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In this issue:
· Governor Schwarzenegger Calls Special Legislative Session
· U.S. Senate Committee Adopts Transportation Spending Bill For Fiscal Year 2010 – Includes Metro Priority of Funding For Rail Safety Technology
· U.S. House of Representatives Adopts Bill Addressing Highway Trust Fund Shortfall
· Reception for Bimla Rhinehart, California Transportation Commission Executive Director 


	Governor Schwarzenegger Calls Special Legislative Session 
Today, Governor Schwarzenegger announced that he will call the Legislature into Special Session to consider the recommendations of the Commission on the 21st Century Economy (Commission). The Commission was created by the Governor and Legislative leadership to address California’s tax system and the resulting volatile revenue stream. Staff is reviewing the recommendations currently under consideration by the Commission. The Governor also issued an Executive Order extending the deadline for the Commission to submit its recommendations to September 30, 2009. 

U.S. Senate Committee Adopts Transportation Spending Bill For Fiscal Year 2010 – Includes Metro Priority of Funding For Rail Safety Technology
This afternoon, the U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Transportation and Housing and Urban Development held a mark-up on its Fiscal Year 2010 spending bill. The bill is largely consistent with the transportation spending bill adopted by the House Committee on Appropriations last week, with highway spending set at $41 billion and transit funding set at $10.9 billion for the coming fiscal year. The bill includes the final appropriation ($9.5 million) of federal funds for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and also includes $13.5 million for the Wilshire Boulevard Bus Only Lane project, which is the second installment of federal funds for this Small Starts project. The Senate measure does contain a number of differences from the House adopted bill. First, it includes $1.2 billion for high-speed and inter-city rail, which is much less than the $4 billion appropriated by the House. Second, the Senate bill includes $1.1 billion in discretionary funds that could be used for a wide variety of transportation projects. We will share more details on this legislation as it becomes available.

In a significant development, the Senate bill adopted today includes $50 million for railroad safety grants, including Positive Train Control. This funding is consistent with those funds authorized under the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008, which was championed by a number of members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation. Our agency, in close cooperation with other regional transportation agencies, led a focused campaign to encourage the inclusion of these rail safety funds in the bill. We are deeply appreciative of the work of our elected representatives in Washington, D.C. whose hard work ensured that the Fiscal Year 2010 bill included robust funding for rail safety.

U.S. House of Representatives Adopts Bill Addressing Highway Trust Fund Shortfall
Today, by an overwhelming margin (363 – 68), the U.S. House of Representatives adopted legislation to address the major funding shortfall being faced by the Highway Trust Fund (HTF). The bill adopted this afternoon in the House seeks to transfer $7 billion from the general fund of the U.S. Treasury to the HTF.  Budget analysts believe that this transfer of funds will ensure the HTF’s solvency through September 30, 2009. The U.S. Senate is expected to adopt legislation to address the HTF funding shortfall prior to breaking for recess in early August. The Highway Trust Fund was established in 1956 to provide a dedicated source of federal funding for highways. In 1983, the Highway Trust Fund was divided into two accounts: the Highway Account and the Mass Transit Account. Periodically, Congress enacts multiyear legislation, such as SAFETEA-LU, authorizing federal spending for the nation’s surface transportation programs—including highway, transit, highway safety, and motor carrier programs—and setting overall funding for these activities. Our agency supports efforts to ensure the integrity of the HTF because of the vital role it plays in funding a variety of transportation projects and programs in Los Angeles County.

Reception for Bimla Rhinehart, California Transportation Commission Executive Director 

Board members are invited to attend a reception in honor of Bimla Rhinehart, California Transportation Commission Executive Director, on Wednesday, August 5, 2009 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Glendale Police Community Room.  A copy of the invitation is attached for your convenience.

This reception is hosted by Board Chair and Glendale City Councilmember Ara Najarian, CTC Commissioners Larry Zarian, CTC Commissioner Dario Frommer and the City of Glendale.
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