	[image: image1.png]@ Metro Daily Brief CEO Arthur T. Leahy




Wednesday, June 17, 2009
20090617-1

In this issue:

· Federal Railroad Administration Issues Guidelines on High Speed Rail
· Town Hall Los Angeles Luncheon Meeting
· Safety Signs Along the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Route
· Extended Metro Blue Line Service Delays
· Media Relations Issues News Release Promoting Dump the Pump Day


	Federal Railroad Administration Issues Guidelines on High Speed Rail
Today, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) issued interim guidance regarding the funding for High Speed Rail (HSR) included in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act  of 2009 (ARRA).   Specifically, the document issued today details the application requirements for the $8 billion made available through ARRA for HSR.  The interim guidance “describes multiple funding paths to accommodate projects at different stages of development, while also rationalizing the variety of statutory and administrative requirements underpinning the program.”  Public comments on the guidance issued today may be submitted no later than July 10, 2009.  The main deadline for applications for HSR funding is set for August 24, 2009, with an additional deadline of October 2, 2009 for HSR Service Development Programs.  Attached is the full text of the FRA document issued today. 
www.fra.dot.gov/Downloads/RRDev/HSIPR_Guidance_6-16-09-WEB.pdf.

Town Hall Los Angeles Luncheon Meeting

Yesterday, I spoke at the Town Hall Los Angeles luncheon titled “Striking Gold with Metro on the Eastside” held at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel.  I spoke about the upcoming opening of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and the safety outreach efforts in place to inform the pedestrians and motorist about train safety.  I also discussed the impacts of the recession on transit funding and the 200 million dollar shortfall in State Transit Assistance (STA) on Metro.  I explained that the proposed high speed rail from Anaheim to Los Angeles is in a good position to compete for state and federal funding.  In addition, I mentioned that Measure R is a contract that Metro has with the tax payers to deliver projects including delivering more mass transit options, repairing streets, reducing congestion on freeways and maximizing carpool lanes.  I also touched on the Sepulveda Pass project on the 405 freeway, stating that it will create more than 18,000 jobs for the region.  I mentioned that our Board has recently approved adding 10 million dollars to the Metro Gold Line Foothill project.  News media covering the event included the Associated Press and the Downtown News.

Safety Signs Along the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Route
To build safety awareness, Metro has installed a series of displays on bus benches along the Gold Line’s new extension advising pedestrians to watch carefully for moving trains.  The signs are posted in Spanish and English; a number of additional signs in Japanese and English are being added in the Little Tokyo area.  Placed at eye-level immediately adjacent to the Gold Line tracks, these displays are in clear view of those walking near the route.  Several bus shelters in the area are also displaying the same message.  
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Extended Metro Blue Line Service Delays
Beginning on Sunday, June 28, 2009 and continuing over the next four months, night construction crews will be performing track work necessary to connect the existing Metro Blue Line with the Expo Light Rail Transit system that is currently under construction.  This is the first phase of construction activities to integrate the new Expo Line rail service with the Blue Line.  Additional phases of construction will follow over the next 18 months.  Night passengers will experience significant travel delays throughout this period and are advised to allow extra time to complete their trips.  Trains will run every 30 minutes instead of every 20 minutes.  Detailed schedule information can be obtained at Blue Line stations or please see the attached link for schedule information.
www.metro.net/riding_metro/system_delays/images/Blue%20Line%20Junction%20Work%20Station%20Signage%206-28-09.pdf
Media Relations Issues News Release Promoting Dump the Pump Day
Today, Media Relations issued a news release promoting Dump the Pump Day Thursday, June 18, 2009 and has arranged for KNX to interview Metro staffer and bus rider Marc Littman on his way to work tomorrow.  Staff will re-issue the press release tomorrow morning and make media pitch calls for one-on-one interviews.  Metro is highlighting the fact that local users of public transit as well as carpools and vanpools can save up to $9,000 a year compared with driving solo.  In addition, they can reduce their individual carbon emissions by 20 pounds a day.  Even though gas is cheaper than a year ago, it has risen by more than 50 cents a gallon in the past 30 days and the pain at the pump is particularly acute in this current economic downtown.
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_094.htm
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