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	Media Inquiry on Metro TAP Cards to Replace Paper Day Passes
Today, KFI Radio inquired about Metro’s plans to replace paper day passes with reusable TAP smart cards beginning March 15.  Metro’s TAP Operation staff reported that bus riders who normally purchase their paper day pass tickets from a bus operator will soon insert their money into the farebox and touch their new TAP card on the TAP validator to load the day pass onto their card.  All subsequent boardings throughout the day will automatically be recognized at the farebox without the need for bus operators to manually push buttons.  As a reusable card, TAP is a “green” alternative to paper tickets thrown away every day.  Day passes are the latest Metro fare product to be made available on TAP cards.  The agency began offering weekly and monthly prepaid TAP cards to the public last March.  The story is expected to air later today.
Metro in the Community
Metro staff and volunteers visited several Los Angeles area college campuses recently to promote the agency's "$15 For Six Months" college pass program.  We set up information tables and directed students to the campus office where they can purchase the passes.  At the same time, Metro representatives provided bus and rail schedules, maps and general transit information.  This Spring's college outreach project included Cal State Dominguez Hills, El Camino College Compton Center, Los Angeles Trade Tech, and Valley, East LA , Los Angeles City, Southwest, Mission, West LA , Harbor, Rio Hondo and Pierce Colleges.

Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice
Starting Saturday, February 21, 2009 and ending Monday, March 2, 2009 there will be a temporary closure of the I-110 Freeway, northbound and southbound, between Adams Boulevard and the I-10 Freeway, for the demolition of the Flower Street Bridge in the Downtown corridor area of the Expo Light Rail Line. 

What: Temporary, full closure of the I-110 Freeway
When:  

· Saturday, February 21 at 12:00 a.m. to Sunday, February 22 at 8:00 a.m.

· Sunday, February 22 at 10:00 p.m. to Monday, February 23 at 5:00 a.m. 

· Tuesday, February 24 at 10:00 p.m. to Wednesday, February 25 at 5:00 a.m. 

· Friday, February 27 at 11:00 p.m. to Saturday, February 28 at 6:00 a.m. 

· Saturday, February 28 at 12:00 a.m. to Sunday, March 1 at 8:00 a.m. 

· Sunday, March 1 at 10:00 p.m. to Monday March 2 at 5:00 a.m. 

Where:  I-110 Freeway, n/b and s/b, between Adams Blvd and the I-10 Freeway
Traffic Impacts:

· A full closure of the I-110 Freeway from Adams Boulevard to the I-10 Freeway will be in effect throughout this construction activity. 

· Directional signage and electronic message boards on the streets and freeways will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 

Advisories:  Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. 
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