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	Mayor, Metro Directors and CEO Along with other Officials Promote America Fast Forward 

This morning I joined Los Angeles Mayor and Metro Board Chair Antonio Villaraigosa, Metro Directors Richard Katz and Mel Wilson, along with labor and business leaders at a press event held at the Metro Orange Line construction site in Chatsworth. This event served as an opportunity to urge Congress to quickly pass a new federal transportation bill that includes the America Fast Forward element. The Mayor and other speakers noted that America Fast Forward (AFF) enjoys national bipartisan support. AFF was incorporated in the Senate transportation bill overwhelmingly approved last week. The bill will also allow Metro and other agencies across America to leverage local tax resources with federal low interest loans and other financing to accelerate construction of transit and highway projects that will help spur the economy by creating badly needed construction jobs. Additionally, taxpayers will be able to help beat inflation, take advantage of competitive bids in the current market, and it is also expected that the sooner the projects are completed; the sooner traffic will be improved. Channels 4 and 7, KNX/KFWB radio, Daily News, and other media attended and stories are expected today.
Artwork on the Expo Line: La Cienega/Jefferson Station
The Source continues to post sneak preview photos of the artwork fabrication and installations along the Metro Expo Line. The latest is a post on the Expo Line La Cienega/Jefferson Station. The artworks, by artist Daniel Gonzalez, are made of hand-glazed, hand-carved porcelain and feature eight separate panels with a series of black and white imagery illustrating the history of the Ballona Creek and the surrounding area. The art panels reference the Mission and Californio periods, the film industry and contemporary art scene, as well as the Baldwin Hills dam break of 1967. The Ballona Creek flows through several art panels, visually linking the images across time. Please click here to view the images.
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