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· Update on Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Passenger Activity
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· Expo Construction Notice #1

· Expo Construction Notice #2

	House Stimulus Bill – Fact Sheet
As we shared in yesterdays Daily Brief, the U.S. House of Representatives has adopted a jobs bill (H.R. 2847) that would appropriate over $154 billion for additional assistance to those affected by the recession, for infrastructure projects and for aid to state and local governments. The bill includes $27.5 billion for highways and $8.4 billion for transit. Please find attached a breakdown of the bill’s transit and highway provisions. The U.S. Senate may consider its version of a stimulus bill early next year. Metro staff and our federal advocates will be working with Senate offices to ensure that provisions favorable to our agency are incorporated into the Senate’s version of a stimulus bill.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091217_factsheet.pdf
Update on Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Passenger Activity  

   
The Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension began revenue service on Monday, November 16, 2009. Initial observations indicate that ridership averaged around 9,000 daily boardings on the extension during the second week of December. In addition, ridership increases of five to ten percent on the original Gold Line between Union Station and Sierra Madre can be attributed to the Eastside Extension as passengers are able to travel between the two corridors.

Metro in the Community

December continues to be a busy month for Metro Volunteers as they go into communities to promote public transit. Last week, volunteers gave transit presentations at Morgan Place, an affordable senior housing community on Crenshaw Boulevard in Los Angeles, and at the Hathaway-Sycamores Transitional Living Program in Pasadena. At both venues, the volunteers explained how people can use Metro Bus and Metro Rail to get around Los Angeles, and answered questions regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act, lost and found items, the Transit Access Pass, and how operators are trained to extend customer service to passengers. On Saturday the volunteers will staff a transportation information table at a Green Block Party where the Los Angeles Conservation Corps will plant trees not far from the Metro Blue Line Pico Station. The volunteers will also help with the Fred Jordan Toy Giveaway Program in downtown Los Angeles on Sunday.

Expo Construction Notice #1
This Expo construction notice is regarding the temporary closure of Jefferson and National Boulevards for the setting of beams for the Ballona Creek aerial structure scheduled for Monday, December 21 through Wednesday, December 23, 2009.

 
What:   Temporary Closure of Jefferson and National Boulevards

When:   Monday, December 21, 2009 through Wednesday, December 23, 2009 

Nighttime Work Hours: 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

 
(Construction schedules are subject to change for various reasons including but not limited to: weather conditions, unforeseen emergencies and other acts of nature.)
 
Where: Construction crews will be working at Ballona Creek at the intersection of Jefferson/National Boulevard, along the Exposition right-of-way.

 
Traffic Impacts:
· Eastbound National Boulevard will be detoured to Higuera Street/Rodeo Road via Hayden Avenue or Jefferson Boulevard.

· Local traffic on National Boulevard between Hayden and Eastham Avenues will be maintained.

· Eastbound/Northbound Jefferson Boulevard will be detoured to eastbound Rodeo Road.

· Westbound Jefferson Boulevard will be detoured to southbound La Cienega Boulevard.

· Drivers will be directed to follow all appropriate detour signs.

· Directional signage, flaggers and electronic message boards will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic

Expo Construction Notice #2

Due to last week’s postponement of work at the intersection of Normandie Avenue and Exposition Boulevard, this weekend, Friday, December 18, through Sunday, December 20, 2009, this postponed construction activity will take place. 

 
What:   Temporary Street Closure for Track Crossing Installation on Normandie Avenue 

When: Friday, December 18, 2009 through Sunday, December 20, 2009

Work hours: Friday at 9:00 p.m. through Sunday at 4:00 p.m. 

Where: Normandie Avenue will be closed at the intersection with Exposition Boulevard 

   
Traffic Impacts:    

· NO pedestrian access or vehicular traffic will be allowed to cross the right-of-way or Exposition Boulevard by use of Normandie Avenue, during this construction activity.

· Northbound traffic on Normandie Avenue will be detoured at Exposition Boulevard and southbound traffic on Normandie Avenue will be detoured at Jefferson Boulevard, per the electronic message boards on site at each intersection.

· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 
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