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	State Budget Vote Fails

This morning, the Senate and the Assembly failed to garner the 2/3 votes required to pass one of the 20 legislative bills that make up the budget package.  Both houses voted on the $11 billion cuts proposed by the Joint Budget Conference Committee.  The Senate vote was 22/16 with Senators Lou Correa (D- Santa Ana) and Leland Yee (D-San Francisco) voting no and Senators Mark Desaulnier (D-Antioch) and Abel Maldonado (R -Santa Maria) abstaining.  In regards to the Assembly, the vote was 48 -29 with Assemblymembers Juan Arambula (I- Fresno) and Anthony Adams (R- Hesperia) not voting and Sandre Swanson (D- Oakland) voting no.

In addition, State Controller John Chiang released a statement this morning to warn the Legislature that he will begin to issue IOUs on July 2nd, 2009 if a budget is not adopted.  I have attached the press release for your review.  The State Controller met with Legislative leadership to outline the cash flow crisis.  The Controller would pay IOUs to all General Fund payments including local governments who provide social services, private contractors and income and corporate tax refunds.  At the Controller’s request, the Pooled Money Investment Board is scheduled to meet on July 2nd to adopt interest rates for the IOUs.

The Assembly and Senate are both scheduled to be in session tomorrow morning to vote on the budget again.  I will keep you apprised of any new developments on the State budget.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/controllerrelease.pdf

House Panel Clears Transportation Authorization Proposal
Earlier today, the House Subcommittee on Highways and Transit marked up and approved the Surface Transportation Authorization Act of 2009, a draft legislative proposal unveiled last week by Representatives James Oberstar (D-MN), Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.  The subcommittee approved the 775 page bill by voice vote and without amendment.  At the request of the committee’s leadership, Democrats agreed to refrain from seeking changes to the proposal, while Republicans offered and subsequently withdrew several amendments with the understanding that the Chairman and Ranking Member would agree to address issues of concern.   

The full committee may mark up the legislation in late July, although the exact timing will depend on the ability of the Ways and Means Committee to develop and ultimately pass a revenue title.  We will keep you informed of developments.

Outreach to County Elected Officials About Upcoming Service Changes

Earlier today, our Chief Operations Officer Carolyn Flowers sent out an electronic message to elected officials throughout the County informing them of the service changes that are scheduled to go into effect beginning this coming Sunday, June 28.  The message notes that these changes are a part of our normal, semi-annual adjustment to bus and rail service that we implement in order to improve service for the riding public.  We explain that these current changes involve extending and adjusting some routes, and providing additional service during peak hours, late night and on weekends on a number of lines.  We indicate that we are also modifying some of our service to better serve the upcoming Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension.  A link with details about each of the service changes is also provided in the electronic message.
In addition, we explain that these changes were considered and approved in a deliberative process involving a number of public hearings throughout LA County, they were considered and approved by the Service Sector Governance Councils, and confirmed by the Board of Directors.  We have been employing a variety of methods to inform the public about these changes including take-one notices on all buses and trains, press release, posting the information on our web page, sending e-mail notification to transit partners and key stakeholders, etc.

The message was sent to mayors and city managers throughout Los Angeles County, as well as state and federal offices.
Metro Orange Line Extension Groundbreaking Leads off Construction of Measure R Projects

This morning, I joined Mayor Villaraigosa, Supervisor Yaroslavsky, Council members Smith and Zine and other officials in Chatsworth at a groundbreaking media event for the four-mile extension of the Metro Orange Line, the first new Measure R project to begin construction.  Construction work on the alignment will commence in late 2009/early 2010.  The busway extension is projected to open in mid-2012, more than three years ahead of schedule as a result of Measure R’s passage.

The event generated widespread positive media coverage including a supportive editorial in today’s Daily News.  Television news channels 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, Fox News, 22, 34, 35, 52, and 62 all covered the story along with KNX, KFWB, KFI, KABC, KPCC and Metro Networks radio, the Daily News, La Opinion, San Fernando Sun, and Asian Pacific newspapers.  In addition, Media Relations issued a news release on today’s event.

www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_099.htm 
L.A. Times Story on Similar Automatic Train Protection Systems
The Los Angeles Times is preparing a story regarding the accident which occurred at WMATA earlier this week and questions raised regarding the safety systems employed by us on our rail system.  The reporter interviewed Rail General Manager, Mike Cannell today on the similarities of the two safety systems specifically, the similarities with the Automatic Train Protection (ATP) system.  As noted to the Board yesterday in a special alert, the reporter was told that the ATP is designed with a fail-safe computerized signal system that is supposed to prevent transit from colliding.  The reporter was told that we are concerned and are in contact with both WMATA and the National Transportation Safety Board regarding their investigation into the cause of WMATA’s accident.  The reporter was told that inspection of our fleet continues and we are up to date with all of our preventive maintenance work.  It was also pointed out that whether or not the trains operate on either automatic control on manual, the ATP system is always active.  The reporter was told that we will continue to monitor the situation back in Washington DC and want to know as quickly as possible what might have caused the accident so that we can check our system to ensure the safety of our patrons.  The story is expected to run in the next couple of days. 

Metro Rail Service Alerts

Metro Gold Line

On Friday and Saturday, June 26-27, 2009, due to maintenance activities, northbound trains to Sierra Madre Villa will leave Union Station at 3:40 a.m., 4:15 a.m., 4:25 a.m., 4:45 a.m., 5:05 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 10:25 a.m., then 10:36 a.m. and regular schedule.  Southbound trains to Union Station will leave Sierra Madre Villa at 4:33 a.m., 5:03 a.m., 5:23 a.m., 5:43 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 10:43 a.m., then regular schedule at 11:00 p.m.
Metro Blue Line

On Friday, June 26, 2009, due to maintenance work after 9 p.m., northbound trains will run 9 minutes later than regular schedule beginning from Transit Mall at 8:50 p.m. and every 20 minutes through 11:30 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow leave Transit Mall at 11:50 p.m. and every 20 minutes until 1:10 a.m., then 1:21 a.m. and 1:41 a.m.
On Wednesday, June 24, 2009, due to maintenance work on Washington Blvd. after 8:15 p.m., trains will run every 30 minutes – northbound trains will leave Transit Mall at 8:16 p.m., 8:46 p.m. and every 30 minutes through 10:46 p.m., then 11:21 p.m.  Trains from Transit Mall to Wardlow will leave at 11:43 p.m., 12:13 a.m., 12:43 a.m., 1:23 a.m. and 1:43 a.m.  Southbound trains will leave 7th St. /Metro Center at 9:15 p.m., 9:45 p.m. and every 30 minutes through 11:45 p.m., then 12:20 a.m. and 12:45 a.m.
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