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· Media Relations Issues Press Release on CARB Fines
· Media Inquiries on Metro Blue Line Fatality
· Media Inquiries on FY10 Budget
· Metro Rail Service Alerts


	Media Relations Issues Press Release on CARB Fines
Today, Media Relations issued a press release on my statement regarding the fines we received from the California Air Resources Board (CARB).  In addition, City News Service called Media Relations for a response to the fines levied against us by CARB.  Staff explained that Metro accepted responsibility for the violations, which stemmed from poor record-keeping of exhaust smoke emission tests.  We have changed our procedures and are now in full compliance.  Metro also is installing exhaust modifications to its tow trucks and other non-revenue vehicles in compliance with CARB standards.  Staff noted that Metro only has 47 diesel buses in its fleet and another 131 are operated by sub-contractors.  The agency operates more than 2,500 compressed natural gas buses and has been honored by CARB and the South Coast Air Quality Management District for its clean air efforts.  Metro transit services reduce air pollution by 76 tons a day in Los Angeles County.
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_069.htm

Media Inquiries on Metro Blue Line Fatality
This afternoon there was a Blue Line fatality as a North Bound train at 48th Place between the Vernon and Slauson stations struck a pedestrian.  Blue Line service had to single track around the incident between Florence and Washington with about a 15 to 20 minute service delay.  The victim was a male Hispanic and was apparently walking west bound on 48th Place when the accident occurred.  The Los Angeles Sheriff Department (LASD), Los Angeles County Fire Department (LAFD) and Metro Field Supervisors were immediately dispatched to the scene.  The fatality is being investigated by LASD.  Media Relations staff also responded to the scene.  Channel 34, KFI and City News Service inquired regarding the fatality.
Media Inquiries on FY10 Budget
Today, the Pasadena Star News inquired about funding for Measure R project within the agency’s FY10 budget.  The reporter wanted to know why the Metro Red Line Westside Extension was scheduled to receive $11.77 million in the FY10 budget, and the Gold Line Foothill LRT Extension was slated to only receive $127,000.  Metro’s Chief Financial Services Officer reported that the Board had earlier authorized the agency to study the Westside extension project, and funds would be applied to move the study forward, not for construction.  The proposed expense for the Gold Line Foothill Extension project was to preliminarily fund oversight of the project.  The Board is committed to adding the project into the agency’s Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan.  The story is expected to run tomorrow.

Metro Rail Service Alerts
Metro Blue Line

On Friday, May 22, 2009, due to maintenance work after 8:30 p.m., trains will run every 20 minutes.  Northbound trains will run 3 minutes later than regular schedule beginning from Transit Mall at 8:44 p.m. and every 20 minutes through 11:24 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow will run according to regular schedule between 11:41 p.m. and 1:41 a.m. 

On Saturday, May 23, 2009, due to maintenance work after 8:30 p.m., trains will run every 20 minutes.  Northbound trains will run 9 minutes later than regular schedule beginning from Transit Mall at 8:50 p.m. and every 20 minutes through 11:30 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow will run 9 minutes later than regular schedule between 11:50 p.m. and 1:10 a.m., then 1:21 a.m. and 1:41 a.m.
Metro Gold Line

On Saturday, May 23, 2009, testing of the Gold Line Eastside Extension will begin.  Trains will be running from Sierra Madre Villa to Atlantic, with all passengers exiting the train at Union Station.  New train schedules will go into effect on that date.  Timetables are available on Gold Line trains or on the website at www.metro.net.
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