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· Meeting with Congressman David Dreier
· State Department of Finance Projects Continued State Budget Deficits
· Gov. Schwarzenegger Submits Applications for $1.1 Billion in Recovery Funds Federally Designated for Intercity and High-Speed Rail


	Meeting with Congressman David Dreier
This afternoon, I met with Congressman David Dreier (R-26) to discuss a number of matters impacting his constituents in the San Gabriel Valley and our agency as a whole. The Congressman was briefed on the status of our efforts to adopt a Long Range Transportation Plan, the status of the Measure R funds dedicated to the Gold Line Foothill Light Rail Extension project, our efforts related to goods movement matters, and our Express Lanes: Metro Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project.  
Congressman Dreier, who was first elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1980, serves as the Ranking Member on the House Committee on Rules. The Congressman’s Congressional District spans the foothill communities at the base of the San Gabriel Mountains just north and east of Los Angeles. The District includes all or a portion of the cities of Arcadia, Bradbury, Covina, Claremont, Glendora, La Canada Flintridge, La Crescenta, La Verne, Monrovia, Montclair, Pasadena, Rancho Cucamonga, San Dimas, San Gabriel, San Marino, Sierra Madre, Upland and Walnut.
State Department of Finance Projects Continued State Budget Deficits

Yesterday, the State Department of Finance released projections of significant budget deficits for the next four years. The deficits are projected to grow from $4 billion in Fiscal Year 2010 to over $15 billion by Fiscal Year 2013. While the specific details of the projections were not released, it appears that much of the deficit is attributed to the expiration of specific limited taxes approved in recent budget agreements and the repayment of funds borrowed from local governments.
Gov. Schwarzenegger Submits Applications for $1.1 Billion in Recovery Funds Federally Designated for Intercity and High-Speed Rail 

This week, Governor Schwarzenegger submitted the State of California’s American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) High Speed Intercity Rail Program funds application for Tracks 1, 3 and 4 projects to U.S. Department of Transportation (click here to see the press release and link to the project list).
We supported Metrolink’s submittal of a Positive Train Control (PTC) application for $25 million in the Metrolink member-agency owned territory from Moorpark to San Clemente combined with $10 million for PTC in San Diego County. This $35 million request was given #1 priority by the State.  

There are also Los Angeles County projects including a $38 million for Third Main Track LA-Fullerton; $17.1 million for station access and track improvements at Chatsworth Station; $1.5 million for planning and design of the integration of high speed, intercity and commuter operations at LA Union Station; and, $500,000 for a feasibility study on high speed rail service from Los Angeles to Palmdale.   

Staff has noted that Caltrans’ list is not consistent with the numbers reflected on the submitted project list. For example, the Transbay Terminal in San Francisco project request was not $400 million, but closer to $20 million. Similarly, the two Burlington Northern Santa Fe PTC projects reflect a total cost and not a funds requested cost. Staff is working with Caltrans to address these issues. I will continue to keep you apprised of any developments related to our efforts.
http://gov.ca.gov/press-release/13052/
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