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	67 House Members Call for Transit Operating Assistance in SAFETEA-LU Authorization

A group of House members recently sent a letter to House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Jim Oberstar requesting the inclusion of language in the next transportation authorization bill that would allow public transportation agencies to use transit formula funds for operating purposes.  The letter highlights the dire budgetary crisis confronting all transit systems and calls attention to the need for operating assistance in the face of ever-increasing ridership.  It also specifically mentions Los Angeles as an example of a large metropolitan area struggling with declining revenues from state and local sources.  

At our urging, numerous members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation signed onto the letter, including Representatives Adam Schiff, Lucille Roybal-Allard, Maxine Waters, Brad Sherman, Linda Sanchez, Grace Napolitano, Diane Watson and Laura Richardson.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/Lipinski.pdf

FTA New Starts Projects Quarterly Review Meeting
Yesterday’s, FTA New Starts Projects Quarterly Review Meeting began with opening statements by Leslie Rogers, FTA Regional Administrator, Region IX.  He announced administrative changes in the agency including the appointment of Peter Rogoff as the FTA Administrator.  He introduced Melanie Robertson a new employee with the FTA/FHWA. Mr. Rogers outlined the advancement of Stimulus Funds under the ARRA program and Metro’s share of such funds.  

I discussed organizational changes including plans to hire a Deputy CEO.  I also briefed the FTA on the FY10 Budget and Long Range Plan and mentioned that a decision on the Eastside Project ROD is currently under review.

Chief Financial Services Officer, Terry Matsumoto provided an update on our financial status for the third quarter of FY09.  Most notably, rail and bus ridership continues to rise and operating costs are below the budget.  He also noted that we received $219.5 million in stimulus funds.  

Staff provided updates on: 

· The 2550 Rail Vehicle Program - twenty-one vehicles have been conditionally accepted.  We are evaluating Ansaldobreda’s recovery plan and a decision on exercising contract options for the purchase of additional vehicles is pending.

· Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension - project achieved a significant milestone completing over 4 million man-hours without a lost time incident.  Construction progress is 98% and Systems installation is 99% complete.  The project continues on-time and within budget and is scheduled to open for revenue service in late June or July 2009.    

· Mid-City/Exposition LRT Phase 1 and Phase 2 Projects - design is currently 96% complete and Construction is 37% complete.  

In addition, Chief Planning Officer, Carol Inge provided updates on the Crenshaw, Westside, Eastside and Regional Connector Transit Corridor Projects.  She also outlined the Wilshire Boulevard BRT and the Metro Rapid System Gap Closure Project.  Roger Moliere, Chief of Real Property Management and Development updated them on our Joint Development Program at station sites and transit corridors.  Rail General Manager, Mike Cannell provided a status on the Mid-Way Yard and Rail Fleet Management Plan.  Chief Operations Officer, Carolyn Flowers provided a status on the Eastside Bus/Rail Interface Plan.

The next FTA New Start Projects Quarterly Review Meeting is tentatively scheduled for August 26, 2009.    
Forum: “Rebuilding and Renewing America: Infrastructure Strategies for the Southwest Megaregion”
On Friday, June 19, 2009, the “Rebuilding and Renewing America: Infrastructure Strategies for the Southwest Megaregion” forum will be held at the Davidson Conference Center on the campus of the University of Southern California in Los Angeles from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  This forum is part of America 2050, a national initiative to develop an infrastructure strategy for America’s future growth, competitiveness and sustainability. 

The day’s activities will include panel discussions and audience participation with prominent leaders from throughout the region as well as national leaders who will guide the formation of a national infrastructure investment strategy.  Leaders from the region’s business, civic, government and academic communities will have an opportunity to identify and prioritize strategic investments in transportation, water, and energy.  The forum also hope to address the pressing issues of how to govern and finance the major infrastructure and related region-wide issues facing the Southwest Megaregion’s economy (the megaregion encompasses Southern California, the Las Vegas metropolitan area and Baja California).  

You are welcome to register at http://bit.ly/3Hp8a.  There is a registration fee of $25.  If you have any questions regarding the Forum, please contact Bev Perry by e-mail at bev.perry@usc.edu or by phone at 213-821-2550.  

What:      Forum: “Rebuilding and Renewing America: Infrastructure Strategies for the Southwest Megaregion”

When:     Friday, June 19, 2009 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where:    Davidson Conference Center on USC Campus
Cost:       Registration fee of $25; register at http://bit.ly/3Hp8a

Contact:  bev.perry@usc.edu or by phone at 213-821-2550

Media Attending Today’s Board Meeting
The Los Angeles Times, Daily News, City News Service, KPCC radio and KABC Eyewitness News attended today’s Metro Board meeting.  Reporters were interested in the discussion on the light rail car contract as well as the adoption of the FY10 Budget.  Media Relations distributed a news release following the Board meeting on the approval of the FY10 Budget and did follow-up interviews with the LA Times and the Business Journal.  Stories may appear later today and tomorrow.  The Daily Breeze also inquired about Board action on setting aside $5 million for the Harbor Subdivision/Green Line Extension project.
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_074.htm
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