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	Broad Outline of New Federal Transportation Bill to be Unveiled Wednesday
The Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, James Oberstar (D-MN) will unveil, this Wednesday, a broad outline of the surface transportation bill his committee may consider later this month.  The Chairman is not expected to release detailed legislative language at his news conference.  Our staff will carefully review the document issued by Chairman Oberstar.  I look forward to promptly sharing the Chairman's blueprint for the surface transportation bill with all Board members.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Safety Press Event
Today I joined Director Huizar along with various law enforcement agencies including LASD, LAPD and CHP and members of the Review Advisory Committee (RAC) to announce that law enforcement will begin enforcing traffic laws around the new light rail line to the Eastside during a press conference at Indiana Station of the Metro Gold Line to East Los Angeles.  We have implemented our Safety 1st Campaign, “Look, Listen & Stay Alive” around the light rail line service area to educate motorists, pedestrians, students, and the general public on how to be safe now that more trains are traveling on the alignment during the testing phase.  It was noted during the event that officers are patrolling the area to educate the public on rail safety and they also are issuing fines to those that disregard the warning signs and signals around rail crossings, intersections and stations. 
News media covering the event included Channels 4, 5, 7, 11, 13, 22/52, Univision, 35, Metro Networks Radio, KFI radio, Los Angeles Times, La Opinion, Eastern Group Newspapers and Chinese Daily News.  Stories are expected to run later today and tomorrow. 
New Safety Website Launched
Today, Communications launched a new safety website under the banner Transit Education Programs & Safety at www.metro.net/ridesafely.  The site includes safety tips, information on Metro’s safety outreach programs as well as FAQs.  Teaching aids are available for print or download, including a coloring book for youths and presentations for parents and teachers to use.  Soon, dozens of videos (some are interactive) will be available for all ages to view online.  The videos emphasize bus and rail safety at all times. 

Transit Education Programs have reached 16.5 million people in FY09 with presentations, tours, participation in events and community outreach.  The new safety web pages were developed in conjunction with this morning’s Gold Line Safety press event in East Los Angeles. 

Damage to Metro Property Following Lakers Victory
Last night, following the Lakers vs. Magic finals game, several of our vehicles sustained extensive damage caused by rioters.  A Metro vehicle parked at Flower and Pico had its windows shattered and was burned, due to the extensive damage we will be totaling this vehicle.  Transit Services Bureau (TSB) personnel reported the incident and the investigation will be handled by LASD-Arson and Explosives Detail.  The vehicle damage is estimated at $42,000.  

In addition, Metro buses were also targeted by the rioters.  Following the game, Metro personnel reported that several Metro buses sustained damage, ranging from broken windows and dents caused by rocks to tagging of the vehicles.  Damage to the buses is estimated at approximately $11,000.  The crimes and damages to the buses were reported by TSB personnel and will be investigated by TSB Special Problems Unit.  The hard drive-DVDs have also been requested.  
Some our Metro Blue Line Trains were also vandalized.  Personnel reported that car 107B and 152B sustained broken windows at Pico Pax when rioters threw rocks at the train.  The damage and crime was documented however, we do not have an estimated damage amount at this time.  
Metro Service Adjustments in Preparation for Lakers Celebration Parade
On Wednesday, June 17, the Los Angeles Lakers will be honored in a parade and rally that will begin at 11:00 a.m. at the Staples Center.  The parade will travel south of Figueroa St. to the Coliseum, where the rally is expected to start at noon.  Several hundred-thousand people are expected to attend either the parade or rally.  Metro services will be significantly impacted in the event area.

Metro Bus lines that will be subject to detours either run on or cross Figueroa, Flower or Grand, between Olympic and Martin Luther King, or are immediately adjacent to the expected detour perimeters.  Delays can be expected for all passengers riding in the area. Lines expected to be impacted include: Metro Lines 28, 30, 31, 35, 37, 38, 40, 42, 55, 70, 71, 76, 78, 79, 81, 96, 102, 200, 204, 335, 355, 378, 439, 442, 444, 445, 446, 447, 450x, 460, 484, 485, 550, 714, 728, 730, 740, 754, 770. 

We are also expecting large volumes of parade attendees to take advantage of the rail system, as a result we will be implementing the following Rail Service adjustments:

· Blue Line - Normal mid-day service has trains running every 12-minutes from Transit Mall to 7th St. /Metro Center.  Additional service will run between Willow Station and 7th St. /Metro Center from 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., allowing for trains to run every 6 minutes north of Willow.  

· Red and Purple Lines - All trains will run with 6 car trains throughout the mid-day (normally four cars).  Two additional trains will be available as needed.

· Gold Line - Two additional trains will be available as needed.

· Green Line - Two additional trains will be available as needed.

Metro staff and LASD will be deployed at 7th St. /Metro Center, Pico and Grand Stations to address station crowd control management issues.

ExpressLanes CAG Meetings Conclude; Public Hearings Begin
On June 11, 2009, Metro completed the third set of I-10/I-110 Corridor Advisory Group (CAG) meetings for the ExpressLanes Congestion Reduction Demonstration Program to provide members the opportunity to comment on transit facility improvements, the ExpressPark program, low income commuter assessment, toll rates and performance measures.  Approximately 50 people attended the three meetings held in Monterey Park, Leimert Park Village, and Gardena, including local, state, and federal legislative staff, chambers of commerce directors, non-profit leaders, college presidents, transportation advocates and agency representatives, and staff from local municipalities.  Most CAG members were receptive to the concept of tolls proposed for the demonstration project and requested clarification about transponder technology and distribution, enforcement issues, and the rewards program for low income commuters.   

Following this series of CAG meetings, Metro kicked off a series of 6 Public Hearings which began on Saturday, June 13, and will run through June 22.  Meeting dates and locations are on the web at metro.net/expresslanes (click on Public Meetings).
Call Box Digital Transition
On Friday, June 12, 2009 LA SAFE notified AT&T Wireless of the completion of the transition of the Los Angeles County call box system from an analog to a digital based system.  LA SAFE was able to complete the system-wide transition and provide notice prior to the June 30, 2009 target date that was presented to AT&T and the Board.  The notice releases AT&T from having to continue to contractually provide analog cellular service to the call box system and will allow AT&T to complete the transition of its service to a digital platform.  In total over 2,500 call boxes were affected in this transition, either by being upgraded to a new digital call box or removed from service.

The new digital call box will enable LA SAFE to continue to provide motorists with a reliable communications lifeline along Los Angeles County freeways.  AT&T will remain under contract with LA SAFE and continue to provide digital wireless service to the call box system.  Staff will continue to monitor the call box system and make appropriate modifications based upon the use and need of the system.
Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro Rail Train Team Win International Rail Rodeo
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that the Los Angeles Metro championship rail team won the APTA International Rail Rodeo in Chicago on June 13, making Metro the team to beat for the second year in a row.  The repeat victory makes 2009 a solid gold year for Metro, whose championship bus team won top honors in the APTA International Bus Roadeo in May, for the second time in three years.  The Los Angeles Metro team, racking up the highest rail operator and maintainer team combined score, walked away with the championship title.  Contestants from rail systems around the nation and Canada competed for top honors. 

The winning team members are Operator Robert Rodriquez and Rail Equipment Specialists Eric Czintos, Ronnie Burt and Glen Abraham. 
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_091.htm
Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro Bus Changes Set for June 28
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that Metro will implement several bus service changes and enhancements effective Sunday, June 28, 2009, in an effort to run more efficient bus service as well as adjust some routes and add service during peak hours.  The release also notes that other enhancements include the adjustment of some Metro Bus lines to better serve the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension which should open for service later this summer.  New stops and/or additional weekday bus service will be implemented on lines 26/51/52/352, 45, 60, 62, 92, 105, 120, 224, 460 and 901 (Orange Line).  Additional Saturday and/or Sunday service will be added on lines 78, 111 and 794.  Additionally, Metro will extend the routes of bus lines 287, 487, 620 and 794. 
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_090.htm
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