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In this issue:

· Congressional Transportation Leader Proposes Mileage-Based Tax
· Riders Notified About Flu Precautions
· Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro’s Public-Private Partnerships
· Los Angeles Times Inquiry on I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project


	Congressional Transportation Leader Proposes Mileage-Based Tax
Today, the Chairman of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee James Oberstar (D-MN) proposed switching from the current 18.4 cents per gallon federal gas tax to a mileage-based gas tax.  The announcement is at odds with the Obama Administration, which has declared its opposition to a mileage-based gas tax as a means to bolster the nation’s Highway Trust Fund.  At a congressional hearing earlier today, Representative Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) suggested that the new highway bill to be considered by Congress later this year should include an expanded pilot program similar to one in Oregon that is testing a mileage-based tax.  In response to Blumenauer’s comment, Oberstar commented, “Why a pilot program? Let’s just phase it in. I think we can do it in two years.”   The idea of moving to a mileage-based tax has raised privacy concerns by critics who are concerned that mileage-compilation devices in vehicles could allow the government to track the movements of drivers and passengers.  Metro staff will continue to closely be engaged with congressional consideration of legislation to replace the existing surface transportation bill, which expires later this year.

Riders Notified About Flu Precautions
We have posted a public health alert on our website advising our customers and all travelers to guard against outbreaks of swine influenza and other illnesses.  The notice includes five useful flu prevention tips, along with links to related information from the California Department of Public Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Email notification on this subject was made available to our online subscribers who request web updates.  Communications is producing posters with flu prevention tips in English and Spanish to be placed on buses and inside rail stations. 

Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro’s Public-Private Partnerships
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that in a continuing effort to deliver essential transit and highway transportation projects to Los Angeles County during tough economic times, the Board approved a public-private partnership consulting services contract to InfraConsult LLC.  The release notes that the task is to help the agency identify, from its Long Range Transportation Plan, viable transportation projects that could be the best candidates for public-private partnerships.

The news release points out that public-private partnerships (PPPs) are being increasingly used by transportation agencies as a promising financing and procurement tool for managing infrastructure costs. For example in the Midwest, the toll road system in Indiana and the Chicago Skyway have been leased to private sector companies.  In Virginia, toll road revenues were used to finance a subway extension to Dulles Airport.  At Metro, PPPs were used successfully to create Metro's compressed natural gas fueling facilities and to install the nation's largest solar panel system at a transit facility at Metro's Support Services Center in downtown Los Angeles.  The release notes that this particular project is expected to cut the facility's annual $1.1 million energy bill in half.
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_055.htm 

Los Angeles Times Inquiry on I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project
Today, the Los Angeles Times inquired about future project funding for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project.  Staff reported that the project will be built in phases based on funding availability, and will utilize a combination of federal, state and local funds.  Approximately one-third of the funding, or $372 million, has already been secured for the project, which is enough money to meet the project’s start-up costs for roughly a 15-month period.  That includes nearly $200 million in federal stimulus funds that are available contingent on construction beginning this year.  The remaining $662 million of project funding will be forthcoming from the State pending the sale of transportation bonds delayed by the State’s fiscal crisis.  Metro has flexibility in its contract language and has established reserves within its budget that will enable it to better manage future project financing risks.  The story is expected to run tomorrow.
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