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	Actively Supporting Metrolink’s Effort to Secure Federal Funds for Positive Train Control
As the 111th Congress begins consideration of its annual spending measures and the authorization of a new surface transportation bill, Metro is actively lobbying the House and Senate to provide funds for a Positive Train Control (PTC) system on Metrolink’s rail network.  Last week, I sent a letter to Congress expressing our concern that the federal budget released by the Obama Administration earlier this month did not include funds for the Railroad Safety Technology grants that were authorized under the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008.  I shared that our Board has identified, as its number one legislative priority, safety enhancements of commuter rail services provided by Metrolink in Los Angeles County and adjoining counties.  
We and our federal advocates are currently advancing three requests regarding PTC: 1.) We are encouraging the House and Senate to appropriate $50 million in the Transportation, Housing and Urban Development appropriations subcommittee bills for Fiscal Year 2010 for rail safety technology.  This amount would equal the amount authorized under the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008, which was adopted last year with our strong support.  2.) We are working with our partners in Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura counties to support Metrolink’s appropriations request of $40 million for PTC during Fiscal Year 2010.  3.) We are actively working to include language in the new surface transportation bill that would create the “Southern California Positive Train Control Pilot Program’’ that would demonstrate the safety benefits of PTC technology on commuter rail safety in corridors with a high density of commuter and freight train operations. 
The language, as currently written, would authorize that $20 million be appropriated for each of Fiscal Years 2010 through 2015 to carry out this pilot program.  We are grateful for the leadership of Congressmen Henry Waxman (D-CA), Adam Schiff (D-CA) and Elton Gallegly (R-CA) for seeking the inclusion of this language in the new surface transportation bill.
Defense Verdict in Pedestrian Accident

On May 4, 2009, a downtown jury found no liability to Metro in a pedestrian accident with one of our buses.  This accident occurred on the afternoon of January 1, 2007 at the corner of Westmoreland and Pico Boulevard.  The pedestrian stepped off of the curb into the path of the westbound Metro bus on Pico, striking the rear of the vehicle.  The seventy-six year old female pedestrian injured in this accident sustained bruises, sprains and strains as well as multiple fractures.  The operator testified that the light was green for his direction of travel as he went through the intersection.  An independent witness testified in our favor that the bus went through the intersection as the light was turning red.  At the unsuccessful mediation prior to trial, the pedestrian’s attorney demanded $80,000 and Metro offered $1,000.  At trial, the pedestrian's counsel asked the jury for $500,000, but the jury returned a verdict awarding no damages.

Central City Association General Membership Meeting
This afternoon, the Central City Association held its General Membership meeting with a theme of “L.A.’s Transportation Future: Making Measure R Work”, at the Sheraton in Downtown Los Angeles.    California Transportation Commissioner Dario Frommer, Director Katz and I participated on a panel and discussed how to maximize the potential of Measure R to improve our transportation future, including possibilities for public-private partnerships and other private sector assistance.  
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