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	Los Angeles Times Focuses on Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s Proposal to Extend Measure R

The Los Angeles Times is expected to post a web story later today further analyzing Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s proposal to indefinitely extend Measure R, which will be highlighted in the Mayor’s State of the City speech tonight. Two reporters interviewed Metro staff and they focused on Metro’s ability to operate new rail lines and debt incurred by bonding. The reporters were informed that Metro can operate the twelve Measure R major transit projects if the projects are accelerated as required by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). However, the Board will have to consider various operating strategies such as distance based fares on an expanding rail system and better integration of the new rail lines, Metro bus service and service provided by the municipal bus operators. The Long Range Transportation Plan calls for a 33 percent fare box recovery ratio but the recovery ratio today is only about 28 percent. The Board would consider this along with other strategies for generating additional operating revenue including joint development and benefit assessment districts around rail stations, opening a dialogue with the feds about operating assistance and more.  

This is all contingent on whether or not the Board pursues a ballot measure, if state enabling legislation passes and if two thirds of the voters approve an extension. Staff noted that if Measure R is extended and bonding takes place to accelerate projects, significant additional debt would be incurred. Staff also noted, however, that the economic and mobility and air quality benefits would be realized much sooner as Metro can beat inflation by building the twelve transit projects within a decade. It was discussed that today’s competitive construction bids and, historically low interest rates would allow Metro, if Measure R is extended, to pay back bonds over a longer period of time with dollars that would have considerably less value over time because of inflation. Moreover, by 2030, even with acceleration of projects, our agency would still have the bonding capacity for other transit projects. 

Metro Expo Line: Additional Information on Stations and Opening Weekend Festivities 
Please join us as we celebrate the opening of the Metro Expo Line! As you know, our agency will offer free rides on the new Expo line during opening weekend. Free rides will be limited to only the Expo Line during Saturday, April 28, 2012 and Sunday, April 29, 2012 during the hours of 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Below you will find a list of the stations along the new Expo Line, which includes Metro bus and rail information, along with popular destinations specific to each station.
· 7th St/Metro Center
Metro Rail: Red/Purple Lines, Blue Line
Metro Bus: 14, 20, 37, 51/52/352, 60, 66, 70, 71, 76, 78/79/378, 81, 96, 450, 460, 487/489, 760, 770, Silver Line
Destinations: FIDM, Los Angeles Central Library, Macy’s Plaza, The Standard 

· Pico
Metro Rail: Blue Line
Metro Bus: 30, 81, 442, 460, Silver Line
Destinations: Los Angeles Convention Center, L.A. LIVE, STAPLES Center 

· 23rd Street
Metro Rail: Blue Line
Metro Bus: 37, 38, 55/355, 81, 442, 450, 460, 603, Silver Line
Destinations: Los Angeles Trade Technical College, Mount St. Mary’s College 

· Jefferson/USC
Metro Bus: 38, 81, 102, 200, 442
Destinations: Flagship Theatres University Village 3, Galen Center, USC 

· Expo Park/USC
Metro Bus: 81, 102, 200, 442, 460, 550, Silver Line
Destinations: California African American Museum, California Science Center, Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, USC 

· Expo/Vermont
Metro Bus: 102, 204, 550, 754
Destinations: Los Angeles Swimming Stadium, Natural History Museum of Los Angeles, USC 

· Expo/Western
Metro Bus: 207
Destinations: James A. Foshay Learning Center, Martin Luther King Jr. Recreation Center 

· Expo/Crenshaw
Metro Bus: 38, 210, 710
Destinations: The Kobbler King, Lula Washington Dance Theatre 

· Farmdale*
Metro Bus: 38
Destinations: Dorsey High School, Rancho Cienega Sports Complex 

· Expo/La Brea
Metro Bus: 38, 212/312
Destinations: Rancho Cienega Sports Complex 

· La Cienega/Jefferson
Metro Bus: 38, 105
Destinations: Target, West Los Angeles College 

· Culver City*
Metro Bus: 33, 534, 733
Destinations: Father’s Office, Pacific Theatres Culver Stadium 12, Royal/T Café

*Please note: Due to on-going construction activities, both the Farmdale and Culver City Stations will not open until this summer. 
In addition to the free rides offered on the Metro Expo Line, several community events are scheduled for Saturday, April 28, 2012 during the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Some of the festivities include live music, karaoke, and local dance performances and entertainment. Please click here for additional information on the opening day festivities. Patrons using other Metro operated trains during opening weekend (Red/Purple, Gold, Green and Blue Lines) are reminded to pay regular fares.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/120418_Expo_Phase_1_Opening_Day_Festivites.pdf


	Metro.net Home | Press Room | Projects & Programs | Meeting Agendas | Riding Metro | Metro Library
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

1 Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, California 90012-2952

Phone: 213-922-6888 Fax: 213-922-7447


