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	Radio Reporter Investigates Metro Rail Accidents

A reporter with Radio Pacifica (KPFK) has inquired regarding Metro Rail accidents with an eye on what the past records could potentially mean for the new Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension. The reporter has requested data on the number of rail accidents on the Metro Blue, Green and Gold lines over the past few years. 
Corporate Safety staff spoke with the reporter today and outlined the process for determining whether crossings along the alignment get grossing gates or not. The reporter was told that Metro, along with the City and County of LA does a field review of the alignment and reviews every crossing to determine what warning devises are to be recommended for installation. A formal application is then filed with the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and they are the ones that approve the application. 
The reporter is working on a story to air in the next couple of weeks concerning safety along the Eastside Extension. Staff also noted our extensive community safety outreach program as well as our current ambassador program where we have 12 individuals positioned at key intersections along the alignment to advise the community that trains are operating in the area and to Stop, Look and Listen before crossing the tracks. 
The reporter plans to attend the Eastside Safety Fair tomorrow and also plans to interview Supervisor Molina, regarding her request to have staff look at gating various intersections. That report is expected to be completed by the end of June.
Diamond Awards

This year’s Diamond Awards will be on May 19, 2009 at the Biltmore Hotel (11:30am).  The Diamond Awards honors businesses that are committed to helping their employees commute to work by car or vanpool, public transportation, biking, walking, teleworking etc.  This year OCTA will join VCTC and Metro in honoring companies and individuals from the respective counties.  About 120-160 honorees, and managers/owners will be attendance.  I am scheduled to speak at 1:15pm during this event.  

Procurement Postings for Next Week

IFB for One-Ton Pick Up Trucks

Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure six standard one-ton pick up trucks.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 13 to June 29, 2009.

These vehicles are used for the moving of medium weight cargo between Metro properties.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.

IFB for Absorbent Pads

Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure absorbent pads.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 15 through August 30, 2009.

The absorbent pads are used to clean up emergency oil and coolant spills.  These inventory parts are needed to ensure that the mechanics can have parts for normal preventative maintenance program.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by contract Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

IFB for Aruba Wireless Access Points
Metro has released an Invitation for Bids for the Aruba Wireless Access Points Implementation project.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 6 to June 26, 2009.

The Metro Information Technology Services Department is seeking qualified suppliers to provide Aruba Wireless Access Point Equipment.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Mark Lu, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4689.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Director Fasana, David Solow, Chief Executive Officer of Southern California Regional Rail Authority, Jim Kenan, Interim, Chief Executive Officer of Orange County Transportation Authority, Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director of Southern California Association of Governments, Jacki Bacharach, Executive Director of South Bay Cities Council of Governments, and Jim Barnfather, Vice President of Marketing, Business Development of Northrop Grumman Federal Credit Union.  

I will also be participating in the Bike to Work Week Press Event, the Los Angeles Chamber Transportation Committee Meeting regarding Implementation Plan for Measure R, and the Public Agencies Work Group Meeting for the new Public Infrastructure Advisory Commission (PIAC).
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