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	President Obama Calls for More Infrastructure Spending as Part of Job Creation Plan

Today, President Obama delivered remarks on job creation and economic growth at the Brookings Institution in Washington, DC. As part of those remarks, the President encouraged the federal government to continue investing in the transportation infrastructure projects, as it did under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The portion of his speech regarding transportation infrastructure reads as follows:

“Second, we're proposing a boost in investment in the nation's infrastructure beyond what was included in the Recovery Act, to continue modernizing our transportation and communications networks. These are needed public works that engage private sector companies, spurring hiring all across the country. Already, more than 10,000 of these projects have been funded through the Recovery Act. And by design, Recovery Act work on roads, bridges, water systems, Superfund sites, broadband networks and clean energy projects will all be ramping up in the months ahead. It was planned this way for two reasons:  so the impact would be felt over a two-year period; and, more importantly, because we wanted to do this right.  

The potential for abuse in a program of this magnitude, while operating at such a fast pace, was enormous. So I asked Vice President Biden and others to make sure to the extent humanly possible that the investments were sound, the projects worthy, and the execution efficient.  What this means is that we're going to see even more work -- and workers -- on recovery projects in the next six months than we saw in the last six months. Even so, there are many more worthy projects than there were dollars to fund them. I recognize that by their nature these projects often take time, and will therefore create jobs over time. But the need for jobs will also last beyond next year and the benefits of these investments will last years beyond that. So adding to this initiative to rebuild America's infrastructure is the right thing to do.”

Metro is working with members of our Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation and House and Senate transportation leaders to ensure that any federal funds from a second stimulus package adopted by Congress directly benefit our agency. We expect Congress to begin consideration of a jobs bill prior to the end of this year; however it does not appear that final action on the matter will occur until sometime in the early part of next year. While we do not yet know specific details of the mechanisms Congress will employ to distribute these funds, we expect it will closely resemble current programmatic and policy structures. The major changes in programmatic structure that Congress has discussed over the past year will likely not be included in this jobs/stimulus bill, but rather will wait for the larger reauthorization of the highways/transit legislation which we expect will be deferred until sometime in 2011.

Obama Administration Unveils Text of Rail Safety Regulation

Today, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) formally unveiled a transit safety legislative proposal entitled, “Public Transportation Safety Program Act of 2009.”  For your review, please find attached the legislative language in the proposed legislation. As reported in yesterday’s Daily Brief, last month the Obama Administration released a proposal to establish and enforce minimum rail transit safety standards. These standards would be enforced through the Federal Transit Administration for rail transit systems not already regulated by the Federal Railroad Administration.  Metro’s federal advocates will be monitoring a hearing being held today on this topic by the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee to learn what legislative action, if any, Congress is considering related to federal regulation of public transit safety systems.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091208TransitSafetyBillFinal.pdf
CEO Board Box

Evaluation of BRU Clean Air & Economic Justice Plan

On several occasions, the Bus Riders Union (BRU) has stated that MTA should consider implementing their Clean Air and-Economic Justice Plan as the expenditure plan for the Measure R 20% Operations Funds anticipated over the next 12 years.

The BRU proposes a 2010-2016 expenditure plan for local and federal funds, including Measure R, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the Federal Surface Transportation Act. This Plan is based on the notion of improved urban transportation, economic development and environmental justice through a much larger, more affordable and more efficient bus system.

MTA's ten-year forecast assumes that from 2010 to 2016, MTA's bus operating and capital expenses will total $9 billion. Of this $9 billion, we have identified revenues of about $8.4 billion leaving an approximate annual shortfall of about $100 million per year. This shortfall was reported to the Board as part of the Long Range Transportation Plan adoption and assumes fare changes on July 1, 2010, and every two years, thereafter.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091208_BrdbxBRU_Clean_air_economic_Justice_Plan.PDF
Metro’s Hollywood & Vine Project Honored
At its annual celebration today, the Southern California Design Forum presented its top award for design excellence to Metro’s Hollywood & Vine Project. This development, scheduled for its grand opening celebration in late January of next year, contains a 305 room W Hotel, 143 condominium units, over 275 apartments, including 78 affordable units, and almost 55,000 square feet of retail space. The project occupies almost a full city block directly above Metro’s Hollywood & Vine Station and also contains a bus transfer hub. The project meets LEED sustainability standards and represents the largest mixed-use transit oriented development project so far built in California. 

Metro’s Online News & Feature Service Welcomes Your Input

The Source on Metro.net (www.metro.net/thesource) is a real-time news and feature service that is gaining in popularity (getting more than 11,000 daily page views) and is starting to be cited as a news source by mainstream media and bloggers, but we need your help to keep the material fresh and relevant. Please feel free to contact Steve Hymon, our editor, at steve.hymon1@gmail.com if you have story ideas or comments on transportation issues. Steve is a former Los Angeles Times transportation beat reporter and Pulitzer-prize winning writer who is tracking Metro’s progress on Measure R and many other transportation programs and giving the public context that simply is not available in other forums.
Expo Construction Notice

This construction notice is regarding the temporary closure of the intersection of La Cienega Boulevard and Jefferson Boulevard scheduled for this evening, Tuesday December 8, through Thursday, December 10, 2009.
 When:   
Tuesday, December 8, 2009 through Thursday, December 10, 2009 
Nighttime work hours: 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
 
Traffic Impacts: 
· Northbound traffic on La Cienega Boulevard will be detoured at Rodeo Road and required to follow all appropriate detour signs.
· Southbound traffic on La Cienega Boulevard will be detoured at Jefferson Boulevard and required to follow all appropriate detour signs.
· Directional signage and electronic message boards will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

	

	Metro.net Home | Press Room | Projects & Programs | Meeting Agendas | Riding Metro | Metro Library
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

1 Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, California 90012-2952

Phone: 213-922-6888 Fax: 213-922-7447


