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	U.S. Court of Appeals Upheld Ruling on Consent Decree
This morning the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit upheld federal Judge Terry Hatter’s earlier ruling (2-1) that Metro had substantially complied with the Consent Decree to improve bus service and there was no legal basis to extend the 10-year decree after it expired in October 2006.  The appeals court noted that Metro added 545 buses to its peak hour fleet to expand service under the Consent Decree and added 1.2 million annual revenue service hours.

This afternoon, City News Service asked Media Relations staff for a brief reaction to today’s appeals court ruling on the Consent Decree.  Media Relations explained that Metro is gratified that the Court upheld Judge Hatter’s earlier ruling.  Staff told the reporter that Metro continues to honor the spirit of the Consent Decree as evidenced by its recent purchase of 150 new buses, the testing of new clean running hybrid engine buses, plans to extend the Metro Orange Line to Chatsworth and introduce new freeway express bus service.  In addition to these and other improvements, Metro also is maintaining low fares.  These efforts helped Metro earn recognition as America’s Best large transit agency in 2006 by the American Public Transportation Association.
SANBAG and RCTC Plan to Develop Own Inland Empire 511 System
The multi-county Motorist Aid and Traveler Information System (MATIS), commonly referred to as “511” provides travelers with traffic, transit, weather and other general traveler information to aid them with their daily commutes by simply dialing 511 from their cell phones. The deployment of the regional 511 system will ensure that Los Angeles County meets the requirement of having a national, inter-operable 511 Traveler Information system deployed throughout the United States.
Over the past year, LA SAFE staff has been working cooperatively with staff from RCTC and SANBAG, as well as our partners OCTA and VCTC, to develop the best possible regional 511 system.  
On April 15, 2009, SANBAG Plans and Programs Committee approved the staff recommendation to drop out of the regional Southern California 511 system and develop a separate Inland Empire 511 system with RCTC.  SANBAG full Board will take up the item on Wednesday, May 6, 2009.

On April 27, 2009, RCTC Plans and Programs Committee approved the staff recommendation to drop out of the regional Southern California 511 system and develop the Inland Empire 511 system with SANBAG.  RCTC full Board will take up the item on Wednesday, May 13, 2009. 

RCTC will act as the lead on this project and both agencies will share in the overall cost to develop and operate the Inland Empire 511 system.  The RCTC report recommends two sole source awards to Iteris Corporation.  One contract is to develop Inland Empire 511 system (web and phone) and the other to operate the system.

The decision by RCTC and SANBAG to develop the separate Inland Empire 511 system came as a surprise to LA SAFE, OCTA and VCTC staff; however, LA SAFE, OCTA and VCTC are still working cooperatively to develop and deploy the regional Southern California 511 system.  The Southern California 511 system is projected to be deployed during 2009.  LA SAFE will continue to work with RCTC and SANBAG, as well as SANDAG who operates the adjoining San Diego 511 system, on areas of joint interest regarding 511 and traveler information to ensure the best possible 511 system for users of our system and travelers throughout the region.

CNG Articulated Bus Inspection
In the April 17th Daily Brief titled “NABI Bus Articulated Joint Issue”, I informed you that over the last several months staff had been working with NABI to identify and repair the welded cross-member assembly near the articulated joint on some of the CNG Articulated buses.  NABI notified us that a permanent solution had been developed.  NABI continues to be supportive and all repairs and expenses are covered under the manufacturer warranty.
This week, Metro staff has been working with North American Bus Industries (NABI) to identify and repair the welded cross-member assembly near the articulated joint on some of the CNG Articulated buses.  Yesterday, NABI inspected and repaired four buses.  To date, 42 buses have been re-welded per their repair procedures.  Ten of these 42 buses were identified with small cracks in the seam weld; all buses are being repaired as part of a retrofit campaign.  This Sunday, NABI will conduct additional inspections of Articulated buses at Division 10 to identify any other buses with cracks.  
There are three Metro locations where the work is being performed, and all three are now fully operational with material and manpower.  NABI's letter to Metro, dated April 16, 2009 indicates completing these repairs in 62 working days.  Assuming 5 day work weeks, July 17, 2009 is the target date to complete the 291 buses.  NABI is currently ahead of the schedule.

Hire LA’s Youth Program
Yesterday, Metro attended Mayor Villaraigosa’s press conference on the Hire LA Youth Program.  The Program expects to provide about 16,500 at-risk individuals, ages 14 to 24, with employment between now and July 2010.  The program is funded in part by the $20.3 million that the City received through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and by partners in both the public and private sectors.  Metro committed to placing 25 individuals and will work with the Los Angeles Community College District and the Wilshire-Metro WorkSource Center to fund additional employment opportunities for young people.  Mayor Villaraigosa and Governor Schwarzenegger joined 300 teenagers on the steps of City Hall to announce the hiring goals and stress the importance of providing educational opportunities for young people.
Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Public Meetings
We have been conducting an Alternatives Analysis study on the Harbor Subdivision Corridor which extends for approximately 26 miles from just south of downtown Los Angeles to the Port area.  Alternatives being considered include Bus Rapid Transit, Light Rail and clean burning Diesel Multiple Units (DMU).  Between April 21st and May 2nd, the Project Team held a second round of five public meetings to introduce and obtain feedback on project alternatives, potential station locations and initial urban design elements associated with station area planning.  The public comment period for this round of meetings will run through May 31, 2009.  The alternatives to move forward for further technical analysis will be presented to the Board in June for approval.  The third and final round of public meetings is scheduled for the early Fall, with the final Alternatives Analysis recommendations scheduled for Board action this winter.

I-405 Groundbreaking Ceremony Time and Location Change
Please note for your calendars that the time and location for the I-405 Groundbreaking Ceremony has changed.  The event has been confirmed for Friday, May 8, 2009 from 2:30 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. at the VA Medical Center in West Los Angeles.
Event Details:

What:              I-405 Groundbreaking Ceremony
When:             Friday, May 8, 2009 from 2:30 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Where:            VA Medical Center – West Los Angeles
                        11301 Wilshire Boulevard
                        Los Angeles, CA 90073

Press Conference will take place south of Wilshire Boulevard between Building 500 and the 405 Freeway near lot 43, physicians' parking lot. (This is located on the southbound side of I-405)
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