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In this issue:

· Grant Applications for Discretionary Federal Stimulus Funds
· I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Update for VICA Transportation Committee
· CHP Performs Annual Inspection of West Hollywood Division 7
· Congestion Reduction Demonstration Program Meeting and Workshop
· Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro FY10 Budget Public Hearings
· Feature Story on Metro Bus Operator Navarro


	Grant Applications for Discretionary Federal Stimulus Funds
We are developing five grant applications for up to $66.6 million in discretionary federal stimulus funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  The stimulus funding is being made available under the Federal Transit Administration’s Transit Investments for Greenhouse Gas and Energy Reduction Program and the U.S. Department of Energy’s Clean Cities Program.

Under the Transit Investments for Greenhouse Gas and Energy Reduction (TIGGER) Program, the Federal Transit Administration will be administering a total of $100 million nationwide for public transportation projects that reduce a transit system’s greenhouse gas emissions or result in a decrease in a transit system’s energy use.  TIGGER grants provide for 100% federal participation in the total project cost and no local match.  Applications must request a minimum of $2 million and individual grant awards will not exceed $25 million.  Applications are due by May 22, 2009.  We may submit four applications with a combined federal request of up to $62.6 million for the following:

· $15.3 million to install solar panels at five (5) Metro facilities, including the Gold Line Sierra Madre Villa Station parking structure, and on a quarter-mile test segment of the I-405 soundwall of the Sepulveda Pass widening project;

· $8.0 million to replace existing exit signs and tunnel lighting fixtures on the Metro Red and Purple Lines;

· $24.3 million to build and deploy six (6) wayside energy storage substations (WESS) at different locations of the Metro rail system; and

· $15.0 million to design, build, and test a fleet of six (6) heavy-duty battery electric transit buses.

Under the Clean Cities Program, the U.S. Department of Energy will be administering $300 million nationwide for projects that expand the use of alternative-fueled and advanced technology vehicles.  Clean Cities grants provide for 50% federal participation in the total project cost and 50% local match.  Applications must be submitted in partnership with designated agencies of the Clean Cities Coalition, which includes the City of Los Angeles, the City of Long Beach, Antelope Valley, and the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG).  The maximum federal grant per project is $15 million.  Applications are due by May 29, 2009 for first-round consideration.  In partnership with the City of Los Angeles, we may submit an application requesting up to $4.0 million to purchase two (2) mobile compressed natural gas (CNG) fueling stations for re-fueling buses in cases of emergency and breakdowns.

If our applications are approved and federal grants are awarded, we will come before the Board with a recommendation that would accept the federal grants and commit the local match as may be required.  We also will request authorization for me to execute any grant agreements and file any related documents needed to access the federal funding.
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Update for VICA Transportation Committee
This morning Mike Barbour, Executive Officer of Highway Project Management made a presentation on the status of the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project to the VICA Transportation Committee.  During his presentation, he shared that the Board approved the project in April and that the contractor, Kiewit, is currently mobilizing to start work.  VICA has a keen interest in this project as it will provide an HOV component to mitigate what has been identified as the country’s most congested commuter corridor causing severe impacts to those traveling to and from the San Fernando Valley through the Sepulveda Pass.  Future presentations will be made as the project progresses.      

CHP Performs Annual Inspection of West Hollywood Division 7
Today, the California Highway Patrol Motor Carrier Team, from the Los Angeles Southern Division, performed a "Level I" annual terminal inspection at West Hollywood Division 7 as required by California Vehicle Code, Section 34501.  Twenty buses were randomly selected as they returned from service and were inspected for safety and regulatory compliance against the California Code of Regulations, Title 13 and the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance out of Service Guide.  Upon completion of the inspection, Division 7 received a "Satisfactory" rating.
Congestion Reduction Demonstration Program Meeting and Workshop
On Tuesday, May 19, 2009, Councilwoman Jan Perry (Los Angeles City Council District 9) and Metro will hold a community meeting and workshop on the Los Angeles County Congestion Reduction Demonstration Program, a partnership venture of Metro and Caltrans and other mobility partners.  The meeting will highlight potential concepts and operational improvements along Adams Boulevard.
Meeting Details:

When:        Tuesday, May 19, 2009 at 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Where:       Andrew Norman Hall, Los Angeles Orthopaedic Hospital Foundation

                   2400 South Flower Street

                   Los Angeles, CA 90007
For map and parking information please click here.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/Directions.doc

Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro FY10 Budget Public Hearings
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that Metro will hold a public hearing on a draft $3.905 billion budget for Fiscal Year 2009-10 on Wednesday, May 20, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. in the third floor Board room at Metro Headquarters.  Also noted in the release is that the public can view copies of the budget proposal on our website or request a copy by contacting Metro Records Management.  The release also notes that the Board will consider adopting the budget, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009, at their Thursday, May 28 meeting.  The proposed spending plan increase that is $507 million or just under 15 percent more than the current Metro budget is largely due to a spate of new highway and transit building projects such as construction of a 10-mile northbound carpool lane on the I-405 freeway from the 10 to 101 freeways.  Altogether, Metro will undertake $636 million in new programs in FY10, funded largely with federal stimulus funds and the new Measure R transit sales tax that will be collected starting July 1. 
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_062.htm

Feature Story on Metro Bus Operator Navarro
Today, a La Opinion reporter interviewed Metro Bus Operator Juan Navarro, winner of the International Bus Roadeo.  The operator was interviewed at Division 3, where he has worked since 1999, for a story on how he made it to the ultimate bus operator competition.  The feature story is expected to run in tomorrow’s edition.
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