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	Metro CEO on KPCC’s The Patt Morrison Show

This afternoon, I participated in KPCC’s The Patt Morrison Show. During the half hour interview, discussions took place regarding the several upcoming Metro projects including the opening of the Metro Orange Line Extension planned for later this year, the Expo Line, Westside Subway, the downtown Regional Connector, construction taking place on the Foothill Extension of the Metro Gold Line, and the status of construction on the I-405 freeway project. Additionally, Patt and I discussed other transit issues such as High Speed Rail, congestion pricing, and high gas prices.
103rd Street Station Area Tour With Congresswoman and Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) 

Metro Planning and Creative Services staff participated in a City of Los Angeles organized tour of the Watts Our Town project area adjacent to the 103rd Street Station. Honorable Congresswoman Laura Richardson, Rocco Landesman, Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), and representatives from the offices of: Congresswoman Maxine Waters, Congresswoman Linda Sanchez, Senator Roderick D. Wright, Councilmember Buscaino, and Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa attended the tour along with representatives from the Watts Labor Action Committee, Harbor-Watts Economic Development Corporation, Watts Towers Art Center and City of Los Angeles staff. The City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural affairs was awarded $250,000 by the National Endowment for the Arts for master planning and design work focusing on the Watts community. The project aims to use the arts, public transportation and environmental sustainability strategies to increase the quality of life for residents and visitors to Watts. Metro is a partner in the Our Town initiative, advising on design linkages between the 103rd Street Station and a visitor center along with artist pathways and streetscape enhancements which are included in the project.
Artwork on the Expo Line: Jefferson/USC Station
The Source has posted sneak preview photos of the artwork fabrication and installation for the Expo Line Jefferson/USC Station. The artworks, by artist Samuel Rodriguez, are made of hand-glazed, hand-cut ceramic mosaic and feature twenty separate panels with unusual juxtapositions—building facades, vintage rail cars, human figures and mythical creatures. The panels also incorporate bicycle imagery and resemble the layout of a comic book. Please click here to view the images.
http://thesource.metro.net/2012/03/01/art-for-the-expo-line-urban-dualities-by-samuel-rodriguez/
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Closures to Begin Friday Night

The I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements contractor is scheduled to implement additional full directional freeway closures in order to further construct the falsework structure for the Mulholland Bridge. The falsework structure is designed to facilitate the reconstruction by providing temporary support to the bridge. The directional full freeway closures will take place from the 101 freeway to the Getty Center Drive ramps and are scheduled for six nights beginning Friday, March 2, 2012, weather permitting. Each night, ramps within the freeway closure limits may begin to close as early as 7:00 p.m. and freeway lanes will begin to close as early as 10:00 p.m., leading up to the full directional freeway closure between the hours of 12:00 am, midnight, and 5:00 am.  The table below provides details of the anticipated closure schedule: 
Closure Location
Anticipated Night
Northbound I-405 freeway from Getty Center Drive to Ventura Blvd.
 (freeway lanes closures staring at 10:00 pm)
March 2 & 3
Southbound I-405 freeway from the 101 freeway to Getty Center Dr.
(freeway lanes closures staring at 10:00 pm)
March 5 & 6
Southbound I-405 freeway from the 101 freeway to Getty Center Dr.
(freeway lanes closures staring at 10:00 pm)
March 12 & 13
Sepulveda Boulevard will remain open during the nights of the full directional freeway closures and will be used as a detour route. To view detour maps, a listing of daily closures and for the latest updates, please visit our website at www.metro.net/405.  Emergency access will be maintained at all times. Please note that Metro Media Relations provided an overview of construction work and associated closures for KFI radio this afternoon. 
Metro Orange Line Extension Street Closures

Full Street Closure and Final Street Paving

As part of the continuing construction activities for the Metro Orange Line Extension, the Contractor will be implementing continuous street closures for the final street paving. To minimize construction impacts to the community, the closures will be implemented at night. Full street closures will take place along the intersections of Canoga Avenue and Roscoe Boulevard as well as at Canoga Avenue and Nordhoff Street. The closure will affect traffic traveling north along Canoga Avenue. Full street closures are scheduled to begin on Friday, March 2, 2012 through Saturday, March 3, 2012 from approximately 9:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., on both days. To view the complete construction notice, please click here. 

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/120301_Full_Street_Closure_Roscoe_Nordhoff.pdf
Lassen Street Full Street Closure 
As part of the continuing construction activities for the Metro Orange Line Extension, the Contractor will be removing the temporary bridge framework. To minimize construction impacts to the community, the Lassen Street closure will be implemented at night. Full street closures on Lassen Street between Remmet Avenue and Old Depot Road are scheduled to begin on Monday, March 5, 2012 through Friday, March 9, 2012, from approximately 9:00 p.m. until 6:00 a.m., daily. To view the complete construction notice, please click here. 

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/120301_Full_Street_Closure_Lassen.pdf
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