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In this issue:
· Metro Meets Caltrans' Statewide Deadline to Apply for Any Reallocation of Transportation Funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
· Media Follows Up on Procurement of New Rail Cars
· I-710 Project Committee Acts on Air Quality Issues
· Channel 34 Broadcasted Live From the Metro Orange Line



	Metro Meets Caltrans' Statewide Deadline to Apply for Any Reallocation of Transportation Funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

 

Last Friday, in order to comply with a Caltrans deadline and maximize saving ARRA funds for Los Angeles County, I sent the attached letter indicating to Caltrans that Metro wants to direct any reallocated American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Regional Surface Transportation Program (ARRA-RSTP) funds made available to Los Angeles County to the Interstate 405 Northbound High Occupancy Vehicle lane project from Interstate 10 to US 101 over the Sepulveda Pass. The re-allocation of these funds is an entirely discretionary decision on the part of Caltrans. In order to meet the Board’s previous direction, RSTP funds released from the I-405 project can then be made available to Cities and the County of Los Angeles by a modified population formula. (The modification is that the local jurisdictions who did not meet the deadline to obligate their ARRA-RSTP funds will not get redistributed money.)  I will be bringing a report to the Board in the November cycle that seeks approval of the lapsing and redistribution decisions related to last week's letter to Caltrans.  Please contact David Yale at (213) 922-2469, should you have any questions about today's letter to Caltrans.

Media Follows Up on Procurement of New Rail Cars

An editorial in the Los Angeles Times on the collapse of the AnsaldoBreda light rail cars option is expected tomorrow along with follow up stories in other media including the Daily news, Pasadena Star-News, KPCC radio and blogs. I was interviewed by an L.A. Times reporter today and Media Relations staff was contacted by other reporters. They were told that AnsaldoBreda at mid-day last Friday -- within hours of the midnight deadline for reaching agreement – asked for a cap on financial penalties for late deliveries that would have undermined the whole guarantee package. This request was inconsistent with the Board directives and we could not grant it. AnsaldoBreda then declined to sign the agreement. Staff said the Board had the foresight to direct staff on a parallel track to prepare a bid package for industry competition so Metro would have the rail cars it needs when half a dozen new rail lines begin opening over the next decade. The plan is to put the Request for Proposals (RFP) out by early next year and have the Board award a contract by late Spring 2010. Reporters asked if we would give preference to a bidder that proposed to assemble rail cars in Los Angeles County and put that in the RFP. That is an issue the Board must decide, most likely at the December 10, 2009 Board meeting.  
I-710 Project Committee Acts on Air Quality Issues
Last night, over 100 stakeholders representing local communities and governments, environmental organizations and business interests attended the quarterly meeting of the I-710 Project Committee in Paramount, which met to receive progress reports on the work of the I-710 Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) project team. The Project Committee was asked to consider a series of recommendations on air quality and public health analysis put forth by the Corridor Advisory Committee (CAC), a group comprised of community members from the I-710 corridor cities and representatives of region-wide business, environmental, academic and labor interests.

The CAC asked the Project Committee to consider the following:

· Using the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s (SCAQMD) significance thresholds in the EIR/EIS

· Modeling the health impacts of freeway-related air emissions on those closest to the 
I-710 freeway

· Modeling the health impacts of air emissions generated by project construction

· Conducting a comprehensive Health Impact Assessment in the I-710 corridor

The Project Committee concurred with the use of SCAQMD significance thresholds, and asked for more information from staff at its January 2010 meeting before making a decision on the other CAC recommendations.
The I-710 Corridor Project EIR/EIS, which analyzes a range of transportation improvement alternatives for the I-710 freeway between the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach and SR-60, has been underway since early 2008. A Draft EIR/EIS is expected in the fall of 2010. Our partners in the project include Caltrans, the Gateway Cities Council of Governments, Port of Long Beach, Port of Los Angeles, I-5 Joint Powers Authority and Southern California Association of Governments.

Channel 34 Broadcasted Live from the Metro Orange Line

Early this morning, the Spanish language TV station Channel 34 broadcasted live from the Metro Orange Line while riding along buses on the alignment. Metro officials and customers were interviewed on the many benefits of the transit line, which celebrated its 4th anniversary last week and also marked a milestone with the construction of a parking lot on the Metrolink Chatsworth Station on the new Canoga Extension construction project. Maria Reynolds, Operations Manager, Division 8, mentioned that customers were very satisfied with the service, which was confirmed by several patrons interviewed during the trips this morning. The live broadcast aired early this morning.
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