	[image: image1.png]@ Metro Daily Brief CEO Arthur T. Leahy




April 22, 2009
20090421-1

In this issue:

· Technical Advisory Committee Holds Special Meeting to Discuss American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
· Live Poetry Reading at Union Station


	Technical Advisory Committee Holds Special Meeting to Discuss American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
Today our Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) held a special meeting to discuss the progress the cities and the County were making towards our first deadline of April 17th to submit projects to Caltrans for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 dollars.  This first deadline was to ensure that Los Angeles County met its ARRA funding targets.  Based on Board direction, any funds remaining unclaimed as of May 18th would be available for a second tier distribution to cities, the County and Caltrans.

Caltrans Local Assistance staff reported that the cities and the County submitted projects for 100% of the available $315 million in Regional Surface Transportation Program funds.  Completed agency authorization requests will be forwarded to Caltrans Headquarters after the approval of the administrative TIP amendment expected to be approved on April 24th.  In addition, per the March Board action, the ProgramMetro.Net database has been opened for those local agencies needing to make final revisions to their projects.

TAC will hold another special meeting soon after May 18th to discuss any un-obligated ARRA funds available for re-distribution through Tier 2.  This meeting corresponds to the March 26, 2009 Board motion.
Live Poetry Reading at Union Station
On Thursday, April 30, 2009, Metro riders, commuters and passers-by will be treated to our annual rush-hour poetry reading at Union Station.  Acclaimed California poets Elena Karina Byrne, Brendan Constantine and Mindy Nettifee will read works aloud in the East Portal area beginning at 4 p.m.  The readings are an extension of the Communications’ Poetry in Motion program which places poetry placards in empty advertising spaces and brings poetry to more than one million Metro bus riders throughout LA County every day.  Admission to the poetry reading is free.
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