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	U.S. House of Representatives Version of Climate Change Bill Reportedly Shortchanges Transit
Next Monday, the Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, Representative Henry Waxman (D-CA) plans to mark up climate change legislation.  Unfortunately, in its current form, the legislation does not allocate any revenue from the sale of emission allowances for transit programs.  Metro, APTA and other transportation stakeholders have been lobbying the committee to dedicate a percentage of cap and trade proceeds for transportation programs and projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Instead, the bill proposes directing emission allowances for the electricity sector, for oil refiners, for renewable energy initiatives, for the prevention of tropical deforestation, among other uses.  We have and will continue to work with Senator Barbara Boxer and her staff to ensure that the climate change bill to be considered shortly by the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, which she chairs, does not omit transit as a recipient of emission allowances.  Chairman Waxman has faced sustained pressure from his colleagues from oil and coal producing states, many of whom serve on his committee, to direct emission allowances to those industries.  For your review, is a document detailing the proposed distribution of emissions allowances in the climate change bill to be considered next week by the House Energy and Commerce Committee.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/ProposedAllowanceAllocation.pdf

Exploratory Drilling Work to Test Soil Begins for Westside Subway Extension Draft EIS/EIR

On Monday, May 18, 2009, our contractors will begin conducting exploratory drilling as a part of the Draft EIS/EIR currently underway for the Westside Subway Extension.  This work will occur over the next 2-3 months at approximately 70 sites throughout the study area.  Soil removed from the sites will be sent to a lab for analysis to assess soil and other conditions.  Work at each site will occur during day time hours, will take place over 1-3 days, and has received all necessary permits.  An ongoing outreach effort is underway to ensure that those closest to the drilling locations are informed when the work is coming to their area.  

Critical Business Systems Successfully Recovered During the Annual Disaster Recovery Exercise
To ensure that Metro can continue to operate in the event of a disaster that does not allow us to inhabit USG/Gateway Bldg, we have contracted for use of a “hot site” in New Jersey, California and Arizona to recreate our computer systems in order to continue to provide access to our business systems, such as FIS, TOTS, M3, Payroll, etc.  Cypress, California will be our alternate work site, with a capacity for 100 essential personnel, in the event the unthinkable occurs and the Gateway Building becomes unavailable because of a natural disaster.
Annually we execute our disaster recovery plan to prepare for and evaluate our ability to successfully replicate our computer environment.  The purpose of the disaster recovery exercise is similar to the purpose for doing fire drills – to train staff on the procedure and evaluate your ability to execute the procedure.  Designated SBU personnel participate in the exercise, from the Cypress location, by validating their business applications were restored successfully.
During the annual disaster recovery exercise, which concluded on May 7, 2009, we successfully recovered our critical business systems.  Coordinated by Information Technology Services, the exercise was conducted at the contracted hot sites in New Jersey, Arizona, and California.  Arizona, a smaller site, was used to rapidly recover desktop functions, such as e-mail and internet access and New Jersey, a larger site, was used to recreate our business systems environment.  
Media Inquiry on Metro Orange Line Extension Tenant Relocation
The Los Angeles Times has inquired about tenants along the planned extension of the Metro Orange Line who claim that Metro is discriminating against them by displacing them from their properties, while giving preferential treatment to neighboring businesses.  Real Estate and Construction Management staff reported that we have endeavored to co-exist with several tenants along the alignment in a land share agreement if enough property could be made available to continue to operate their business.  We work with each business on an individual basis, based on its unique circumstances.  However, we are offering relocation advisory services to all tenants and full relocation benefits to business that existed on the alignment prior to our purchase of the right-of-way.  We have officially given a 90 day notice to affected tenants as of May 15, 2009. Nevertheless, construction is not expected to begin in tenant-leased properties until late 2009 or early 2010.  The story is expected to run next week.

Expo Phase 2 Industry Review
The Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority is developing a procurement process for Phase 2 of the Exposition Light Rail Transit Project.  EXPO anticipates using a design-build delivery method which would include completion of preliminary engineering (PE) and using EXPO Phase 1 design to develop firm fixed price proposals.

The Industry Review meeting is being held on Monday, May 18, 2009, at 10:30 am, at the Veterans Memorial Complex, in the Rotunda Room, located at 4117 Overland Avenue in Culver City, California.

Procurement Postings for Next Week
IFB for Map Cases

Procurement will issue an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure Map Cases.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 19 to June 25, 2009 

The Map Cases will be installed at key Metro bus and rail transfer points to enhance customer information visibility.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Bassar Richardson, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4596.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting individually with Directors Failing, Fasana, Huizar, Molina, Najarian, and Yaroslavsky.  In addition, I will be meeting with Assemblymember Mike Eng; Maria Elena Durazo, Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor; James Kenan, Interim Chief Executive Officer of the Orange County Transportation Authority; and Nick Patsouras.  I will also be participating in the California Public Utilities Commission’s State Safety Oversight Meeting, the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments’ Transportation Committee Meeting, the Central City Association General Membership Meeting, the 11th Annual Rideshare Diamond Awards, and the League of California Cities Annual Countywide City Managers’ Meeting.  Finally, I will be briefing local transportation beat reporters regarding the proposed FY10 Budget.
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