
embellishment is known as dragon, because of 
its motif. Many original poles are still in use 
today, including single and double luminaire, 
suspended globe styles along Los Angeles 
Street nearby City Hall East, nearby Parker 
Center and the Federal building. Globes 
replaced with stylized “pawn shop” type 
luminaires, circa 1974.  Reproduction editions 
were approved for installation at Staples Center 
area, 1999. 

Despite alterations, these ornamental 
streetlight standards and arms contribute 
to the significance of Civic Center 
Historic District under National and 
California Register Criteria A/1 and C/1 
for their associations with the 
development of the Civic Center and as 
representative examples of ornamental 
standards. They are  integral parts of its 
planning, design, and development, and 
represent a significant component of 
public services in the city and county 
governmental complex. NRHP Status 
Code 3D, 3CD. 

       *B12. References:   
Feldman, Eddy S. The Art of Ornamental Street Lighting. 
         (Los Angeles: Dawson’s Book Shop, 1972) 31-37. 
Historical and Biographical Record of Los Angles and Vicinity. 

         (Chicago, 1901) 67. 
“The Radiant Way” Los Angeles Times. January 17, 1920: II-   

1 and 9.  
B13. Remarks:  see above 

*B14. Evaluator:  F. Smith 
*Date of Evaluation:  May 16, 2009 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 

 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 38 of 39 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  ornamental streetlight standards 
 
*Recorded by:  S. Francisco, S. Murray and F. Smith *Date:  June 6, 2009 Continuation Update  

  
 
DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 
 

*B10. Significance:  (continued from page 37) 
PHOTOGRAPHS  DESCRIPTIONS  SIGNIFICANCE 

 
Figure 3. Union Metal No. 1906, view 
northeast, on Main Street at 1st Street, in 
Civic Center District. Photograph # 
0390, March 17, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Union Metal No. 1906 
This model replaced many of the original Five-
Globe Llewellyns in downtown Los Angeles. 
Hundreds of these standards, called UM 1906s, with 
twin lanterns were installed throughout the City 
circa 1925.  
A common streetlight configuration on Spring 
Street is the “dual system,” in which 40-foot tall 
modern davits are interspersed between the UM 
1906s (Eslinger Gallery).  
This model was identified on Wilshire Boulevard 
between Hope and Figueroa streets, on South 
Figueroa  Street, between Wilshire Boulevard and 
West 5th Street and on South  Spring Street, from 2nd 
to Temple street, on North Main Street, from 2nd to  
3rd streets, and on 2nd Street from Hill Street to east 
of Main Street. 
Various globes have been replaced by opaque 
Plexiglas (date unknown). 

The UM No. 1906 streetlights are 
significant under National Register 
and California register Criterion A/ 
1 for their associations with the 
development of the Los Angeles 
Civic Center Historic District as 
representative examples of 
ornamental standards, and under 
Criteria C/3 for their high artistic 
value representative of design ca. 
1925. NRHP Status Code 3D, 3CD. 

 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 39  of  39 *NRHP Status Code  3D, 3CD 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Siren Nos. 8 and 93 
B1. Historic Name:      Air-raid warning signals 
B2.      Common Name:   Air-raid sirens 
B3. Original Use:           Air-raid warning sirens B4.  Present Use:  no longer in use 

*B5. Architectural Style:  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   

Circa 1956 
*B7. Moved? ⌧ No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:  Manufactured by Federal Enterprises, Inc. b.  Builder:  Fischbach & Moore  

*B10. Significance:  Theme:   Area:   
Period of Significance:   Property Type:   Applicable Criteria:   
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address  integrity.)    

The subject objects are two 1950s civil defense air-raid sirens located in downtown Los Angeles: Siren No. 8, located on the 
southeast corner of Temple and Spring streets; and Siren No. 93, located mid-block on South Olive Street between West 1st and 
West 2nd streets. Both sirens are Federal Signal SD-10 (Special Duty 10 Horsepower) models, also referred to as “Wire Spool” sirens. 
The SD-10 is an upgraded, dual-pitched or two-toned version of the earlier STL-10 model sirens (wirechief.com).  
Air-raid sirens were first placed in downtown Los Angeles in the early 1940s as part of a civil defense warning system designed to 
alert citizens to potential Japanese air strikes during World War II. The sirens were primarily located on building roofs and traffic 
signals. These early warning systems were known to frequently short-circuit, creating false alarms and resulting in panic. After 
World War II, the sirens were silenced for several years.  
Sirens came back in 1949 when Cold War-era fears of a nuclear attack were elevated after the Soviet Union successfully tested its 
first atomic bomb. In 1950, the State Director of Civil Defense, Walter M. Robertson, ordered that California’s air raid warning 
system be activated. A Los Angeles Times article quoted Robertson: “Until the federal government perfects a uniform sounding 
device, individual cities are at liberty to use sirens, horns, or whistles for alarm purposes” (”Air Raid Warnings”). In 1951, mayor 
Fletcher Bowron declared that an adequate siren system in Los Angeles would cost $1MM, and that it was the responsibility of the 
federal government to provide such funding (”Adequate”). In 1956, a new half-million dollar siren system was unveiled and tested 
for the first time. The cost was borne by the federal government, city and state. A total of 216 sirens were installed throughout the 
City, including Siren Nos. 8 and 93. The new siren warning system was triggered through the telephone line, which allowed for 
twice the coverage of the older system, with sound covering approximately 95 percent of the city (”First Siren”).  The two air-raid 
sirens, Siren Nos. 8 and 93, are contributors to the Los Angeles Civic Center District.    
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) N/A 

 
*B12. References:   

 “Air Raid Warnings Activated in State” Los Angeles Times, December 20, 1950. 
“Adequate Siren System Cost Set at $1 Mil” Los Angeles Times, July 9, 

1951. (Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 

“First Siren Installed for New System” Los Angeles Times, March 10, 
1956. 

“Air Raid Sirens Silenced” Los Angeles Times, January 30, 1985. 
“Air Raid Sirens are Relics of a Jittery Past” Los Angeles Times, April 20, 

2007. 
“Air Raid Sirens in the Los Angeles Area” <wirechief.com/sirens> 
13. Remarks:   

B14. Evaluator:  S. Murray and F. Smith 
*Date of Evaluation:  April 27, 2009 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 

DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #  19-186887 (Update) 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code   3CS  
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  1  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 140 North Judge John Aiso Street parking structure (No. 6-8) 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  City of Los Angeles Parking Lot 3, “Tinkertoy” parking structure 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966 (photorevised 1981, minor revision 1994)   T 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. San Bernardino 

  c.  Address:      140 North John Judge Aiso Street, 230 North San Pedro Street      City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012 
  d.  UTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mN (G.P.S.)  
  e.  Other Locational Data:  APN: 5161-012-901 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
The subject property is a three-level ,steel frame parking structure. Because of its open structure, visible steel frame and the 
fact that it was intended to be moveable,  it is popularly known as the “Tinkertoy” parking structure. At 15 bays long and 2 
bays wide, it is rectangular in plan with steel posts supporting horizontal I-beams, braced by diagonally placed steel 
members. The parking decks are pre-cast concrete; vertical columns are set in concrete. A simple decorative grid on the 
outside wall, creates a subtle screen, mimicking curtainwall window patterns of the day and  softening the overall 
appearance.  All exposed metal was powder-coated blue, a design decision, intended to make the structure “disappear” 
against the urban setting. A plain, metal balustrade surrounds the second and third levels. The parking structure is accessed 
from Judge John Aiso (formerly San Pedro) Street, and upper levels are reached by ramps at the north and south ends. An 
exterior stairway is centered on the northwest elevation.  A flat-roofed glass and steel attendant’s hut is located at the 
entrance, with security bars (year unknown).  There is also a small rectangular service building with a hipped, false, standing 
seam roof at the entrance. To the east of the parking structure a large side-gabled, corrugated steel clad building is located on 
the same parcel in the surrounding parking lot, but does not appear to be associated with the parking structure.  

 
P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP11: Engineering Structure 

*P4.  Resources Present: Building ⌧Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.)  
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View southwest, March 16, 2009,  
Photograph #2672 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
⌧ Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
1968, Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor 

*P7.  Owner and Address:  

 

 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper, F. Smith, K. 
Corbett 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 16, 2009 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")   
Built Environment Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧ Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  ⌧Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record   Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  19-186887 (Update) 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   

LOCATION MAP Trinomial   
 
Page  2  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 140 North Judge John Aiso Street parking structure (No. 6-8) 
 
*Map Name: Los Angeles, CA                               *Scale: 1:24,000    *Date of Map: 1966 (Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
 

 
 

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information  

 
USGS 7.5’ Quadrangle: 
Los Angeles, CA 1966 
(Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
Township: 1S, Range: 13W, Unsectioned 



DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary # 19-186887 (Update) 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  3  of  3 *NRHP Status Code   3CS 

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 140 North Judge John Aiso Street parking structure (No. 6-8) 
B1. Historic Name:     
B2.    Common Name:    Parking Lot #3, “Tinkertoy” parking structure 
B3. Original Use:   parking structure B4.  Present Use:  parking structure 

*B5. Architectural Style:  Utilitarian with Contemporary motif  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   
Built in 1968 (City of Los Angeles, Certificate of Occupancy).  

*B7. Moved? ⌧ No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:  Samuel Wacht b.  Builder:  Portable Parking Structures, Inc. 

*B10. Significance:  Theme: Civic Planning and Development   Area:  Los Angeles 
Period of Significance:  1968 Property Type:  parking structure Applicable Criteria:  3 

The subject structure provided a total of 569 parking spaces to downtown motorists when it was completed in 1968.  Hailed as 
“the world’s first portable parking structure,”it was built by Portable Parking Structures (PPS) for the City of Los Angeles and cost 
approximately $184,000 to build (EDAW, Inc.). Based on its success, the city awarded PPS an additional contract to build a similar 
structure at Olive and Grand streets (see DPR for 131 South Olive Street parking structure). Both are popularly known as 
“Tinkertoy” parking structures, although the trademarked toy (invented in 1941) and movable structures are not related. Although 
the parking structures were derided as “depressing” (DiMassa) they remain in use and have not been relocated or significantly 
altered since they were completed. 
Few alterations have been made since 1968, and the parking structure is still in use, although limited areas of rust are evident. Its 
integrity remains intact, including location, setting, and association: it still stands, as built, as a solution to parking needs near the 
Civic Center. It retains integrity of its original materials, workmanship, design, and feeling; it is now, as then, a utilitarian steel 
frame that conveys a strongly functional aesthetic. The simple, articulated design conveys its history and purpose as a mid-20th-
century parking structure, and is the prototype, and more carefully detailed example of the type. In a recent survey, the parking 
structure was found eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 3 “as the first example of a portable, demountable 
parking structure ever constructed, and because it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, and method of 
construction” (EDAW, Inc.). This survey supports those eligibility findings under Criterion 3. 

No significant changes have been made since the previous finding was made, although evidence was not found to demonstrate 
SHPO concurrence with the finding.  It is not eligible for listing in the National Register under any applicable criteria, nor the 
California Register under Criteria 1, 2 or 4.  It is not a contributor to a larger, unidentified historic district.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

*B12. References:   
DiMassa, Cara Mia. “Built Not to Last – Yet Still Standing” Los Angeles Times. 25 

March, 2008.  
EDAW, Inc, Historical Assessment and Technical Report for the Proposed Public Safety 

Facilities Master Plan, Los Angeles, California. Prepared for the City of Los 
Angeles, 2005: 4.3-13.  

“Portable Parking Lot, City’s First, Unveiled Downtown” Los Angeles Times, June 
13, 1968: E3. 

B13. Remarks:   
*B14. Evaluator:  F. Smith, K. Corbett 
*Date of Evaluation:  3/26/09 
 

 

Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 































State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code  6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  1  of  2 *Resource Name or #: 140 North Judge John Aiso Street building (No. 6-9) 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  corrugated metal shed 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966 (photorevised 1981, minor revision 1994)   T 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. San Bernardino 

  c.  Address:      140 N. Judge John Aiso Street City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012 
  d.  UTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mN (G.P.S.)  
  e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   
 APN: 5161-012-902 
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
The subject property is a single-story building, located just south of the “Tinkertoy” parking structure in a paved parking lot 
between San Pedro Street and Central Avenue. It was described in 2005: “The wood-frame building is sheathed in metal siding, 
and dates from the late 1960s. It has single-panel doors on the north and south elevations, and a metal roll-up door on the east 
elevations. The window openings are filled with metal transoms. The asphalt roof is a recent replacement. The roof has circular 
metal vents” (EDAW, Inc. 2005). 
This property was previously evaluated for historic significance and was found not eligible for listing in the California Register 
(EDAW, Inc., Proposition Q and F Civic Center Public Safety Facilities Draft EIR, 2005: 4-3. 5 and 6).  No evidence of SHPO 
concurrence was found, and it was not evaluated for National Register significance.  No information was located to support its 
eligibility for listing in the National or California register under Criterion A/1, B/2, C/3 or D/4.  No substantial alterations have 
been made since that finding was completed.  It is not a contributor to a larger National or California Register-eligible historic 
district. 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP4. Ancillary Building 

*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building   ⌧Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View north, March 17, 2009, Photograph # 2505 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
⌧ Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
c. late 1960s, survey evaluation 

*P7.  Owner and Address:  

 

 

 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper and F. Smith 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 17, 2009 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 
 
 

 
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")   
Built Environment Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧ Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record   Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   

LOCATION MAP Trinomial   
 
Page  2  of  2 *Resource Name or #: 140 North Judge John Aiso Street building (No. 6-9) 
 
*Map Name: Los Angeles, CA                               *Scale: 1:24,000    *Date of Map: 1966 (Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
 

 
 

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information  

 
USGS 7.5’ Quadrangle: 
Los Angeles, CA 1966 
(Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
Township: 1S, Range: 13W, Unsectioned 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code   6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  1  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 152 North Central Avenue building (No. 6-10) 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  Union Hardware and Metal Company, Los Angeles Police Garage, The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966 (photorevised 1981, minor revision 1994)   T 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. San Bernardino 

  c.  Address:      152 North Central Avenue City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012 
  d.  UTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mN (G.P.S.)  
  e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   
 APN: 5161-012-905 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
The subject property is a large, high cube industrial building, configured in an irregular quadrilateral in plan.  It has 
reinforced concrete walls and a continuous parapet.  The nearly flat roof has various rectangular skylights, arranged at equal 
intervals. The ground floor has various large loading dock-type openings, infilled in a variety of materials, including 
contemporary storefront with double storefront doors (1983) and three-part doors which open from the bottom.  The large 
openings contain continuous steel headers, above which there are steel sashed, multi-light windows and louvered metal 
vents.  Smaller, punched, multi-light, steel sashed windows are arranged between the larger openings.  On the east side, a 
nearly full-length, partial-height, exposed steel frame circumscribes an outdoor “room,” attached to the perimeter wall.  
Alterations include the addition of storefront, the steel frame (1983) and a possible addition to the south side (year unknown).  
The building is located north of the Japanese American National Museum, facing former Central Avenue (now a pedestrian 
mall).  The north portion of the parcel contains a surface parking lot.  It is located in the densely built-up Central Business 
District at the eastern perimeter of Little Tokyo, and is surrounded by various surface parking lots, parking garages, mid- and 
high-rise commercial buildings. 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP7. 3+ story commercial building 
*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building  Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View southwest, March 16, 2009,  
Photograph # 2507 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
⌧ Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
1947, Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor 

*P7.  Owner and Address:  

 

 

 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper and F. Smith 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 16, 2009 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 
 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")   
Built Environment Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧ Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  ⌧Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record   Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   

LOCATION MAP Trinomial   
 
Page  2  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 152 North Central Avenue building (No. 6-10) 
 
*Map Name: Los Angeles, CA                               *Scale: 1:24,000    *Date of Map: 1966 (Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
 

 
 

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information  

 
USGS 7.5’ Quadrangle: 
Los Angeles, CA 1966 
(Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
Township: 1S, Range: 13W, Unsectioned 



DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  3  of  3 *NRHP Status Code   6Z 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 152 North Central Avenue building (No. 6-10) 
B1. Historic Name:    Union Hardware and Metal Company, Los Angeles Police Garage 
B2.    Common Name:   The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA 
B3. Original Use:        warehouse/manufacturing B4.  Present Use:  museum 

*B5. Architectural Style: utilitarian 
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   
Built in 1947 (Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor). Alterations:  converted to museum use (1983). 

*B7. Moved? ⌧ No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:  A.C. Martin, Sr. b.  Builder:   

*B10. Significance:  Theme:   Area:   
Period of Significance:   Property Type:   Applicable Criteria:   

The subject property building was completed in 1947.  It was designed by noted local architect A. C. Martin, Sr. for Union 
Hardware and Metal Company.  Union Hardware and Metal Company was founded in 1882 as Schoder-Johnston Company. 
Shortly after completing the 340,000 square foot subject property building, it was vacated to allow “Civic Center expansion” 
(“Hardware Project”).  The company relocated to a new facility in Commerce, which was also designed by Martin (5555 Ferguson 
Drive, Cruising Industrial Los Angeles).  The property was transferred to the city in a relatively complex land swap in 1949 “City 
Makes Fancy Swaps for Property”). 
The architect, Albert C. Martin, Senior (1880-1960) contributed substantially to the built environment of downtown Los Angeles. 
As “the first architect-engineer to practice in Los Angeles,” he “established a reputation as a pioneer in new construction 
techniques” (“Martin”).  After the 1933 Long Beach earthquake, local officials retained Martin to devise new building codes for 
reinforcing brick masonry.  He also played a strategic part in developing new uses for structural steel. Albert C. Martin and 
Associates’ most notable buildings during his tenure include St. Vincent’s Catholic Church (1923), Los Angeles City Hall (1928, 
with Parkinson & Parkinson and John C. Austin), and May Company Wilshire (1936).  The Martin family continues to be active 
and influential n Los Angeles architecture, engineering and politics. 
In 1983, Frank Gehry designed alterations to the building to accommodate its new use as what was known as “The Temporary 
Contemporary,” a for-profit art museum.  Alterations have included that conversion (1983), which involved numerous 
reconfigurations of openings, modifications to the interior layout and alterations to the roof and all systems.  Despite described 
alterations, the building retains adequate integrity to be recognizable to its original appearance, but is not a significant example of 
an altered industrial building style.  It is not is not directly associated with persons significant in our past or for its association or 
linkage to events (Criteria A/1 and B/2).  The building does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction, nor is it a representative work of a master.  Both Martin and Gehry have other buildings more closely associated 
with their well-earned fine reputations.  And it does not possess high artistic values (Criteria C/3).  The building does not 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction to be considered a contributor to a 
large historic district.  There is no reason to believe that it may yield important information about prehistory or history (Criteria 
D/4).  The subject property is not eligible for listing in the California or 
National registers. 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

*B12. References:   
“Albert C. Martin Death Ends 50 Years of Dedicated Service to City,  

Architecture,” Southwest Builder and Contractor. 22 April 1960: 30. 
“City Makes Fancy Swaps for Property” Los Angeles Times. August 5, 1949: 18. 
“Hardware Project to Cost $3,250,000” Los Angeles Times.  November 7, 1948: E1. 
Los Angeles Conservancy.  Cruising Industrial Los Angeles. 1997: 21, 40. 

B13. Remarks:   
*B14. Evaluator:    F. Smith 
*Date of Evaluation:   3/26/09 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #  19-186884 (Update) 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code   6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  1  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 432 East Temple Street building (No. 6-11) 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  Office Depot  

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966 (photorevised 1981, minor revision 1994)   T 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. San Bernardino 

  c.  Address:      432 East Temple Street  City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012 
  d.  UTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mN (G.P.S.)  
  e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   
 APN: 5173-008-906 
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
The subject property is a one-story, high-cube warehouse building.  It was described in a 2004 survey evaluated by C. Gregory 
& C. Dolan: 

The vacant warehouse building is rectangular in plan and fronts on East Temple street.  An adjoining addition on the 
western end of the building was completed in approximately 1965.    Constructed on a reinforced concrete foundation the 
building has a concrete floor.  The structural system is reinforced concrete block.  The roof is flat… with a parapet and is 
supported by steel trusses.  The main entrance… consists of a metal interior roll-up door shaded by an awning.  Other 
access points… include an additional interior metal roll -up door on … [other elevations].  Two additional entryways on 
the north façade… [were infilled] with concrete block.  The east façade is the only one with windows, which consists of 10 
sets of 12-pane windows.  The building is surrounded by open space on the east and partially to the south.  Additional 
adjacent areas consist of street level parking lots.  

 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP6. 1-3 story commercial building , HP8. Industrial building  

*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building  Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View southwest, March 16, 2009,  
Photograph # IMG0872.jpg 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
⌧ Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
1952, Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor 

*P7.  Owner and Address:  

 

 

P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper and F. Smith 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 16, 2009 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")   
Built Environmental Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧ Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  ⌧Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record   Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  19-186884 (Update) 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   

LOCATION MAP Trinomial   
 
Page  2  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 432 East Temple Street building (No. 6-11) 
 
*Map Name: Los Angeles, CA                               *Scale: 1:24,000    *Date of Map: 1966 (Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
 

 
 

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information  

 
USGS 7.5’ Quadrangle: 
Los Angeles, CA 1966 
(Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
Township: 1S, Range: 13W, Unsectioned 



DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary # 19-186884 (Update) 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  3  of  3 *NRHP Status Code   6Z 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 432 East Temple Street building (No. 6-11) 
B1. Historic Name:     
B2.    Common Name:   Office Depot warehouse, City of Los Angeles Medical Services Division building 
B3. Original Use:        industrial warehouse building B4.  Present Use:  industrial warehouse building 

*B5. Architectural Style: vernacular  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   
Built in 1952, Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor. Alterations: addition in 1965, entrances infilled (dates unknown). 

*B7. Moved? ⌧ No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:   b.  Builder:   

*B10. Significance:  Theme:   Area:   
Period of Significance:   Property Type:   Applicable Criteria:   

The subject property building was built  in 1952, likely as a warehouse.  An addition was built on the west side in about 1965.  By 
the late twentieth century, the building was used as an Office Depot warehouse.  The building was previously evaluated for 
historic significance and found not eligible for listing on the California Register (EDAW, Inc.).  Because the previous survey was 
completed fewer than five years ago, the California Register findings do not require updating (California Public Resources Code 
§5024.1, (1-4). 
Despite described alterations, the building retains adequate integrity to be recognizable to its original appearance, but is not a 
significant example of the utilitarian warehouse building style.  The subject property is not eligible for listing in the National 
Register. It is not is not directly associated with any persons significant in our past or for its association or linkage to events 
(Criteria A and B).  The building does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, 
represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  It does not represent a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components lack individual distinction to be considered a contributor to a large historic district.  There is no reason 
to believe that it may yield important information about prehistory or history (Criterion D). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

*B12. References:   
EDAW, Inc.  “Historical Assessment and Technical Report for the  

Proposed Public Safety Facilities Master Plan, for City of  
Los Angeles,” 2005. 

B13. Remarks:   
*B14. Evaluator:  F. Smith 
*Date of Evaluation:  3/26/09 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
 

 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code   3CS 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  1  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 220-226 ½ East 1st Street building (No. 7-1) 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  Dorner & Hinz Saloon, Nelson Hotel, Red Wings Shoes, California Floral Company 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966 (photorevised 1981, minor revision 1994)   T 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. San Bernardino 

  c.  Address:      220-226 ½ East 1st Street City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012 
  d.  UTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mN (G.P.S.)  
  e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 5161-016-007 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
The subject property is a three-story, retail/hotel building with an irregular, triangular plan and clipped front corner. The 
Classical Revival style building has a defined, rusticated base, with arched openings and simply detailed, punched windows 
above. The building may have a flat roof behind the continuous, molded cornice. The walls are executed in light-colored brick, 
laid in quarter bond. Bands of rusticated brick, laid every 5th row, define the first floor elevations of the building and join the 
voussoirs. Each arch contains recessed keystones. A simple beltcourse with dentil molding visually defines the first floor. 
Windows on the ground floor are fixed, wood-frame storefront types with arched, stained glass transoms. Doors are metal 
framed with glass lights. Pair of paneled wood doors is featured on the southwest elevation and appear to be original. The 
second and thirds floors feature double-hung, wood-frame sash windows resting on double-rows header brick sills. 
Stringcourses of corbelled brick wrap around the north façade and the west and south elevations beneath the parapet. Nearly 
all of the corners are eased with shaped brick. A pipe rail is inset on the roof. The building retains integrity despite alterations, 
including corrections to existing parapet (1952), replacement of various storefront windows and doors, bulkhead replaced, 
waterfall and arched awnings added, internally illuminated box signs added (dates unknown). The building is located on a 
triangular parcel at the corner of East 1st and Astronaut E S Onizuka streets, and occupies the entire parcel. It is located in 
Little Tokyo, just south of the Little Tokyo Historic District. The building is surrounded by low, mid- and high-rise 
commercial buildings. 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP6. 1-3 story commercial building, HP5. Motel  
*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building  Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View southeast, March 16, 2009,  
Photograph # IMG0080.jpg 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
⌧ Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
1910, Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor 

*P7.  Owner and Address:  

 

 

 

 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper and F. Smith 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 16, 2009 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and 
other sources, or enter "none.")   

Built Environment Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧ Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  ⌧Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record   Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   

LOCATION MAP Trinomial   
 
Page  2  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 220-226.5 E. 1st Street  (No. 7-1) 
 
*Map Name: Los Angeles, CA                               *Scale: 1:24,000    *Date of Map: 1966 (Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
 

 
 

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information  

 
USGS 7.5’ Quadrangle: 
Los Angeles, CA 1966 
(Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
Township: 1S, Range: 13W, Unsectioned 



DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  3  of  3 *NRHP Status Code   3CS 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 220-226 ½ East 1st Street building (No. 7-1) 
B1. Historic Name:     Dorner & Hinz Saloon, Nelson Hotel 
B2.    Common Name:    Red Wings Shoes, California Floral Company  
B3. Original Use:  commercial/hotel building B4.  Present Use:  commercial/apartment building 

*B5. Architectural Style: Classical Revival 
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   
Built in 1910 (County of Los Angeles Assessor). Alterations: Corrections to parapet (1952, City of Los Angeles Building Permit #. 
25007), replacement various of windows and doors. 

*B7. Moved? ⌧ No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:   b.  Builder:   

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Architecture  Area:  Los Angeles  
Period of Significance: 1910-1945                 Property Type:  Commercial Building and Hotel           Applicable Criteria:  3 

Built in 1910, no information was found on the original building use, owner, architect or builder.  Review of Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Co. maps depict the property as a brick building, occupied by retail shops and a lodging-house. The 1915 city directory 
indicates the property was the Dorner & Hinz Saloon; by proprietors Frank Dorner and J.D. Hinz, in cooperation with the 
Anhauser Busch Company. By the late 1930s, the first floor consisted of shops and the second and third floors operated as the 
Nelson Hotel, with Shizetata. (or Shigetada ) Ikui listed as the hotel manager. Mr. Ikui was born in Okusuuemura Kochi-Ken, 
Japan in 1898 , and came to the United States in 1906. He spoke no English, was sent to Manzanar in 1942 and died in Kobe-Osaka 
in 1966 (Relocation, Social Secuity Death Index). No other information on his life was found. The building has been occupied by 
numerous of tenants since that time, including many Japanese American-owned businesses.  

Alterations to the building have included corrections to existing parapet (1952), replacement of some storefront windows and 
doors, and the addition of glazed tile and awnings (dates unknown).  (dates unknown). Despite described alterations, the building 
retains a high level of integrity: it is recognizable to its distinctive Classical Revival appearance and unique shape. It is eligible for 
the California Register under Criterion 3 at the local level, as it is a representative example of a Classical Revival style commercial 
building; which is increasingly becoming a rare resource type. The building is not eligible for the National Register under any of 
the significance criteria (A, B, C or D) and it is not eligible as a contributor to a larger historic district.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

*B12. References:   
City of Los Angeles, Building Permit # 25007, 1952.   
Relocation Authority. “Japanese-American Internee Data File, 1942-

1946”  Record Group 210; National Archives. 
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. Los Angeles Street Address Directory, 

1915, 1929, 1936 
Social Security Administration. Social Security Death Index, Master File.  
Sanborn Fire Insurance Co., Maps of Los Angeles, CA 1906-1951: various 

sheets. 

B13. Remarks:   

*B14. Evaluator:  F. Smith 

 (Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code   6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  1  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 230 East 1st Street building (No. 7-2) 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  S.K. Uyeda Store, La Chicken 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    ⌧ Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966 (photorevised 1981, minor revision 1994)   T 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. San Bernardino 

  c.  Address:      230 East 1st Street  City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012 
  d.  UTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mN (G.P.S.)  
  e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   
 APN: 5161-016-008 

 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   

The subject property is a one-story, commercial building featuring modest elements of Classical Revival style. The building is 
rectangular in plan and executed in brick. It has a flat roof and a low, continuous parapet. A simple stringcourse has dentil 
molding below the parapet. The facade is divided into three bays, containing large fixed storefront windows with multi-light, 
obscure transoms and double storefront doors. Retail signage affixed to a projecting metal ledge is located below the transom 
on the primary wall. The rear elevation faces south toward Astronaut Ellison S. Onizuka Street and features a recessed metal-
frame door and is flanked on each side by large, fixed metal frame windows with canvas awnings. A vertical neon sign 
spelling “Uyeda” hangs above the rear entry (date unknown). The building has undergone significant alterations, most 
notably the removal of the original second and third floors (post 1962). The south elevation was clad in stucco (date 
unknown). In addition, original windows and doors on the north and south elevations were replaced (date unknown). The 
building is located near the northern end of block between Astronaut Ellison S. Onizuka Street and East 1st Street and occupies 
the entire parcel. It is located in Little Tokyo, one block east of the Little Tokyo Historic District. The building is surrounded 
by low, mid- and high-rise commercial buildings.  

 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP6. 1-3 story commercial building 

*P4.  Resources Present: ⌧Building  Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View south, March 16, 2009,  
Photograph # IMG0086.jpg 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
⌧ Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
ca. 1907, City of Los Angeles Department of 
Building and Safety  

*P7.  Owner and Address:  

 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper and F. Smith 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 16, 2009 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 
 

 
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")   
Built Environment Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: NONE  ⌧ Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  ⌧Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record   Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 




