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In this issue:

· I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Groundbreaking Ceremony
· Media Interviews on I-405 Carpool Lane Finances
· Los Angeles City Council Approves Hail-a-Taxi Pilot Promotional Signage in Hollywood
· 2009 Joint Light Rail Conference Recap
· Media Relations Issues News Release on Hollywood Metro Bus Detours


	I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Groundbreaking Ceremony
Please note for your calendars that Will Kempton has issued information to Caltrans District 7 that May 4, 2009 has been identified as the date to hold a groundbreaking ceremony for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening.  Metro and Caltrans  are working collaboratively on the invitation list that will include  local,  state and congressional representation as well as other government officials from Sacramento and Washington D.C.  The exact time and location have not been determined at this time, however, this is considered a firm date for the event should the board approve the project this Thursday. There will be emphasis on the federal stimulus funding factor on behalf of this project and the employment benefits in the region at the groundbreaking event as a result, Caltrans has invited the administration in Washington, D.C. to participate.

We will continue to share details with you as they are known to us.

Media Interviews on I-405 Carpool Lane Finances
Today, KNX and FOX-TV News interviewed Deputy Chief Capital Management Officer, K.N. Murthy about the financial challenges the Board faces Thursday in awarding a contract to start construction of a 10-mile northbound carpool lane between the 10 and 101 freeways.  He referenced the board report in noting that we have identified $372 million in local, state and federal funds but need $1.034 billion to complete the project.  The funding shortfall was caused by the state’s fiscal woes and lack of an aggressive program to sell transportation Bonds to finance important projects such as the I-405 carpool lane project.  Mr. Murthy said that, hopefully, this will be temporary situation.  However, Board members still must decide if they should wait until full funding is available before proceeding or go forward with the option of building in phases, if necessary.  He also noted that we received a favorable bid and also risk losing $200 million in federal monies if construction of the 10-mile HOV lane doesn’t soon get underway.  Beyond the financial challenges, the project enjoys widespread support because it will help ease traffic congestion for thousands of commuters and generate jobs.
Los Angeles City Council Approves Hail-a-Taxi Pilot Promotional Signage in Hollywood
Today, the Los Angeles City Council approved posting Hail-A-Taxi signage on street signs and lights in Hollywood to promote the use of taxicabs during the summer tourist season.  The Hollywood Property Owner's Alliance will fabricate and install the signs in late May and remove them at the end of September 2009.  City and Metro staff have agreed that the promotional signs will not be placed in Metro bus zones to avoid confusion since the Hail-A-Taxi program does not allow taxis to stop in Metro bus zones to board or discharge customers.  This taxi restriction is to avoid potential service delays and safety issues for our buses.

The Council in July 2008 approved a six-month Hail-A-Taxi Pilot Program, which allows taxi drivers to load and unload passengers in some previously restricted zones in both downtown Los Angeles and Hollywood.  The program was subsequently extended for one year until January 31, 2010. 

2009 Joint Light Rail Conference Recap
On April 19 – 21, 2009, we hosted the 2009 Joint Light Rail Conference themed “Growth and Renewal”, held at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel.  Over 300 people attended the conference which focused on meeting the demands of rapidly growing light rail systems, as well as the needs of older systems facing renewal.  We conducted five technical tours provided for attendees on the 1) Metro Exposition Line, 2) Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, 3) Rail Operations Control Center, 4) Metro Red Line and 5) Metro Gold Line Art.  The tours were filled to capacity and enjoyed by the attendees. 
Supervisor Don Knabe and I spoke during the Opening General Session Monday morning.  Senator James R. Mills was honored during today’s General Luncheon by both APTA and TRB for his outstanding lifelong commitment to transit.  Senator Mills also participated on the Expo Line and Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension tours.

Media Relations Issues News Release on Hollywood Metro Bus Detours
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that Metro buses will be detoured tomorrow night, Wednesday, April 22, to Friday, April 24, when Hollywood Boulevard will be closed for a free concert by the band Depeche Mode.  The release notes that Metro bus lines 180, 181, 217 and 780 will detour from Hollywood Boulevard to Sunset, between Gower and Vine, from about 11 p.m. on Wednesday to 6 a.m. on Friday.  The Metro Red Line Hollywood/Vine Station will remain open and patrons, as well as concert ticket holders, are encouraged to avoid detours and accompanying traffic and take the Metro Red Line to Hollywood.  The event will take place at 8 p.m. Thursday at Hollywood and Vine.  It is presented by the TV show "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" 
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_048.htm
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