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	Measure R Project Delivery Committee
Board Chair Antonio Villaraigosa has created the Measure R Project Delivery Committee.  The purpose of the committee is to ensure that all Measure R projects move forward consistent with the schedules and funding levels identified in Measure R and to determine if we can deliver projects faster, better and more cost effectively.  In future months, the Chair will place Measure R-related board reports on the committee agenda.

Board members assigned to this committee are:
Director Richard Katz, Chair

Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, Vice Chair

Supervisor Don Knabe

Director Ara Najarian

Director Pam O’Connor

Media Inquiry on the Reopening of Angel’s Flight at Bunker Hill
Today, a reporter with the Downtown News inquired about our position on the proposed reopening of Angel’s Flight at Bunker Hill.  Planning staff told the reporter that we are confident it will reopen.  As for the delays, staff explained it was important that all the new mechanical testing be done to ensure that it meets safety measures.  Staff told the reporter the Angel’s Flight Foundation has done a good job of securing funding to protect the historical railway, a Los Angeles icon.  Metro was one of the funding agencies when Angel’s Flight reopened in 2001. The railway has been closed for the past eight years due to an accident which resulted in a passenger fatality.    

Reserve the Dates
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 120th Annual Inaugural Dinner, Thursday, January 29, 2009, 6:00 p.m., Event Deck at LA Live 777 Chick Hearn Court, Los Angeles

The Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce will be hosting their 120th Annual Inaugural Dinner at the Event Deck at LA Live.  The Inaugural Dinner is recognized as the premier business and civic leadership event in Los Angeles and will install the 2009 Chair of the Board Fran Inman, Senior Vice President, Corporate Development at Majestic Realty Co.  During the evening, the Chamber will also present the Distinguished Business Leader Award and the prestigious Civic Medal of Honor.

Technology & Innovation Symposium, Thursday, February 5, 2009, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., Gateway Headquarters – Board Room, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles, California

The purpose of the symposium is to examine how technology and innovation contribute towards improving public transportation in the Los Angeles County.  At this event, agency representatives and other stakeholders will have the opportunity to discuss Transportation Demand Management (TDM) strategies for the future of our region and exchange vital information.
Brea Canyon Road Grade Separation Project Dedication Ceremony, Friday, February 20, 2009, 10:30 a.m., 21011 Washington Street, Diamond Bar, CA 91789
The Alameda Corridor-East Construction Authority and the Cities of Diamond Bar & Industry are hosting a dedication ceremony to commemorate the completion of the construction of the Brea Canyon Road Grade Separation Project & Currier Road Widening.  The project will be dedicated in memory of the Honorable Philip Marcellin, Industry Councilman and ACE Board Member.

PACE Bus and Chicago RTA Visit, March 2-3, 2009, Gateway Headquarters – Malibu Conference Room, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles, California

Visitors from PACE Bus and Chicago RTA (i.e. Board Members) will be visiting Metro for a two-day tour including the Metro Orange Line.  There will be 10-11 board members and executives from PACE Bus and Chicago RTA.  Media will potentially attend this tour.

Congressional Staff Briefings, Monday, March 9, 2009, House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
Legislative briefing on our 2009 Legislative Program for Los Angeles County Congressional Staff.
APTA Legislative Conference, March 8-10, 2009, J.W. Marriott, Washington, D.C.


APTA’s 34th Annual legislative Conference that will cover the latest federal transportation-related legislation in Congress and meet with house and senate authorizers and appropriations members and staff.
Los Angeles Chamber Access Washington, D.C., March 9-11, 2009, Willard InterContinental, 1401 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C.

An opportunity to meet with members of Congress and senior Obama Administration officials on priorities important to the Southern California economy.  This year’s trip includes special briefings with lawmakers, advocacy meetings on specific regional issues and unparalleled business networking with fellow participants. 
2nd Annual Transportation and Infrastructure Convention, March 11-13, 2009, Washington, D.C.

The purpose of the Convention is to educate policy makers from all levels of government on current transportation issues throughout the world.  The goal is to learn, dialogue, advocate, and network with our nation’s transportation and public policy leaders in the executive, congressional branches of government and with private sector leaders and numerous trade associations and groups.

FTA/Virginia Tech Environmental Management System Implementation Institute Workshop, Tuesday, March 17, 2009, Monday, June 15, 2009 and Tuesday, September 8, 2009, Virginia Tech, Roanoke, VA

This is a series of workshops to be conducted by the FTA through Virginia Tech over the course of 2009 in Roanoke, VA.  The purpose of the workshops is to empower participants with the tools and knowledge to begin the process of implementing an Environmental Management System (EMS) within their respective organizations.
Quarterly Legislative Briefing, Thursday, April 9, 2009, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m., Gateway Headquarters – Windsor Conference Room, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles
Legislative briefing for elected official’s district staff on current Metro related issues.
2009 Joint Light Rail Conference, April 19-22, 2009, Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles 
Metro will be hosting the 2009 Joint Light Rail Conference sponsored by TRB and APTA.  These conferences are held only once every three years devoted to light rail systems.  The 2009 theme is Growth and Renewal to address the needs of aging systems as well as the many new starts across the country and in Los Angeles. 
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