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	New Emergency Operational Support System in Development
On Friday, February 20, 2009, twelve different agencies attended a regional mutual support system concept meeting that was held at the San Gabriel Valley Sector Headquarters.  Headed by Dr. Scott Norwood, Metro’s Emergency and Homeland Security Preparedness Manager, they discussed development of an emergency operational support system providing mutual assistance between bus operations agencies in the Southern California region during a disaster or declared emergency. At the meeting this new concept in mutual support was discussed which when developed is anticipated to reduce emergency response costs while providing a regional basis to minimize impact to the customers of public transit.

Brea Canyon Road Grade Separation Dedication Ceremony
On Friday, February 20, 2009, representatives from the cities of Diamond Bar and Industry, the Alameda Corridor East (ACE) Construction Authority and its contractors, along with us and other local, state and federal officials, dedicated the Brea Canyon Road Grade Separation project in memory of the Honorable Philip Marcellin.  

Construction of the $65.5 million grade separation project began in June 2006 and was opened to traffic on October 31, 2008.  The project eliminates the railroad crossing at Brea Canyon Road, where an average of 36 freight trains and 14 passenger trains cross every 24 hours.  It also improves safety by reducing the potential for train and vehicular conflicts and decreases pollution caused by idling cars and trucks.  

The project was funded in partnership with the Federal Highway Administration, Caltrans, California Public Utilities Commission, Union Pacific Railroad Company and us.   
Metro Rail Service Alerts
Metro Blue Line
On Friday, February 25, 2009, due to maintenance from 9 p.m. until close of service, northbound trains will run 6 minutes later than regular schedule beginning from Transit Mall at 8:57 p.m. and every 20 minutes through 11:27 p.m. Trains to Wardlow will run according to regular schedule between 11:41 p.m. and 1:41 a.m.

Metro Red Line/Purple

On Sunday through Thursday, February 22-26, 2009, due to maintenance work after 9 p.m., Purple Line passengers will need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, all Purple and Red Line trains will use the upper level.  Shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western 2 minutes later than regular schedule after 9:04 p.m.  Red Line trains from Union Station will run regular schedule.  Red Line trains from North Hollywood will run 2 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:56 p.m. and 12:16 a.m., then at 12:34 a.m. and 12:54 a.m. 

On Friday, February 27, 2009, due to maintenance work after 9 p.m., Red Line trains will be subject to 1-3 minute delays.

Reserve the Dates
PACE Bus and Chicago RTA Visit, March 2-3, 2009, Gateway Headquarters – Malibu Conference Room, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles
Visitors from PACE Bus and Chicago RTA (i.e. Board Members) will be visiting Metro for a two-day tour including the Metro Orange Line.  There will be 10-11 board members and executives from PACE Bus and Chicago RTA.  Media will potentially attend this tour.
APTA Legislative Conference, March 8-10, 2009, J.W. Marriott, Washington, D.C.
APTA’s 34th Annual legislative Conference that will cover the latest federal transportation-related legislation in Congress and meet with house and senate authorizers and appropriations members and staff.

Congressional Staff Briefings, Monday, March 9, 2009, House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
Legislative briefing on our 2009 Legislative Program for Los Angeles County Congressional Staff.
Los Angeles Chamber Access Washington, D.C., March 9-11, 2009, Willard InterContinental, 1401 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C.
An opportunity to meet with members of Congress and senior Obama Administration officials on priorities important to the Southern California economy.  This year’s trip includes special briefings with lawmakers, advocacy meetings on specific regional issues and unparalleled business networking with fellow participants. 
2nd Annual Transportation and Infrastructure Convention, March 11-13, 2009, Washington, D.C.
The purpose of the Convention is to educate policy makers from all levels of government on current transportation issues throughout the world.  The goal is to learn, dialogue, advocate, and network with our nation’s transportation and public policy leaders in the executive, congressional branches of government and with private sector leaders and numerous trade associations and groups.
FTA/Virginia Tech Environmental Management System Implementation Institute Workshop, Tuesday, March 17, 2009, Monday, June 15, 2009 and Tuesday, September 8, 2009, Virginia Tech, Roanoke, VA
This is a series of workshops to be conducted by the FTA through Virginia Tech over the course of 2009 in Roanoke, VA.  The purpose of the workshops is to empower participants with the tools and knowledge to begin the process of implementing an Environmental Management System (EMS) within their respective organizations.
CTA Transit Lobby Day, Wednesday, March 25, 2009, Sheraton Grand, Sacramento

California Transit Association’s Transit Lobby Day is a chance to inform Sacramento policymakers about the impact the budget cuts will have on public transit’s ability to operate service in communities statewide.
Quarterly Legislative Briefing, Thursday, April 9, 2009, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m., Gateway Headquarters – Windsor Conference Room, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles
Legislative briefing for elected official’s district staff on current Metro related issues.
2009 Joint Light Rail Conference, April 19-22, 2009, Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles 
Metro will be hosting the 2009 Joint Light Rail Conference sponsored by TRB and APTA.  These conferences are held only once every three years devoted to light rail systems.  The 2009 theme is Growth and Renewal to address the needs of aging systems as well as the many new starts across the country and in Los Angeles.
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