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	House Panel Clears Economic Stimulus Package
Last night, the House Appropriations Committee approved the spending component of the House Democrats’ economic stimulus proposal, the “American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009”.  The $825 billion package of spending and tax provisions includes $30 billion in highway formula funds, $9 billion in transit formula funds and $1 billion for intercity passenger rail.  During the markup session, the legislation underwent very few changes.  One notable revision, however, requires states and localities to obligate 50% of highway and transit formula funds within 180 days instead of 120 days as originally written.  The committee kept intact the requirement for the remaining 50% of highway and transit funds, which must be obligated by September 30, 2010.  

As reported last week, the transportation portion of the stimulus proposal has been met with widespread disapproval among stakeholders and even key members of Congress.  Since the proposal was unveiled on January 15th, we have clearly communicated to congressional leaders our displeasure with various components of the transportation title, including the lack of adequate funding levels for transit programs as well as the distribution methodology for highway formula funds, which limits the allocation of highway dollars to metropolitan regions.  Despite significant concerns expressed by us and many other organizations and agencies, the House is expected to move forward with its proposal, with floor action anticipated next week.  Meanwhile, the Senate intends to unveil its own proposal in the coming days and will hold markup sessions in key committees of jurisdiction next week.  

Attached for your information, is a state-by-state breakdown of highway and transit formula funds in the House package.
http://boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/InfrastructureInvestment.pdf

http://boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/Recovery011609.pdf
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