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Pathways to Freedom: Juneteenth Celebration 2016

Yesterday, Metro Board Member Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker joined Metro's African American Employee 
Association (AAEA) in closing celebrations for Juneteenth - the oldest known celebration commemorating the 
ending of slavery in the United States - by participating in a panel discussion and forum to discuss the 
pathways to political, economic, educational and cultural freedoms travelled over the years. 

Juneteenth is recognized throughout the month of June with the theme this year being "Pathways to 
Freedom." Metro's opening event was a reflection on the many pathways utilized in achieving various 
freedoms. There is much relevance to the transportation industry and the role of transportation in the 
facilitation of freedom. Transportation played a major role in literally guiding slaves in their escape, and later 
providing employment, and opportunities for personal advancement. Thank you Metro AAEA for another year 
of excellent recognition of this significant commemoration. 

Metro Receives Tom Bradley Equal Opportunity Award 

On Wednesday, the Southern California Chapter of the American Society for Public Administration (ASPA) 
held their 68th Annual Awards and Installation Luncheon at the California Endowment in Los Angeles. On 
behalf of Metro, I was proud to receive the Tom Bradley Equal Opportunity Award presented for successfully 
promoting equal opportunity in the workplace or the community. I appreciate City of Duarte Councilmember 



and incoming Metro Board Chair John Fasana for presenting this award to Metro. Among Metro's 
contributions to equal opportunity are: leadership programs, opportunities for small/disadvantaged/veteran-
owned businesses, and elevating women and minorities in the workplace and on construction projects.

For over 67 years, the Southern California ASPA Chapter has hosted an annual awards banquet to recognize 
individuals and organizations that have made a significant and sustained impact in the field of Public 
Administration in both the professional and academic realms.

Bus Arrival Sign Installation Complete at CSUN Transit Plaza

As part of our commitment to improve service and encourage ridership at California State University –
Northridge (CSUN), Metro completed installation of a bus arrival sign this week at the CSUN Transit Center. 
Metro bus patrons can now easily see which bus is arriving next and follow a countdown in minutes to its 
arrival. In addition, this week, as part of the June service changes, Metro added new later evening service on 
Metro local Line 239 and Rapid Line 744 to better accommodate late-night class dismissals.

This arrival sign is part of a larger pilot study funded by a grant from the Federal Transit Administration for 
bus stop information improvements. Other signs from this pilot study have been installed along Cesar E. 
Chavez Avenue, Hill Street in Downtown LA and other areas in partnership with the City of LA’s Great Streets 
Initiative. A more broad-based project to install 300 additional bus arrival signs at various bus shelters across 
LA County is in development. I want to thank Paula Carvajal from Metro Vendor/Contract Management and 
Al Martinez with Metro IT for working quickly to implement this new sign at CSUN.



Metro Hosts Crenshaw/LAX Joint Development Networking Events

On June 16 and June 28, Metro Joint Development and the Diversity and Economic Opportunity Department 
(DEOD), in partnership with the Crenshaw/LAX Community Leadership Council, hosted the first of its kind 
“Building Partnerships” events. I want to thank Metro Board Chair and LA County Supervisor Mark Ridley-
Thomas, Metro Board Member and City of Inglewood Mayor James Butts, and Metro Board Member 
Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker for delivering welcoming remarks. 

Modeled after Metro’s “Meet the Primes” program, the events offered networking opportunities for the more 
than 150 developers, professional and construction service providers, community-based organizations, non-
profits, and SBE/DBE/DVBE firms in attendance that may be interested in forming teams to respond to 
upcoming Requests for Proposals for Joint Development opportunities along the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Line. 
More information on the Crenshaw/LAX Joint Development program can be found here.  

Procurement Postings

Landscape & Irrigation Maintenance Services for Expo Line Phase II (IFB)
Metro will release an Invitation for Bid (IFB) to procure landscape and irrigation maintenance services 
throughout Metro Expo Line Phase II rail facilities. The procurement process blackout period is expected to 
run from Thursday, July 7, 2016 through Thursday, October 27, 2016.

Landscape and Irrigation maintenance services are needed for the Metro Expo Line Phase II rail facilities that 
include one (1) parking structure and two (2) parking lots. The alignment will be primarily at-grade, parallel to 
Interstate 10. The Metro Expo Line Phase II light rail is a 6.6 mile extension of the Expo Line Phase I 
traveling between Culver City and the City of Santa Monica.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only 
be answered by Rommel Hilario, Senior Contract Administrator at (213) 922-4654.

Negative Grounding Devices (IFB)
Metro will release an Invitation for Bid to procure Negative Grounding Devices. The procurement process 
blackout period is expected to run from Thursday, June 30, 2016 through Friday, December 30, 2016.

This procurement is for the purchase of Twenty (20) Negative Grounding Devices for Metro’s Green Line 
Substation complete with installation instructions, training and manuals.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only 
be answered by Aryani Guzman, Assistant Contract Administrator at (213) 922-1387. 

Construction Notices - Regional Connector, Purple Line Extension, I-5

Regional Connector Transit Project:
Series of Weekend Closures in Little Tokyo Come to an End
During the months of May and June the Regional Connector project implemented a series of weekend 
closures to complete utility relocation, pile and decking installation at the intersection of 1st St. and Alameda 
St.  With support from the Little Tokyo and Arts District communities and the City of Los Angeles, the project 
was able to increase productivity and saved four months of future street closures, minimizing overall impacts 



to the community. The completion of cut and cover activities on Alameda St. now allow the project to focus on 
tunneling construction.

Metro Purple Line Extension Project: Traffic Reconfiguration -- Wilshire/Fairfax

• The reconfiguration will require lane reductions throughout the weekend to install k-rail (concrete
barriers) and restripe Wilshire in preparation for pile installation at Fairfax.

• There will be left turn pocket restrictions on Wilshire at Fairfax, Orange Grove, and Ogden.
• Work takes place Friday, July 1 at 9:00 p.m. through Monday, July 4 at 6:00 a.m.

Caltrans Interstate 5: All Construction Updates here. 

"Example, whether it good or bad, has a powerful influence, and the higher in rank 
the officer is who sets it, the more striking it is."

   ~George Washington 

Metro.net | Board Meetings | Projects & Programs | The Source | Getting Around | Trip Planner

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™

Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.

View this email online. 

Metro (LACMTA) 1 Gateway Plaza
Los Angeles, CA | 90012-2952 US

This email was sent to
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.


