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	CTA Lawsuit Update
This week, the Sacramento Superior Court issued its Judgment in the California Transit Association (CTA) lawsuit regarding state transit funds. This is an additional step towards implementing our victory in the lawsuit. The Court specifically requires repayment to the Public Transportation Account of the funds diverted in 2007-2008 totaling nearly $1.2 billion, and, the Respondents, meaning the State, must report to the court by April 1, 2010 as to exactly how they will comply with this order. While this is a significant and important step, there are still many complications in implementing this decision given the state’s fiscal condition, amongst other factors. Metro staff is working very closely with the Association on this matter.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091218_Judgment_After_Remittitur.pdf
Former MTA Employee Arrested
Today, a former MTA employee suspected of stealing $150,000 in steel railing from a Metro Blue Line Yard was arrested without incident. The arrest occurred after Sheriff’s Deputies responded to a tip that the former employee would be at a restaurant on Whittier Boulevard in La Habra at lunchtime. The suspect was arrested without incident as he was exiting the location.
Sheriff’s officials say the suspect fled out of the state last May before detectives were able to interview him. When the case was presented to the District Attorney's Office in July, a felony arrest warrant was issued for embezzlement against the suspect.
Following today’s arrest, the suspect was transported to the Pico Rivera Sub-Station for booking.

Procurement Postings for Next Week

IFB for Landscape and Irrigation System Maintenance Services

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week for landscape and irrigation system maintenance services for Metro Blue, Green, Red and Gold Line facilities, plus bus divisions and layover lots. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from December 23, 2009, through April 12, 2010.

The services will consist of providing regular maintenance required to maintain the landscaping on Metro properties as specified.  All plants, shrubs, lawns and ground cover must be maintained to a healthy standard, and the accompanying sprinkler and irrigation systems to operate efficiently, and in compliance with local water management ordinances.  Landscape maintenance is necessary to enhance the appearance of Metro properties for the benefit of the riding public and Metro employees.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Wayne Okubo, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7466.

Expo Construction Notice

This is the latest construction notice regarding the temporary intersection of Halldale Avenue and Exposition Boulevard scheduled for Monday, December 21, through Thursday, December 24, 2009.
 
 When: 
          Monday, December 21, 2009 through Thursday, December 24, 2009 
          Work hours: 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Where: 
          Halldale Avenue will be closed at the intersection with Exposition Boulevard along the       

          Exposition right-of-way.
 Traffic Impacts:    
· NO pedestrian access or vehicular traffic will be allowed to cross the right-of-way by using Halldale Avenue during this construction activity.
· Southbound traffic on Halldale Avenue will be required to turn onto westbound Exposition Boulevard and follow detour signs.
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, in addition to celebrating the upcoming holiday, I will be meeting with Assembly Speaker Elect, John Perez (D-46). I will also be meeting with Director Fasana and attending the Metro Holiday Breakfast. 
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