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· Metro Receives First Federal Stimulus Funding Grant Award in FTA Region IX
· L.A. City Council Approves Motion on High Speed Rail
· Bike to Work Downtown L.A. Ride


	Metro Receives First Federal Stimulus Funding Grant Award in FTA Region IX
On Monday, May 11, 2009, we learned that the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) awarded $8.2 million in federal stimulus grant funding to us for our Metro Blue Line Traction Power Substation Replacement Project.  The grant will be used to partially fund the $71.0 million project, which will replace up to twenty aging traction power substations and associated electrical support systems located along the Metro Blue Line right-of-way and Metro Blue Line yard.  The $8.2 million grant is the first award that the FTA has made in Region IX with funding made possible from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).  FTA Region IX serves 141 grantees in the States of Arizona, California, Hawaii and Nevada, as well as the territories of Guam, American Samoa, and the Northern Mariana Islands.

The FTA awarded the $8.2 million grant through its Section 5309 Fixed Guideway Program, and it is a 100% federal grant that requires no local match.  We will use the funding to replace at least two substations.  The FTA expects to award additional 100% stimulus grant funding of $62.8 million through its Section 5307 Urbanized Area Formula Funding Program soon to us to replace up to eighteen substations under the project.  The new substations will consume approximately 5% less energy (about 200,000 kWh per month) than the existing ones.  
L.A. City Council Approves Motion on High Speed Rail
Last week, the Los Angeles City Council approved a Councilmember Tom LaBonge and Wendy Greuel motion directing City staff to assess the impacts of the High Speed Rail routes on the City's community plans, the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan and other specific plans that fall within the proposed routes.  The motion also directed establishing a cohesive City vision and position on alignments.  

Councilmember Ed Reyes expressed concern that the routing option impacts for the phase north of Union Station be included in the study from the route from Anaheim to Union Station.  He also advocated discussing other sites other than Union Station, for example, Piper Tech and the Golden Pig yard.  California High-Speed Rail Authority staff reported that the draft project level EIR/EIS is expected by the end of this year.  The station location will be a part of the EIR/EIS study but at this time an elevated structure over the existing Union Station appears to be the most feasible station option.  Councilmember Reyes stressed the importance of evaluating all alternatives for a downtown station and obtaining community input before a decision is made.  In response to a question from Councilmember Jose Huizar, the Authority staff indicated there is currently no Los Angeles representation on the High-Speed Rail Authority Board.  Councilmember Huizar stressed the importance of having Los Angeles representation on the Authority Board.  Councilmember Janice Hahn stressed the importance of connecting the region's airports to a high speed rail system.
Bike to Work Downtown L.A. Ride
This morning, Media Relations facilitated a successful Bike to Work Downtown L.A. Ride in collaboration with the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition, Los Angeles Department of Transportation and Ketchum Downtown YMCA.  A large group of Los Angeles area cyclists met at the Civic Center Metro Red Line Station and rode through Downtown, passing several Metro Red Line Stations and Pico Metro Blue Line Station before returning to City Hall.  The demonstration ride was intended to show how downtown workers from all over L.A. County can easily access downtown work sites, Metro Rail Stations, civic and entertainment centers by bicycle.  Metro also promoted free rides on public transit for Bike to Work Day Thursday, May 14.  
KTTV Fox 11 conducted live morning broadcasts of the ride, which included live helicopter coverage.  Channel 35 and Downtown News also covered the ride, with stories expected to run in the coming week.
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