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	House Passes Climate Change Bill – With Minor Transit Provision
This evening, the U.S. House of Representatives passed, by a margin of 219 to 212, climate change legislation (H.R. 2454), formally referred to as the American Clean Energy and Security Act.   As was shared in a Legislative Alert earlier today, the bill includes a provision that permits states to use a portion of their cap and trade emission allowance for public transportation projects and other environmentally friendly surface transportation activities.  The American Public Transportation Association estimates that the value of this provision would be approximately $1 billion annually.  Our agency has and will remain in constant contact with Chairman Waxman and his staff to encourage them to ensure that the final climate change bill include a set-aside for transit.  We will also continue to work with the Chair of the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, Barbara Boxer (D-CA), to ensure that the climate change bill that emerges from her committee next month includes a larger set-aside for transit.  Last month, our agency led a region-wide effort to encourage Senator Boxer to set aside, in her version of climate change legislation, at least 10% of cap and trade revenues for transit and other green transportation programs.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/ClimateChangeBoxer.pdf

State Budget Update
Today, the Senate and Assembly voted on portions of the budget package.  Both houses failed to garner the necessary 2/3 votes to adopt the measures.  The Senate and Assembly are scheduled to work through the weekend although it is not clear if there will be sufficient agreement to take substantive actions on the budget.
LABC Third Annual Sustainability Summit

On Monday, June 29, 2009, The Getty, Mayor Villaraigosa and Sony Pictures will be hosting the Los Angeles Business Council (LABC) Third Annual Sustainability Summit, titled Building a Green Economy: Energy, Transportation & Innovation.  The summit will be held at The Getty Harold M. Williams Auditorium.

This year’s summit will highlight beneficial legislation and engage the private sector in ongoing and new ideas regarding how to support business and sustainability.  Invited Keynote speaker, Senator Barbara Boxer, Chair of the Committee on Environment and Public Works will provide a dense synopsis of various legislation including the Federal Stimulus, the Highway Act and others aiming to offer incentives for green tech innovation.  The summit will also feature several state legislators and key officials, such as California State Senator Alex Padilla, Chair, Committee on Energy, Utilities and Communications, California State Assemblyman Bob Blumenfield, Chair, Subcommittee on Information Technology and Transportation, Director Katz and many more.

Event Details:

What:              LABC Third Annual Sustainability Summit

When:             Monday, June 29, 2009 from 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Where:            Harold M. Williams Auditorium at The Getty

                       1200 Getty Center Drive

                       Los Angeles, Ca. 90049                 

Media Relations Issues News Release on Live Chat on ExpressLanes Project Set for July 7

Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that as L.A. County embarks on ExpressLanes -- a one-year demonstration project to convert existing carpool lanes into toll lanes – we are asking the public to weigh in on key elements of the project, such as variable toll rates designed to ensure a minimum speed of 45 m.p.h. in the ExpressLanes.  The release asks commuters to share their questions and opinions during our next live internet chat, noon to 1 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7 at metro.net.  The release notes that the public can share their ideas with Stephanie Wiggins, Metro Executive Officer for the ExpressLanes Demo Project.  The topic is ExpressLanes are coming soon.  How do they work? How much will they cost?
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_100.htm

Reduced Number of Rail Cars as Part of June Service Changes

Effective June 28, 2009, we will be reducing the number of cars on the Metro Gold and Purple lines as part of the June service changes.  Metro Gold Line trains will run with one car during the following hours: Weekdays: 8:45 p.m. to midnight.  Saturdays: 3:40 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.; 8:45 p.m. to midnight.  Sundays and Holidays: all day.  At all other times, Gold Line trains will run with 2 cars.
Metro Purple Line trains will run with two cars during the following hours: Weekdays: 9:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.; 7:30 p.m. to midnight.  Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays: all day.  All Purple Line trains during weekday peak periods (4:41 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and 1:45 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.) will continue to run with four cars.  When Purple Line trains are running with two cars patrons must board at the center of the station platforms except at Wilshire/Western where they should board at the “Union Station” end.  There are no changes to Red Line trains. 

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, at the request of Representative Lucille Roybal-Allard, I will be joining her, Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood of the U.S. Department of Transportation, Representative Grace Napolitano, as we give them a tour of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension.  I will also be meeting with Habib Balian, Chief Executive Officer of the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority and Mayor Bill Bogaard of the City of Pasadena.  In addition, I will be meeting with Tom Umberg, Commissioner on the California High-Speed Rail Authority; and with Michael Beck, City Manager of Pasadena and Julie Gutierrez, Assistant City Manager of Pasadena.  I will also be participating in the Los Angeles Business Council’s Third Annual Sustainability Summit where I will be joining a panel entitled “A Sustainable Community Connects Transportation, Housing and Jobs”, which will be moderated by Director Katz.  Finally, I will be participating in the SB375 Regional Transportation Plan Guidelines Meeting in Sacramento; and the Gateway Cities Council of Governments City Managers' Steering Committee Meeting.
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