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	Southern California Transportation Agencies Urge Senator Boxer to Address Transit Needs in Climate Change Bill

Today, our agency and the regional transportation agencies for Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura Counties sent a letter to U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) urging her to include funding for transit in the climate change legislation to be considered by the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee, which she chairs.  As reported in a Legislative Update earlier today, the climate change bill approved by the House Energy and Commerce Committee did not set aside revenue from the sale of emissions for transportation programs that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as called for by Metro and the entire transit community.  The correspondence to Senator Boxer strongly urges her to dedicate funding from the sale of emission allowance for public transportation when her committee takes up climate change legislation later this year.  Consistent with the discussion at the Executive Management and Audit Committee yesterday, we will be working with other Los Angeles County stakeholders to ensure that Senator Boxer understands how important it is to set aside at least 10% of cap and trade revenues for transit and other green transportation programs.

boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/ClimateChangeBoxer.pdf

Clarification on Rail Yard Site for Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension
At the May 20 Planning and Programming Committee, Board members requested a clarification on whether a rail yard site had been cleared as part of the Gold Line Foothill Extension Environmental Impact Report (EIR).   The components of the Gold Line Foothill Extension that have been environmentally cleared are light rail transit between Pasadena and Azusa, stations and parking in the cities of Arcadia, Monrovia, Duarte, Irwindale, and Azusa, and eight traction power substations along the route.  Though a potential maintenance and operation facility on the Miller Brewing Company property in Irwindale was discussed in the EIR, it was not environmentally cleared.  
Metro Orange Line Bus Fire
This afternoon, a west bound Metro Orange Line bus caught fire while operating on the line at Ethel Street between Coldwater Canyon Avenue and the Orange Line’s Valley College station.  Passengers on board the bus were successfully evacuated and were walked back to the Valley College station.  The fire was confined to the engine compartment of the bus and was quickly extinguished by the fire department.  There were no injuries reported.  Orange Line buses are being detoured around the incident via Chandler Boulevard.  There is an 8 to 12 minute service delay.  The bus will be towed back to the division for further inspection.  The incident occurred shortly after 3 p.m. this afternoon.

Channel 7 Media Investigation Report on Metro Accessible Service
As an update to today’s Special Alert on Channel 7 Media Investigation on Metro Accessible Service, Media Relations was just informed by Channel 7 News producer, Lisa Bartley that the first 2 stories on Metro’s Accessibility service will be airing on Tuesday, May 26 at 5 p.m. and 11 p.m.  A second story will air on Wednesday; time is yet to be determined.  More segments to her overall investigative story will run after that. Ms. Bartley conducted a 2 month undercover investigation and rode on over 75 buses.

Status of Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Opening
Yesterday, I toured the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension to assess our operational readiness of the line.  There are still a number of critical safety related issues that need to be addressed prior to announcing the revenue operations date.  As reported at the May Committee meetings, I will inform the Board of my decision next week on the feasibility of opening the line in June.

Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice
On Friday, May 29, 2009 through Friday, June 5, 2009, there will be a temporary closure along eastbound Exposition Boulevard, between Arlington Avenue and Gramercy Place, in the Mid-Corridor segment of the Expo Light Rail Line.  This closure is necessary to finish work on underground utilities.
What:           Temporary street closure and detour

When:           Friday, May 29, 2009 through Friday, June 5, 2009

                     Daytime Work Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
                     Nighttime Work Hours: Monday through Thursday, 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

                     Friday Nights Only: 11:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.

Where:         Eastbound Exposition Boulevard between Arlington Avenue and Gramercy Place 

Traffic Impacts:        

· No vehicular traffic will be allowed on eastbound Exposition Boulevard past 7th Avenue. 

· Westbound Exposition Boulevard will remain open to through traffic.

· Eastbound traffic will be detoured south at 7th Avenue and east at Rodeo Road which becomes eastbound Exposition Boulevard past Gramercy Place.

· 7th Avenue and Arlington Avenue will remain open to northbound and southbound traffic during this construction activity.

· All saw-cutting and construction activities believed to cause an unusual amount of noise disturbance to the surrounding community will be completed during the day. 

Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used as required to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 

Advisories:   
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. 

· Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
Procurement Postings for Next Week
IFB for Design and Construction Services for the ATMS Computer Room Modifications

Procurement will issue an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure design and construction services for the ATMS computer room modifications.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 25 to September 3, 2009.

The work consists of final design and construction of modifications to the ATMS Data Center’s existing computer rooms cooling systems, ventilations systems, fire protection system, electrical power systems, and room modifications located on the 6th floor at the Gateway Building.  The work is necessary for improved disaster recovery and emergency operation of the ATMS, as well as to accommodate new computer hardware.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Wayne Okubo, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213)922-7466.

IFB for Bike Racks

Procurement will issue and IFB next week to procure bike racks.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 29, 2009 through September 30, 2009.

Bike racks are equipment installed on the bus fleet to allow the customers to bring their bikes on the buses.  These inventory parts are needed to ensure that the mechanics can have parts for the normal preventative maintenance program.  

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting individually with Directors Antonovich, Dubois, Knabe, Ridley-Thomas, Robinson, Villaraigosa, and Yaroslavsky.  I will also be meeting with Congressman Adam Schiff and OCTA Board Member Gregory Winterbottom, and separately with L.A. City Councilmembers Bill Rosendahl and Ed Reyes.  In addition, I will be participating in the Wilshire/Western Joint Development Grand Opening, the FTA New Start Projects Quarterly Review Meeting, and the Southern California Regional Chapter of the Conference of Minority Transportation Officials (COMTO) Meeting.
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