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	House Passes Jobs Bill – No Action Expected in Senate on Bill Until 2010

This evening, the U.S. House of Representatives narrowly adopted a jobs bill (H.R. 2847) that would appropriate over $154 billion for additional assistance to those affected by the recession, for infrastructure projects and for aid to state and local governments. The bill was passed along largely partisan lines by a vote of 217 to 212. The bill includes $27.5 billion for highways and $8.4 billion for transit. The bill would largely apportion its transportation infrastructure funds under the same formulas that were used to distribute transportation funds under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The cost of Title I of the jobs bill, which includes funding for infrastructure programs, is funded by a reduction of Troubled Asset Relief Program borrowing authority from $700 billion to $550 billion. The U.S. Senate is expected to act on its version of a jobs bill next January. We will continue to work with members of our Congressional Delegation to ensure any jobs bill enacted by Congress and signed into law by the President benefits our agency to the greatest extent possible.

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-2847
Actions to Ensure Los Angeles County Remains Eligible for Redistributed 2009 ARRA Funds

In order to ensure that we are eligible to receive any redistributed American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) funds that might be made available by Caltrans, we are endeavoring to obligate all ARRA funds allocated to Los Angeles County within the deadlines that Caltrans has established according to state law. Certain ARRA funds not obligated by other counties or states may be redistributed by Caltrans, but only to counties that have successfully obligated all of their specified ARRA funds. For Los Angeles County to remain eligible for redistributed funding, five steps must be successfully completed by several different responsible parties.

Each step is described in more detail in the attached memo, including specific contacts at the responsible agencies.  
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091216_ARRA_Funds_Actions%20(2).pdf
Fred Jordan Mission 14th Annual Gift Giving Event

This morning, Metro presented the Fred Jordan Mission with more than 2,000 gifts contributed by Metro employees for children and families served by the mission. The 14th annual gift-giving event was presided over by DEO, Linda Wright, Diversity & Economic Opportunity, Willie Jordan, president of the Fred Jordan Mission and me. News media covering the event were Downtown News, Sing Tao Newspapers (Chinese language) and Metro Networks Radio. Stories will run today, tomorrow and next week.
Metro Will Operate 24-hour Service New Year’s Eve on the Metro Orange Line 

This morning, I signed off on operating 24-hour service on the Metro Orange Line New year’s Eve to match Metro Red Line service. The Daily News today criticized Metro for only offering all night service New Year’s Eve on Metro Rail. Considering that the Metro Orange Line has been heavily promoted as a “train on rubber wheels,” an extension of Metro Rail, it makes sense. Media Relations immediately issued a press release. The Daily News has been contacted and asked to do an update.       
http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_204.htm
Media Inquiry on Metro Service to 2010 Tournament of Roses Events 

The Pasadena Star News has inquired about Metro’s New Year’s services to the 2010 Tournament of Roses parade events. Staff reported that, besides free rides and 24-hour service New Year’s Eve, the agency is beefing up train service on the Metro Gold Line to, among other things, accommodate new Eastside riders now able to take direct rail service to Pasadena New Year’s festivities for the first time. We plan to operate nearly all of our available train sets in three-car configurations most of the day, with 7-8 minute headways to and from Pasadena. In previous years, Metro Gold Line New Year’s ridership has ranged between 40,000 and 60,000 boardings. The agency anticipates greater ridership this year as a result of the availability of eight brand new Eastside stations. Metro carried about 75,000 boardings on the opening day of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension. The story is expected to run tomorrow. 
High Speed Rail

Yesterday, key members of our staff and representatives from the high speed rail authority drove the Los Angeles to Palmdale high speed rail alignment from Union Station to Palmdale by way of city streets. The tour crossed the proposed line at numerous locations and the team was able to observe various alignment, station and grade crossing proposals. This “on the ground” preview of the proposed line will greatly assist the Metro team in meetings with cities and stakeholders along the alignment that are scheduled to take place throughout January.

Expo Construction Notice
This Expo construction notice is regarding the temporary closure of Jefferson Boulevard at La Cienega Boulevard and intermittent lane closures on La Cienega Boulevard scheduled for Monday, December 21, 2009 through Friday, January 29, 2010.
 
What:
Temporary Closure of Jefferson Boulevard at La Cienega Boulevard and Intermittent Lane Closures on La Cienega Boulevard
When: 
Monday, December 21, 2009 through Friday, January 29, 2010
Night work hours: Monday through Thursday, 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
Friday, 11:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.
Where:   
Construction crews will be working on eastbound Jefferson Boulevard and on the west side of La Cienega Boulevard along the Exposition right-of-way.
Traffic Impacts:
· Northbound and southbound traffic on La Cienega Boulevard will remain open to through traffic, but will occasionally be reduced to one lane in both directions. Southbound traffic on La Cienega will not be allowed to turn west onto Jefferson Boulevard.
· Eastbound National Boulevard (which turns into eastbound Jefferson Boulevard) will be detoured to southbound Jefferson Boulevard and cars will follow all appropriate detour signs.
· Westbound Jefferson Boulevard will be detoured to southbound La Cienega Boulevard and cars will follow all appropriate detour signs.
· Directional signage and electronic message boards will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
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