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	Metro Wins APTA’s Bus Roadeo
This afternoon, Media Relations issued a news release noting that Metro won the Grand Champion Award at the prestigious 2009 International Bus Roadeo -- a competition generally regarded as the Super Bowl for bus operators and mechanics.  The release notes that more than 90 public transportation systems in North American competed this week in Seattle, Washington.  The winners were announced yesterday at an awards dinner.  The annual competition is held in conjunction with the APTA Bus and Paratransit Conference.

The honor recognizes men and women who keep North America’s bus systems safe and efficient.  It is given to the bus operator and maintenance teams that have the highest combined score in a series of events testing bus operators’ driving skills and mechanics’ abilities to troubleshoot mechanical problems and fix them quickly.  In addition to helping collect points for the Grand Champion Award, the Metro maintenance team came in first in the Maintenance Competition.

The Metro maintenance team of Frank Forde, Rommel Vargas and Andrew Warren Jr. along with operator Juan Navarro came in first or second in four of six timed technical events, accumulating enough points to beat out nearly 100 competitors from transit agencies across the country and Canada.
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_059.htm

Metro Hosts 2nd Annual Sustainability Summit
Today, I along with Directors O’Connor and Katz participated at Metro’s second annual Sustainability Summit at Metropolitan Water District Headquarters.  The summit was open to local city officials, government agencies and other key stakeholders to discuss climate change along with two important legislative bills AB32 – (Pavley) Global Warming Solutions Act and SB 375 – (Steinberg) Redesigning Communities to Reduce Greenhouse Gases.  

AB 32 requires California to reduce statewide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to 1990 levels by 2020.  This is 13 percent below today’s emissions and 28 percent below 2020 projected emissions.  By 2050, emissions must be reduced 50 percent below 1990 levels.  SB 375, also known as the Smart Growth Bill, focuses on reducing greenhouse gas emissions through reducing the number of miles that residential vehicles are driven from a given geographical point to another, and also through land use planning.  An example of this is transit oriented development projects at Metro Rail stations.

Director Katz and I participated in the morning session which gave participants an overview of AB 32 and SB 375 requirements and protocol development.  Other panel members were composed of representatives from the State office of Senator Fran Pavley, the City of Los Angeles, the Southern California Council of Governments (SCAG) and the California Air Resources Board, (CARB).              

The afternoon session featured concurrent breakout sessions on the practical approaches and regional implementations of AB 32 and SB 375.  An update in regional sustainability efforts in Los Angeles County was presented by Patrick Stoner, director, Resource Conversation Programs, Local Government Commission.  Media Relations issued a news release regarding today’s summit.
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_058.htm

National Graphic Design Magazine Gives Metro High Marks

The June 2009 issue of the national publication How Magazine, has a feature article entitled "Go Metro: Design Maps the Route to Cool" which highlights the work of our in-house designers. The multi-page article states that "in a car-crazed town...the creative team is cranking out award-winning designs and changing the agency's image" and that designers are "turning government work into some of the country's best design".  

The publication previously awarded Metro design awards for our fleet paint scheme and graphics, college route pocket guide, series of proprietary icons, fare media series, Metro Works postcards, and Orange Line opening campaign materials.

Safety Fair Press Event Cancelled

The press event scheduled for Saturday, May 9, 2009 at 12:30 a.m. has been cancelled.  However, the Safety Fair will begin as scheduled at 9 a.m. at the East Los Angeles Civic Center.

Monthly CEO Regionwide Meeting

The next Regionwide Transportation CEOs Meeting will be held this Friday, May 8, 2009 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Fiesta Rooms 3 and 4 in La Quinta.  This month, the group will discuss the stimulus discretionary program status and the earmarks subject to rescission.  In addition, they will receive updates on the Metrolink Peer Review, Colton Crossing and the infrastructure container fee.
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