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	Media Covers Law Enforcement Crackdown on Drivers & Pedestrians Violating Traffic Laws along Metro Blue Line 

TV news channels 2,4,5,7,9,11, 34, 52, 62, Time Warner, La Opinion and Latino California covered an early morning Metro Blue Line safety event at the Florence Station. Following brief speeches by Deputy CEO Paul Taylor and LASD Captain Holly Perez, about 20 LASD and LAPD motorcycle and patrol car officers fanned out to cite motorists and pedestrians engaged in unsafe behavior along an approximate seven mile stretch of the Blue Line alignment from the Florence to Artesia stations. Despite the strong presence of officers, citations were even issued right around the Florence Station.  These Blue Line safety events are periodically held along different segments of the light rail alignment to highlight the need for the public to pay attention and observe all the safety rules so accidents can be prevented. News stories are expected throughout the day and evening.
Inquiry on Public Labor Agreement Board Item

A Los Angeles Times editorial writer inquired about the Public Labor Agreement (PLA) item on Thursday’s Board agenda. The writer may compose an editorial before Thursday’s meeting. Media Relations and Michelle Caldwell, our Chief Administration Services Officer, discussed the key advantages of the proposed PLA. Particularly, how it will ensure that a host of future transit and highway projects have the necessary skilled labor, and how to target workers who live in economically disadvantaged areas. Staff also noted that many public agencies around the nation have PLAs; however our agency will be the first transit agency to have one that covers federally funded projects.

The writer asked if the PLA will increase costs of construction and if the disadvantaged worker hiring targets will negatively impact the projects. Caldwell noted that Metro has researched those questions and found no evidence that the PLA will hike the cost of projects. Competition should prevent additional costs. Union leaders have agreed to increase the targets to 40 percent and feel confident that they will be able to supply the necessary skilled workers. 
Requests for Mitigation During Wilshire Ramp Closures
The I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Construction Relations is team is working with Bus Operations, Commuter Services and Communications to implement a program that will encourage the use of transit during the impactful I-405 construction activities related to the Wilshire Loops. Staff is evaluating a number of options that focus on incentives to employees in Century City and Westwood in the form of commuter information and rideshare resources to minimize the necessary vehicle trips around the Wilshire Loops construction activities. Both UCLA and the Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic (FAST) organization have communicated their concern regarding congestion from this construction activity and have stated their support for Metro to examine a range of options for mitigation efforts including fare reductions within the area of impact. Anticipated for April 2012, the construction activities will consist of building two fly-over ramps which curve above the freeway for the next 21 months. One will carry traffic exiting the SB I-405 over the freeway to EB Wilshire Boulevard. The other fly-over will carry WB Wilshire Boulevard traffic to the SB I-405. The fly-over ramps, roughly 30' above street level will create a new profile of the Wilshire Boulevard/I-405 interchange. Construction Relations will provide a detailed report on the outreach efforts for this activity at a future Construction Committee meeting.
Art on the Orange Line Extension: Canoga Station  

Creative Services is pleased to share behind-the-scenes photos of the artwork being fabricated for the new Orange Line Canoga Station on The Source. Like the existing Orange Line, each station on the Extension—which stretches from Canoga Park to Chatsworth—will include works of art that connect the stations with the surrounding community. Canoga Station features the work of artist Ken Gonzales-Day and consists of two stone and glass mosaic pavings and two art panels. The mosaic pavings depict kaleidoscopic views of native manzanita and oak trees, inviting passengers to find shapes and faces hidden within the patterns. As with all Metro Art projects, the work is intended to enhance the experience of using transit.  Click here for today's post on The Source showing photographs of highly skilled artisans in the process of assembling the mosaic elements of the station artwork.  
http://thesource.metro.net/2012/01/24/art-for-the-orange-line-western-imaginary-by-ken-gonzales-day/
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