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	Metro Board Member Appointed to the High Speed Rail Authority
Yesterday, the Governor announced his appointment of Metro Board Director Richard Katz to the California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSR). Director Katz will be the only member representing the Los Angeles region on the nine-member Board.  Last November, voters approved Proposition 1A that provided $9 billion in bond funding for the 800-mile statewide network and $950 million to finance capital improvements to commuter, intercity rail and local transit lines that will connect to the high speed rail system.  In addition, President Obama included $8 billion high speed rail in the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009.  I look forward to working with Director Katz in his new capacity to advance Metro’s high speed rail priorities.

Metro Participates in FRA Workshop on High Speed Rail
Yesterday, the Federal Rail Administration (FRA) held a high speed and intercity passenger rail workshop in Sacramento.  Our planning and government relations staff participated in the workshop to learn more about the FRA’s plan to issue interim guidance on the $8 billion in high speed rail funds made available through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  By June 17, 2009 the FRA is expected to issue interim guidance that will describe high-speed and intercity passenger rail program requirements, funding opportunities for these programs including ARRA funds, and application requirements.  The workshop held in Sacramento is part of a nationwide listening tour being held in seven regions across the country.  We will be carefully following the FRA’s actions with respect to the $8 billion made available for high speed rail through ARRA. 
Solair Wilshire Grand Opening
This morning I joined Mayor Villaraigosa, Koar Development Group and members of the Koreatown community to celebrate the grand opening of “Solair Wilshire,” the latest joint development project on the Metro Rail System.  Located atop the Wilshire/Western Metro Purple Line Station, the $160 million project features a 22-story contemporary glass-walled building that contains 186 for-sale residential units and 40,000 square-foot retail plaza.  The retail plaza is already 90 percent leased to 15 businesses, and 40 percent of the condominium units have already been pre-sold, making the project a shining example of smart growth in a troubled economy.  Solair Wilshire is the latest development within Metro’s Joint Development Program, which seeks to provide appropriate transit-oriented development at and adjacent to transit stations and corridors.  
Numerous media attended this morning’s press event, including KABC 7, KFWB, Metro Networks, La Opinion, Korea Times, Korea Daily and others.  In addition, Media Relations issued a news release.  Stories are expected to run today and over the weekend.
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_075.htm

Metro Rail Service Alerts
Metro Gold Line

On Friday and Saturday, May 29-30, due to construction activities, trains to Union Station will depart Sierra Madre Villa every 20 minutes, beginning at 7:54 p.m., 8:14 p.m., 8:34 p.m. and continuing through 11:34 p.m., then 11:51 p.m., 12:11 a.m. and 12:31 a.m. 

On Sunday, May 31, due to construction activities, trains to Union Station will run 3 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:53 p.m. and 11:34 p.m., then 11:51 p.m., 12:11 a.m. and 12:31 a.m.
Metro Red Line/Purple

On Sunday-Thursday, May 31-June 4, due to maintenance work after 9 p.m., Red Line trains may be delayed up to 2 minutes. 

Metro Blue Line

On Tuesday, June 2, due to maintenance work after 8:30 p.m., trains will run every 20 minutes – Northbound trains will run 3 minutes later than regular schedule beginning from Transit Mall at 8:44 p.m. and every 20 minutes through 11:24 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow will run according to regular schedule between 11:41 p.m. and 1:41 a.m.

On Wednesday, June 3, due to maintenance work after 8:30 p.m., trains will run every 20 minutes – Northbound trains will run 6 minutes later than regular schedule beginning from Transit Mall at 8:27 p.m. and every 20 minutes through 11:27 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow will run according to regular schedule between 11:41 p.m. and 1:41 a.m.

Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice
In June 2009 through August 2009, there will be a traffic reconfiguration of National Boulevard between Hayden Avenue and Eastham Drive in the West End segment of the Expo Light Rail Line.  The traffic reconfiguration is necessary in order to realign existing concrete barriers along the

National Boulevard access road from Hayden Avenue to Eastham Drive, south of the Exposition Right-of-Way. 

What: traffic reconfiguration. 
When the barriers are realigned, work behind the K-rail will include activities such as:

· Fire hydrant relocation

· Traffic signal conduit relocation

· Storm drain line replacement

· Demolition and replacement of curbs, gutters and medians

· Installation of various curb returns and signal foundations

When: June 2009 through August 2009

Daytime Work Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Where: Exposition ROW adjacent to National Blvd. access road, from Hayden Ave. to Eastham Drive.

Traffic Impacts:

· Local access will be maintained for all businesses and residents.

· Trucks traveling the access road for deliveries may find their turning radius reduced and are advised to take alternate routes whenever possible.

Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
Procurement Postings for Next Week
IFB for Wheel Loader

Procurement will issue an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure a Wheel Loader.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 1 through August 10, 2009.

A wheel loader is used to support Metro Blue Line Grade Crossing improvements project.  This procurement is needed to procure a wheel loader rather than continuing to rent this equipment.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Wang, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-2632.

IFB for Backhoe Tractor

Procurement will issue an IFB next week to procure a Backhoe Tractor.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 1 through August 10, 2009.

A backhoe tractor is used for the maintenance and repairs on the right of ways and yards.  This procurement is needed to procure a backhoe tractor to replace the existing piece of equipment.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Wang, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-2632.

IFB for Lead Weights

Procurement will issue an IFB next week to procure Lead Weights.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 4 through July 15, 2009.

The lead weights are used to maintain proper tension on the overhead catenary lines.  This procurement is needed to replace the existing weights at Metro Gold Line.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Wang, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-2632.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting separately with Councilmembers Wendy Greuel, Bernard Parks, and Ed Reyes.  In addition, I will be meeting with Director Huizar and George Pla, President and CEO of Cordoba Corporation.  I will also be meeting separately with Neil Silver, President of the Amalgamated Transit Union Local 1277; James Williams, General Chairman of the United Transportation Union; Tom Umberg, Commissioner on the California High-Speed Rail Authority; Genevieve Giuliano, Director of METRANS Transportation Center; Arun Prem, Director of Strategic Planning of Access Services, Inc.; Members of the Executive Board of AFSCME; and Denny Zane, Move L.A. Executive Director.  

Finally, I will be participating in the General Managers’ Meeting, the EXPO Board Meeting, the RTAC Meeting, the ACEC L.A. County Chapter’s 2009 Achievement Awards Banquet, and the “Meet the Buyer” program, which is presented by our Diversity and Economic Opportunity Department in conjunction with the Transportation Business Advisory Council (TBAC).
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