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In this issue:
· San Gabriel Valley Sector Meeting
· Westside Subway Extension Project 

· CEO Q & A for Downtown News
· Expo Construction Notice


	San Gabriel Valley Sector Meeting
This week, Metro's San Gabriel Valley Sector along with Foothill Transit hosted a San Gabriel Valley Transit Providers meeting. The gathering included representatives from the Cities of Pasadena, Monterey Park and El Monte as well as the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works.  
 

San Gabriel Valley Service Development Manager, Scott Page provided an overview of the proposed December service changes and the new Silver Line express service. He also gave an update on the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension opening and on the El Monte Transit Center construction project. Representatives from the cities and transit agencies also shared news about their upcoming service changes and programs.
 

The San Gabriel Valley Sector conducts these meetings on an ongoing basis to update our transit partners on our proposed service changes and to promote improved communication and coordination between Metro and the cities and agencies providing transit in the region.

Westside Subway Extension Project 


The Los Angeles Times has inquired about the Westside Subway Extension, including the likely first segments for construction. The newspaper also inquired about other segments under evaluation that are beyond currently anticipated funding. Planning staff reported that the project is currently undergoing draft environmental review. Based on direction from the Board when the Alternatives Analysis was approved in January 2009, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for the Westside Subway Extension is also evaluating alignments that extend beyond Westwood to include Santa Monica and West Hollywood. While this process has not yet concluded and a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) has not yet been recommended for Board review, Measure R would only fund segments along Wilshire to the Westwood area, with an initial segment to Wilshire/Fairfax. The Westside Subway Extension to Westwood was recently adopted into the Constrained Element of the 2009 Long Range Transportation Plan and selected, along with the Regional Connector, as the candidate projects to seek federal funding. Neither project has yet received any federal cost-sharing commitment at this time. 
 
In order to select the LPA, we must ensure that the alternative selected performs well and can be built and operated within available funding. Therefore, even if the ongoing study determines that a West Hollywood spur or an extension to Santa Monica perform well, they could not be included in the LPA as there is no known funding.  Under current funding scenarios, the subway would reach the Westwood area in 2036. Mayor Villaraigosa has pledged to expedite this and a wide range of countywide transportation projects by seeking new funding sources. The story is expected to run this Sunday.

CEO Q & A for Downtown News

This morning, I participated in a Q & A session for a Downtown News special feature that asks questions of high profile executives working in the Downtown Los Angeles area. The article will feature my answers to a wide range of general transportation topics, including my experience in the transit industry and management philosophy, Measure R funding, the Regional Connector project and recent rail car negotiations with Ansaldobreda.  The Q & A article is expected to run in the Monday, November 23rd edition.

Expo Construction Notice

Over the coming months, construction crews will be working overnight performing activities necessary to connect the existing Metro Blue Line Light Rail System with the Expo Light Rail Transit system that is currently under construction. 

The extensive work necessary to connect these two transit systems started in June 2009 and is expected to continue for approximately ten months. Work activities include track and utility improvements and installation of improved system elements. Starting this month, the work involved will require multiple weekend closures over the next four months, each of which will be noticed separately.  

Please see notice below for the first of these closures scheduled for the weekend of November 20:
What:               

Temporary closure at the intersection of Washington Boulevard and Flower Street for removal and replacement of existing train tracks and foundation 

When:              

Friday, November 20, 2009 through Monday, November 23, 2009
Continuous Work Hours: 9:00 p.m. (Friday) through 4:00 a.m. (Monday)  

                        

Where:             

Construction activities will take place on the Metro Blue Line and Expo Line right-of-way on Flower Street at Washington Boulevard 

Traffic Impacts:            

· Access for all businesses and/or residents will be maintained during this construction activity. 
· Electronic message boards, directional signage and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 
Advisories:       

· Metro Blue Line trains will not operate north of Washington Station.  However, buses will be used to transport passengers between Washington Station and 7th Street/Metro Center.

· Blue Line commuters, local businesses and the driving public will be notified through supplementary written notifications, website updates, press releases and notices on buses and trains as the work progresses.
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
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