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	Meeting with Congressman Lucille Roybal-Allard
This afternoon, I met with Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-34) to discuss a number of matters impacting her constituents and our agency as a whole. We thanked the Congresswoman for her efforts to seek funds for Positive Train Control in the House Fiscal Year 2010 Transportation Appropriations bill. The Congresswoman shared with me her concerns regarding the proposed High Speed Rail alignment and I shared with her our efforts to assist the cities and communities to ensure their concerns are appropriately addressed with the California High Speed Rail Authority. In addition, I shared with her our efforts on the completion of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and the safety measures being put in place.  

Congresswoman Roybal-Allard became the first Mexican-American woman elected in 1992. She serves as a member of the House Appropriations Committee and on three of its influential subcommittees -- the Subcommittee on Homeland Security, the Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies and the Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services and Education.  
The Congresswoman’s Congressional District contains metropolitan downtown Los Angeles, Boyle Heights, Little Tokyo, Pico Union, and portions of Chinatown, Filipinotown and Westlake. The suburban portions of the district include the cities of Bell, Bell Gardens, Commerce, Cudahy, Huntington Park, Maywood, Downey, Bellflower and Vernon and the unincorporated areas of East Los Angeles, Walnut Park and Florence.
State Legislative Update
Earlier this week, the Senate Floor passed several bills of interest to us, including:

AB 1471 (Eng) – Would Streamline Metro's procurement process – (Sponsor)

AB 672 (Bass) – Would establish a Letter of No Prejudice process for Proposition 1B projects – 

(Co-sponsor)

AB 1072 (Eng) – Would extend the formula for proposition 1 B public transit funds – (Support)
AB 1471 and AB 1072 need to return to the Assembly for concurrence. Upon passage, the bills would then be sent to the Governor for his signature. AB 672 is headed to the Governor's office for his signature. The Governor has 12 days to veto or sign the bill.
AB 1243 (Lowenthal) was held in the suspense file. The bill was identified as having fiscal impacts on the State.
Assembly Member Tom Berryhill Appointed as Assistant Minority Leader
Assembly Minority Leader Sam Blakeslee (R-San Luis Obispo) announced his appointment of Assemblymember Tom Berryhill (R-Modesto) to serve as Assistant Minority Leader. In his new post, Assemblymember Berryhill will work closely with the Leader of the Republican Caucus in promoting the group’s policy and articulate the Caucus’ message. Assemblymember Berryhill previously held the position of a Republican Whip on Blakeslee’s leadership team.

Media Story on the Foothill Extension of the Metro Gold Line

A reporter with the Inland Valley Daily Bulletin is preparing a story on the Foothill Extension of the Metro Gold Line in the San Gabriel Valley. She indicated that many officials are planning for the extension in the area; however they are frustrated that nothing has been done. Chief Planning Officer Carol Inge talked with the reporter today and told her that under Measure R, the newly approved half-cent sales tax initiative, the Foothill Extension of the Gold Line will receive $735 million to advance that project to at least the Azusa area of the Valley. The reporter was told that we remain committed to the funding of the Foothill Extension in the time frame under Measure R, and noted that entire county region is lucky that the voters approved Measure R, because without that added funding, many of these projects would not have been funded. The reporter was also told that the Board as a whole still needs to adopt the agency’s Long Range Transportation Plan that will include these projects and that we understand the importance of the Foothill Extension project. In response to a specific question regarding the Westside subway extension, the reporter was told that under the timeline in Measure R, the Foothill Extension would be built before the Westside subway project is completed to Westwood. The reporter indicated that the story is expected to run on Monday.

Metro Responds to BRU Bus Performance Survey

This morning, the Bus Riders Union (BRU) held a news conference to announce its survey of 2,690 Metro bus riders who were polled about our bus performance. The BRU’s survey reportedly gave the agency below average and failing marks for various bus performance criteria, including on-time performance, overcrowding, fares, frequency of service and weekend services, among others items. 
In an interview with the Los Angeles Times, I said that improving on-time bus performance is one of my priorities at the agency. We are making steady progress improving on-time performance. Over the last year, for example, on-time performance increased 10 percent (65 percent in July 2008 to 72 percent in July 2009). While that is an improvement, more efforts to improve bus performance will be made. However, a June 2009 survey of 15,800 systemwide riders conducted by L.A.-based Applied Management and Planning Group found that 80.6 percent of respondents were satisfied with the Metro Bus service. The survey also found that 73 percent of respondents agreed that buses generally run on time (within five minutes), and 73.3 percent reported that Metro Bus service is better now than last year.  Several news outlets, including the Los Angeles Times, Wave Newspaper and L.A. Streetsblog are expected to run stories today and tomorrow. 
Procurement Postings for Next Week

IFB for Lube Trucks

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure 22 Lube Trucks. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 3, 2009, through January 11, 2010.

Lube trucks are vehicles configured with lube bodies for the field technicians to service and repair buses. This procurement is needed to procure replacement lube trucks for road service use. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Wang, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-2632.
RFP for Transaction & Use Tax Revenue Audit, Recovery & Forecasting Services

Procurement will release a Request for Proposals next week to procure transaction and use tax revenue audit, recovery and forecasting services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 4, 2009 through November 9, 2009.

The current single-source, five-year contract for these services will expire on December 31, 2009, and must therefore be competed for another five-year period. The resources required for these services are not available in-house and must be procured from outside sources.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Robert Vasquez, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1044.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be attending the Regional Transportation Agencies Coalition (RTAC) meeting in Sacramento to discuss greenhouse target emissions as required by SB 375. I will also be meeting with Congressmember Judy Chu and attending the Expo Monthly Board Meeting. I will also attending a luncheon with the Citizens Advisory Committee here at Metro.
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