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	Senate Unveils Outline of New Surface Transportation Bill
Today, Senator John D. Rockefeller, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation unveiled his vision of the nation’s next surface transportation bill.  The current surface transportation bill, SAFETEA-LU, is set to expire on September 30, 2009.  The Rockefeller draft bill is very broad in scope and provides few clues as to how to pay for the many initiatives included in the legislation.  The bill, entitled the Federal Surface Transportation Policy and Planning Act of 2009, has eight main goals:

· Reduce national per capita motor vehicle miles traveled on an annual basis;

· Reduce national motor vehicle-related fatalities by 50 percent by 2030;
· Reduce national surface transportation-generated carbon dioxide levels by 40 percent by 2030;

· Reduce national surface transportation delays per capita on an annual basis;

· Increase the percentage of system-critical surface transportation assets that are in a state of good repair by 20 percent by 2030;

· Increase the total usage of public transportation, intercity passenger rail services, and non-motorized transportation on an annual basis;

· Increase the proportion of national freight transportation provided by non-highway or multimodal services by 10 percent by 2020; and 

· Reduce passenger and freight transportation delays and congestion at international points of entry on an annual basis. 

We will continue to work with Senator Rockefeller’s staff, with Senators Boxer and Feinstein and our Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation to ensure that all of the priorities in our Board approved reauthorization plan are advanced as Congressional consideration of the surface transportation bill continues in the 111th Congress.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/CommerceAuthorizationProposal.pdf
Governor Schwarzenegger Releases May Budget Revise
Today, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger released his May Budget Revise.  The Governor reported that the decrease in State revenues has created a $15.4 billion deficit that can easily multiply if the appropriate actions are not taken by the Legislature.  The Governor estimates that if the May 19th special election ballot measures, 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D and 1E fail passage, the budget deficit will grow an additional $5.8 billion to $21 billion.  The Governor emphasized that the extent of the budget crisis will require significant budget cuts, borrowing and layoffs.  Specifically in transportation, the Governor is proposing to divert $336 million in “spillover” revenues projected for FY 2009-10 to fund transit bond debt service.  At this time, the Governor has not proposed to suspend Proposition 42.

City Councils Receive Update on Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Project

This week, staff completed a series of seven City Council Meeting presentations and public Open Houses for the cities of Montebello, South El Monte, Pico Rivera, Monterey Park, Commerce, Rosemead and Whittier as part of the Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Project.  Following the open houses, each council received a formal presentation that included a project overview, a review of opportunities and constraints for each alignment, project schedule and next steps.  In consultation with stakeholders, staff is in the process of refining and narrowing four Light Rail Transit build alternatives (SR-60, Beverly, Beverly/Whittier and Washington) in preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Study/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR).  Over 190 community members and elected officials have attended these presentations.  Feedback has demonstrated an overwhelming support for light rail transit.  Community members are generally enthused about the project, and have expressed some concerns regarding rail safety, traffic and construction impacts.  The Board is expected to review the alternatives for the EIS in early fall 2009.
San Gabriel Valley Legislative Caucus Discuss Measure R
The San Gabriel Valley Legislative Caucus held a meeting over the weekend to discuss Measure R and the benefits to San Gabriel Valley.  I was invited to make a presentation on the implementation of Measure R.  The meeting was lead by Assemblymember Ed Hernandez who is the Chair of the Caucus.  In addition, Metro Director John Fasana and Assemblymember Mike Eng, Chair of the Assembly Transportation Committee, also attended the meeting. Presentations were also made by Raja Mitwasi from Caltrans, Paul Hubler from Alameda Corridor-East Construction Authority, and Habib Balian from the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension.

Metro Rail Service Alerts
Metro Blue Line

On Friday, May 15, due to grade crossing replacement work at Century Boulevard, from 9 p.m. until close of service, northbound trains will run 3 minutes later than regular schedule beginning from Transit Mall at 8:24 p.m. and every 20 minutes through 11:24 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow will run regular schedule between 11:41 p.m. and 1:41 a.m.  

On Saturday, May 16, due to grade crossing replacement work at Century Boulevard, trains will run only every 20 minutes all day.  Before 5 a.m., trains will run 1-4 minutes later than regular schedules.  Trains leave Transit Mall at 5:08 a.m., 5:28 a.m., 5:48 a.m. and every 20 minutes until approximately 2:06 p.m.  Then trains leave Transit Mall at 2:23 p.m., 2:43 p.m., 3:03 p.m. and every 20 minutes until 11:23 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow will run regular schedule between 11:41 p.m. and 1:41 a.m.  Trains leave 7th/Metro Center at 5:05 a.m., 5:25 a.m., 5:45 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 12:45 a.m.

On Sunday, May 17, due to grade crossing replacement work at Century Boulevard, trains will run only every 20 minutes all day.  Before 5 a.m., trains will run 1-4 minutes later than regular schedules.  Northbound trains from Transit Mall will leave at 5:03 a.m., 5:23 a.m., 5:43 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 11:23 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow will run regular schedule between 11:41 p.m. and 1:41 a.m.  Trains leave 7th/Metro Center at 5:05 a.m., 5:25 a.m., 5:45 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 12:45 a.m. 
Metro Gold Line

On Friday and Saturday, May 15-16, due to construction activities, trains to Union Station from Sierra Madre Villa will run 3 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:543 p.m. and 11:34 p.m., then 11:51 p.m., 12:11 a.m. and 12:31 a.m.
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