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	Metro Team Selected For Climate Leadership Academy  (Brad) 

A team representing Metro was selected to participate in a special BRT workshop as part of the “Climate Leadership Academy: Accelerating Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)”, sponsored by the Institute for Sustainable Communities and funded through a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation. The event is scheduled to be held in Cleveland, Ohio in late March 2012. The peer learning workshop will be a unique opportunity to exchange ideas with national experts and peers from across the country, learn about promising practices, and help advance BRT systems. The team of five consists of representatives from the City of Los Angeles Mayor’s office and Department of Transportation, as well as representatives from Metro’s Regional Transit Planning, Service Planning & Scheduling, and Government Relations departments. Metro was encouraged to apply for this special workshop and only a limited number of applicants were selected.     
 Metro, OCTA, and VCTC Update on Rail 2 Rail Program Negotiations (Raffi)
Metrolink has continued negotiations with Caltrans and Amtrak regarding the Rail 2 Rail program and an agreement may soon be reached. The Rail 2 Rail program allows Metrolink monthly pass holders to ride an Amtrak train within the stations on their ticket.  This program has proven to be very popular with Metrolink riders and increases commuting options for our customers. The solution being discussed will allow Metrolink to move one of its earlier trains into the peak period to accommodate demand from Metrolink customers. While we are encouraged that an agreement may be near, we continue to be concerned that neither Caltrans nor Amtrak have ever provided data which substantiated their assertions that the program crowded Amtrak trains or resulted in a loss of revenue. In particular Amtrak has never submitted data indicating their service to be overcrowded. The CEO’s from Metro, the Orange County Transportation Authority, Ventura County Transportation Commission and Metrolink sent this letter to Caltrans expressing our concerns in this regard. 
Rail-Volution National Conference – Local Host Committee Collaboration (Alice Tolar)
Metro’s countywide planning staff facilitated the first in a series of Local Host Committee Planning Meetings preparing for Rail~Volution, an annual, nation-wide conference to promote building livable communities with transit, to be held in Los Angeles from October 14-17, 2012. Attended by more than eighty members representing Metro Board Members, staff, and elected officials, as well as countywide partners from both the public and private sectors, advocacy groups, County of Los Angeles Public Health, and institutions of higher learning, the following sub-committees were identified to assist with mobile workshop planning: Major Transit Projects, Bicycle Planning for Mobility and Accessibility, Pedestrian Planning for Mobility and Accessibility, Land Use and Transit, Urban Livability – Defining Communities, 21st Century Planning: What the past has taught us…What the future holds. Next steps include development of mobile workshops that spotlight the countywide effort toward more livable cities through transit in the Los Angeles County.
SR – 710 Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) (Susan Gilmore)
Last night, approximately 40 members of the SR-710 TAC met in Alhambra to review early milestones in the SR 710 EIS/R planning process. The role of the TAC is to review technical analyses and provide feedback on technical materials and project information to Metro and Caltrans and to share information with member agencies and/or jurisdictions. The TAC provided its preliminary input on the Transportation System Analysis, Elements of the Need Statement, the Alternatives Evaluation Framework, and Project Goals and Objectives.  

The TAC is comprised of City Managers/Public Works Directors of Alhambra, Arcadia, Burbank, Duarte, El Monte, Glendale, La Canada Flintridge, Los Angeles, Monrovia, Monterey Park, Pasadena, Rosemead, San Gabriel, San Marino, Sierra Madre, South Pasadena, Temple City, as well as representatives from the County of Los Angeles, SCAG, SGVCOG, SCAQMD, California Office of Historic Preservation, US Army Corps of Engineers, USEPA, Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, Caltrans District 7, Southern California Regional Rail Authority, Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company, Union Pacific Railroad and USACE (Los Angeles District).  
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