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	Transit Agencies Would be Permitted to Use Stimulus Funds for Operating Assistance Under Bill Adopted by U.S. Senate

Last week, the U.S. Senate adopted legislation that would permit us and other transit agencies to use a portion of our stimulus funds “for the operating costs of equipment and facilities for use in public transportation.”  Specifically, Section 1202 of the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act would permit us to use no more than 10% of transit formula funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) for transit operating assistance.  As written, Section 1202 would permit transit agencies to amend ARRA applications to make up to 10% of the grant amount available for operating assistance.  The House-passed version of the supplemental spending bill did not include similar language.  The bill will go to a House-Senate conference shortly and be voted on when Congress returns from its Memorial Day recess next week.  We will be closely monitoring this provision and working with the American Public Transportation Association to ensure that language similar to Section 1202 is retained in the conference report.  For your review, the text of section 1202 may be read on page 180 of the attached PDF.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/supplementalpassedbysenate.pdf

Congresswoman Introduces Bill to Create National Infrastructure Development Bank
Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) has introduced legislation (H.R. 2521) to create a National Infrastructure Development Bank.  The bill would fund and create a bank that would direct public and private dollars toward infrastructure projects of national or regional significance.  A similar proposal was included in the Obama Administration’s Budget released earlier this year.  Like the proposal in the Obama Budget, this legislation would capitalize the bank at a rate of $5 billion for five years. In introducing the bill last week, DeLauro shared that the bank would be modeled after the European Investment Bank and would make investment decisions on transit, highway and other funding projects based on determinations made by an objective and independent Board of Directors.  Staff is reviewing this legislation and will provide a recommendation to the Board on the measure next month.

Metro Blue Line Train vs. Truck Accident
This afternoon, Media Relations responded to the scene of an accident involving a Metro Blue Line train and a pick-up truck.  The incident occurred at approximately 1:30 p.m. at Washington and Los Angeles Street near downtown Los Angeles.  The train was southbound when a small pick-up truck apparently made a left hand turn in front of the train.  One person (female) in the truck was injured and transported to a nearby hospital with non-threatening injures.  No injuries were reported on board the train.  There was a 15 minute service delay as trains singled tracked through the area.  City News Service, KFI radio and KCBS/KCAL inquired regarding the accident.  There were no news media at the scene.

Metro in the Community
This Saturday Metro Volunteers were at the Arcadia County Park to help celebrate the 12th Annual "Remembering our Veterans & Their Families" Festival where they shared information about Metro services and answered questions.  In recent weeks, our Volunteers have participated in several events including supporting the Metropolitan Water District Spring Green Fair on May 7, and the National Train Day event on May 9 at Union Station.  Volunteers also supported Bike to Work Day at eight locations throughout the County where they provided information on Metro Bus & Rail as well as the new Transit Access Pass.
Solair Wilshire Joint Development Grand Opening 

Board members are invited to participate in the grand opening ceremony for “Solair Wilshire,” the newest transit-oriented joint development project on the Wilshire/Western Metro Purple Line Station this Friday, May 29.  Solair Wilshire features a 22-story, 186 for-sale condominium complex with 40,000 square feet ground level retail plaza atop the Wilshire/Western subway station terminus.  The event, which begins at 9:30 a.m., will include ribbon cutting ceremony, unfurling of a grand opening banner as well as a press tour.  Free board member parking on-site is available off of Oxford Avenue on Level B in the Solair garage. 
Event details:

What:    Solair Wilshire Grand Opening

When:   Friday, May 29, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.

Where:  Wilshire / Western Metro Purple Line Station 

              3785 Wilshire Boulevard

              Los Angeles, CA 90005
Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so that we may make the necessary arrangements.

Metro Bus Detour - Demonstrations Planned due to Supreme Court Ruling on Prop 8
Due to the Supreme Court ruling upholding Proposition 8, banning same sex marriage, protesters are planning to march today in West Hollywood.  The demonstrators are due to march east on Santa Monica Boulevard, up to Highland to Hollywood Boulevard to La Brea, down Sunset and back into West Hollywood.  LAPD will begin alerting drivers and residents in the area to road closures.  Street closures around Division 7 are expected to start between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., and the full march closures will be in place shortly after that.  We have supervisors assigned specifically to assist with issues related to the march.  Metro Bus lines expected to be impacted by the march include: 2, 4, 10, 105, 156, 212, 217, 220, 305 and 550.
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