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	Media Follows Up This Morning on Fatal Bus Operator Shooting

This morning Metro Service Operations Superintendent James “Woody” Woodson and Media Relations staff participated in media interviews held in West Hollywood where a Metro bus operator was fatally shot on Sunday, May 2, 2012. Metro again expressed condolences to the operator’s family and stated our agency was stunned by the senseless killing. Yesterday, I told reporters that it was the first time I could recall a bus operator being murdered during my career in Los Angeles. I immediately went out to the scene of the shooting and then spent time consoling operators. The murder is currently under investigation and a suspect is in custody. I urge all employees and their families to take part in our Employee Assistance Program (EAP) through ComPsyche at 877-335-5327 for assistance with dealing with any feelings of grief, anxiety, depression and stress related to Sunday’s incident. Stories will air throughout the day on Channels 2, 4, 5, 7, 11 and KNX radio, among other media outlets. Additionally, a vigil will take place tonight at 7:30 p.m. on Santa Monica Boulevard between Knoll Road, a block west of La Cienega. 
LA Express Park Opening Event 
This morning, Chair Villaraigosa and I joined City of Los Angeles Councilwoman Jan Perry, South Park BID General Manager Daryl Landis, and Ray Tellis (Federal Transit Administration), along with City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation staff and Downtown Los Angeles stakeholders, to kick-off the launch of LA Express Park, a one-year pilot program that will use new parking technology in a 4.5 square mile area in Downtown Los Angeles to provide motorists with alternative payment options and real-time parking availability information. Metro provided project funding of $15 million as part of a federal grant. The project will test ways technology can help increase the availability of limited parking spaces, reduce traffic congestion and air pollution, and encourage the use of alternative modes of transportation. LA Express Park is a component of the Los Angeles Congestion Reduction Demonstration (Metro ExpressLanes Program). A number of media outlets attended today’s event, and stories are expected to run throughout the day and tomorrow. For more information on LA Express Park, please visit laexpresspark.org and for more information on the Metro ExpressLanes Program, please visit metro.net/expresslanes. 

Media Follows Up on Expo Safety Report in Los Angeles Times

Today, various media outlets completed brief reports on the Los Angeles Times Expo safety story that ran on page one this morning. The article focused on the junction at Flower and Washington in downtown Los Angeles where Blue Line and Expo trains cross. Blue Line southbound trains make a sharp curve at this junction. Two years ago Metro Operations staff noticed the wheels of its rail cars were experiencing excessive wear and notified the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) about our concerns. Since then there have been several modifications of the track and inspectors say that as a result they have not seen excessive track and vehicle wear. However, under an agreement with CPUC, Metro staff does frequent inspections and are engaging in long term tests to see if there could be long-term maintenance issues resulting from the track modifications. This morning, Media Relations staff told KNX live that safety is not an issue and Blue Line trains have logged hundreds of thousands of miles through the junction in the past two years without incident. Also noted was that neither Metro nor the CPUC would allow train operations through the junction if it was not safe but we are carefully monitoring vehicle and track for signs of excessive wear. Channels 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, KFWB and Metro Networks radio and other media this morning prepared brief reports on this story.
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