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In this issue:
· Los Angeles County’s State Legislative Delegation Sends Letter to Metro’s Board of Directors
· L.A. Times to run update on AnsaldoBreda contract 
· Orange County Edition of the Los Angeles Times inquiry regarding MTA and OCTA approach to traffic solutions
· Media Inquiry Re: Safety of Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension
· Expo Construction Notice


	Los Angeles County’s State Legislative Delegation Sends Letter to Metro’s Board of Directors
Members of Los Angeles County’s State Legislative Delegation sent the attached letter to the Metro Board of Directors today. I welcome the opportunity to work with our State Legislative Delegation and look forward to our continued partnership.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/Legislative_letter_to_MTA_Brd_091021.pdf
L.A. Times to Run Update on AnsaldoBreda Contract

The Los Angeles Times this afternoon asked why a contract has not been signed yet with AnsaldoBreda for the rail car option. Media Relations staff notified the LA Times that I will give a status report at Thursday’s Board meeting. We’re still within the Board directed timeframe for finalizing a contract. Many points have been resolved, but there are several differences, including how to deal with the excess weight issue. After getting clearance from our legal department, staff forwarded a copy of the one page memo I sent out today to Board members and staff that gave the latest update on negotiations. A short article is expected in advance of the Board meeting.
   
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/ECOPY25_EXCHANGE_10212009-141004.PDF
Orange County Edition of the Los Angeles Times Inquiry Regarding Metro and OCTA Approach to Traffic Solutions

The Orange County edition of the Los Angeles Times is expected run an article this week, possibly over the weekend, regarding the perceived differences between Orange County Transportation Authority’s (OCTA’s) and Metro’s approach to traffic solutions. The perceived difference is that OCTA directs transportation funding to freeway improvements, whereas Metro seeks improvements to and expansion of public transportation. The reporter indicates that OCTA officials speak freely on this matter, agreeing that OCTA is indeed freeway specific in its approach to traffic solutions. LA Times editors at the Orange County edition were particularly curious of my perception of how Metro will continue to pursue traffic solutions. In an interview with the reporter, I responded that the approach to traffic solutions does not differ greatly between the two agencies. I noted that the stereotype is overdone, adding that both Metro and OCTA have road improvement projects along with trains and buses. I also noted that Metro and OCTA work close together now. The article may also include the community’s concerns that the OCTA I-405 widening project, a 14-mile stretch between SR 73 and the 605 freeway, may cause a traffic bottleneck when it reaches the Los Angeles County line.

Media Inquiry: Safety of Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension

La Opinion is preparing a story to run tomorrow regarding recently expressed safety concerns by the East Los Angeles Community Corporation (ELACC) along the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension alignment. The group wants to ensure that we are doing everything we can to provide a safe system once the extension is opened to the public. Media Relations staff told the reporter that the California Public Utility Commission (CPUC) and an independent panel of safety experts concur that the light rail line is safe. The reporter was told that the independent safety panel also made some recommendations to enhance safety along the alignment and that we are following those recommendations by asking the Board tomorrow to authorize $4.5 million to implement additional safety features as part of the eastside extension. The reporter was told that we have deployed 12 more ambassadors along the line and that a total of 24 ambassadors will now be deployed at key intersections along the line from 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday – Friday and from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on the weekends. Other safety measures include motorcycle patrol officers from the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department, California Highway Patrol, LA Police Department, traffic control cameras, horns, crossing bells, signals and signs along the six-mile alignment. It was also noted that train speeds will be no more than 35 miles-per-hour when running along the street and less than 10 miles-per-hour along areas where the trains are required to make turns. In addition, staff continues to do extensive community safety outreach along the alignment.
Expo Construction Notice

This is the latest construction notice regarding the reconfiguration of National Boulevard near Wesley Avenue to Washington Boulevard in the West End corridor of the Expo Light Rail alignment.
What: 
Construction crews will continue implementing various construction activities necessary for the foundation construction of the Venice/Robertson Station Bridge. 
Tasks to be completed include:
· Demolition and replacement of curbs and gutters
· Installation of temporary concrete barriers (k-rail) and striping
· Temporary paving along National Boulevard at the foundation worksite
· Drilling and pouring concrete for bridge foundation
· Construction of concrete bridge column
 
When: 
Traffic Reconfiguration
Monday, October 26, 2009 through Wednesday, October 28, 2009
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Bridge Foundation Construction 
Monday, October 26, 2009 through Friday, December 18, 2009
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Where: 
Activity will be located in the median on National Boulevard from Wesley Avenue to Washington Boulevard.
 
Traffic Impacts:
· National Boulevard will remain open for through traffic for the duration of this 
construction activity.
· Occasional detours on National Boulevard will be implemented to perform this work. 
Flagmen and/or directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers in order to 
minimize disruption to traffic.
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times.
 
Safety Advisory:
Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. Construction work hours and noise monitoring will be strictly enforced at all times. 
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