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Today, by a margin 0f 61 to 37 the U.S. Senate adopted an $838 billion economic stimulus bill.  After the bill was adopted on the Senate floor, Congressional leaders moved quickly to name conferees who will be charged with the considerable task of reconciling the House and Senate versions of the stimulus bill.  According to Congressional aides, the goal is to pass the conference report in both chambers and send it to President Obama before leaving for a scheduled Presidents Day recess.  The bill adopted today includes $27 billion in highway funding, $8.4 billion for transit, and $5.5 billion for a new competitive grant program for highway and transit projects.  Metro has issued a letter to House and Senate conferees outlining our transportation-related concerns.  The Senate conferees for the stimulus bill will be Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV), Senator Max Baucus (D-MT), Senator Daniel Inouye (D-HI) and Republican Senators Chuck Grassley (R-IA) and Thad Cochran (R-MS).  The House conferees will be Congressman David Obey (D-WI), Congressman Charles Rangel (D-NY) and Congressman Henry Waxman (D-CA) and Republican Congressmen Jerry Lewis (R-CA) and Dave Camp (R-MI).
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