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	U.S. Senate Unveils Stimulus Plan
The Senate Appropriations Committee just released details of its proposed economic recovery legislation, the "American Recovery and Reinvestment Plan".  
Transportation highlights of the $825 billion package are as follows:

· $27.06 billion in highway formula funds.

· $8.4 billion in transit formula funds.

· $5.5 billion in competitive grants to states and local governments for surface transportation investments.

· $3.1 billion for investments in rail transportation, of which $2 billion is reserved for high speed rail and $250 million for intercity passenger rail.

While overall highway and transit funding levels in the Senate draft are lower than the House version, the Senate version proposes to distribute highway funds through the Surface Transportation Program (STP), which includes specific suballocation requirements for metropolitan regions.  However, one important caveat is that the Senate plan calls for a regional suballocation of 40% instead of 62.5% under current law.  

In addition, the Senate package features a $5.5 billion multimodal discretionary program for surface transportation projects.  Such a program does not exist in the House version.  Funding will be distributed by the Secretary of Transportation on a competitive basis for projects that are expected to have a significant impact on the nation, a metropolitan area or a region.  Project grants will range anywhere from $20 million (minimum) to $500 million (maximum).  

Attached for your information is the summary of transportation provisions in the Senate proposal and text of the transportation title.  Tomorrow morning, two Senate committees of jurisdiction -- Appropriations and Finance -- will mark up their respective titles.  Senate floor action is expected next week.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/Senate_stimulus.DOC

boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/THUD.pdf

Metro Supports Effort to Add $3 Billion for Transit in Economic Stimulus Bill
Congressman Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) has announced his intention to offer an amendment to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 that would boost transit funding.  Specifically, the Nadler amendment would provide an additional $3 billion for transit, bringing the total for transit in the house version of the bill to $12 billion.  The Congressman will offer his amendment before the House Committee on Rules, where it needs to be approved before being considered by the full House later this week.  We are informing the entire Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation of our support for the Nadler amendment.  Congressman David Dreier (R-CA), who represents portions of the San Gabriel Valley, is the Ranking Member of the House Committee on Rules.  We will keep you apprised on the status of the Nadler amendment.
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