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	Congress Passes Bill That Includes Temporary Extension of Surface Transportation Program

Today, the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate adopted legislation to keep the federal government operating through December 18, 2009. Included in the legislation (H.R. 2996) is language that extends the authorization for our nation’s surface transportation programs. SAFETEA-LU expired on September 30, 2009 and was extended again through an act of Congress through the end of this month.  President Obama is expected to promptly sign H.R. 2996 into law.
Transportation Panel at VICA’s 21st Annual Business Forecast Conference

Today, I had the honor of serving on a Transportation Panel at VICA's 21st Annual Business Forecast Conference in Universal City.  Joining me on the panel were the Honorable Bob Blumenfield, Stephen Finnegan from the Automobile Club of Southern California, Hasan Ikhrata from SCAG, and moderater Dario Frommer, Commissioner with the CTC.  Together we discussed how we can work together to build foundations for economic recovery while improving mobility in the San Fernando Valley and countywide through implementation and leveraging of Measure R, federal stimulus funding, public/private partnerships and regional coordination and advocacy.  Over 400 business and community leaders from the San Fernando Valley attended this dynamic conference titled "Finding Optimism and Opportunities in Uncertain Times."
ExpressLanes Briefings in San Gabriel Valley and Wilmington

As part of Metro’s continuing community outreach program for the ExpressLanes Demonstration Project, we are briefing Neighborhood Councils and key grassroots organizations in the City of Los Angeles, the South Bay, and the San Gabriel Valley. Since August 5, 2009, we have held 20 community briefings.

On Wednesday, October 28, 2009, Stephanie Wiggins, Executive Officer of the ExpressLanes Demonstration Project, briefed the San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership Legislative Action Committee and the Kiwanis Club of Monterey Park. Approximately 40 San Gabriel Valley leaders attended these two meetings, including Mark Harmsen, Congressman David Dreier’s District Director, and business and city representatives. 

Primary areas of interest for San Gabriel Valley attendees include transit operations and facility improvements on the I-10 El Monte Busway, El Monte Transit Center improvements, Pomona Metrolink Station expansion, environmental benefits of the program, toll technology and infrastructure aspects of the program, transponder distribution and marketing, and enforcement.

Also on October 28, Kathy McCune, Transportation Planning Manager, provided the Wilmington Neighborhood Council with the ExpressLanes presentation.  Approximately 45 Board members and residents attended. Key areas of interest for the Wilmington Neighborhood Council stakeholders include increased service on Line 910 (I-110 Harbor Transitway), improved connections between feeder bus lines from San Pedro and the Palos Verdes Peninsula to Route 910, roadway improvements at Adams Boulevard, bus station and park and ride lot improvements along the I-110 Harbor Transitway, and enforcement. 

Over the next two months we will continue to brief Neighborhood Councils and key grassroots organizations in anticipation of the release of the draft environmental document.  We anticipate that between August and December, 2009 we will have briefed 40 community organizations.

For a complete list of our upcoming ExpressLanes public presentations and video commentary of Corridor Advisory Group members, visit www.metro.net/expresslanes. 
Metro Hosts 136 Employers for Rideshare Marketing Workshop featuring the ExpressLanes

On Tuesday, October 27, Metro Communications hosted a Rideshare Marketing Workshop for almost 140 employers.  Stephanie Wiggins, Executive Officer of the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project led off the program with an update on the ExpressLanes project.  The employers were very interested in the project and how it would improve their employees’ commute, especially ones that carpool, vanpool or take transit.  Metro staff then gave a retrospective on transit in Los Angeles, and how to market rideshare alternatives to their employees.  To practice the marketing techniques they had just learned, employers broke out into smaller groups to brainstorm ways in which to market the new ExpressLanes.  The results of their ideas and suggestions were shared with the ExpressLanes team.  In addition, many of the employers volunteered to assist the ExpressLanes team in future focus groups and brainstorming sessions.   

Metro Commute Services conducts these quarterly workshops to keep employers motivated to promote rideshare options, establish networking opportunities, assist them in compliance with air quality regulations and update them on the latest in Metro services, projects and programs.       
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