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FTA Acting Administrator Allocates Funds for Purple Line Extension Section 3 and Tours Regional
Connector Project

Last week, we were pleased to welcome Acting Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Administrator K. Jane
Williams and her team including FTA Region 9 Director Ray Tellis to Metro where we had an opportunity to
update them on Metro’s projects and programs. After a discussion with some of the Metro Senior Leadership
Team, we went to the Regional Connector field office for a briefing on the project and a full tour of the
construction site. 

Prior to this visit, I announced to the Board that the FTA allocated $100 million for the Westside Purple Line
Extension Section 3 Project. This allocation is a strong indication that the FTA intends to enter into a long-
term funding agreement for this project. Metro is very appreciative of the FTA’s full support for the Westside
Purple Line Extension Section 3 Project. I want to thank our Federal Affairs team of Senior Director Raffi
Hamparian, Senior Manager Michael Davies, and Senior Manager Marisa Yeager for their diligent and
focused work with the FTA. More information and a video of construction can be viewed on The Source.  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/jis0lc/vfqy4lb/zmqir5
https://t.e2ma.net/click/jis0lc/vfqy4lb/ffrir5


Opening of New Landscape Plaza at Lankershim Depot in North Hollywood

Last week, I joined Metro Board Member and Los Angeles City Council Member Paul Kerkorian and
landscape consultant Tom Michali at the a Lankershim Depot in North Hollywood for a ribbon cutting
ceremony for a newly landscaped public plaza. Metro has added a new landscaped plaza in front of historic
Lankershim Train Depot where Metro riders, residents and visitors can congregate in a peaceful garden
setting near the popular Orange and Red Line bus and subway stations. Metro’s “California Garden”-inspired
theme adds colorful, drought-tolerant perennials, California natives, and succulent accent plants to the new
plaza. 

In developing this corner of its transit property, Metro sought to re-create a thriving public space that was
originally built at Lankershim Depot around 1914.  The park was originally used for town concerts and local
events. Today, the public can now use this space to enjoy a cup of coffee from Groundwork Coffee located
within Lankershim Depot or relax and read before walking to their bus or train.  

We want to thank Metro landscape contractors Mott-McDonald and Anil Verma Associates for implementing
the concept of sustainable development for the new landscaped plaza, which includes low water usage and
highly efficient irrigation systems. Plantings were specifically chosen to thrive in the State’s perpetual drought
conditions. More photos and information can be found on The Source.  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/jis0lc/vfqy4lb/v7rir5


Metro Employee Email Project Complete

I am happy to announce that Metro ITS has completed the Employee Email Project ahead of schedule and
installed new Internet Workstations at various locations. As you may recall, this project was in response to a
Metro Employee Engagement Survey. As of October 31, 2018 all current and future Metro employees have
access to their Metro email accounts. The email account provides further access to Office 365 and the
employee portal/MYmetro. 

This was a tremendous team effort made possible by contributions from and cooperation between many
departments including Operations, Office of the CEO, Human Capital & Development, Communications, and
Office of Extraordinary Innovation. This collaboration is consistent with our vision statement to provide
excellence in service and support. 

Reduced Fare Student Pass Pilot Project at Crenshaw High School

Last Friday, Metro Mobile Customer Center (MCC) team together with Chief Communications Officer,
Pauletta Tonilas, launched the SLATE-Z/Metro Reduced Fare Student Pass Pilot Project at Crenshaw High.
The purpose of the pilot project is to increase student access to public transportation within the SLATE-Z
Promise Zone.

For the past several months, Metro has partnered with the LA Unified School District (LAUSD) and the South
LA Transit Empowerment Zone (SLATE-Z) to establish a process, so that more students can access our
steeply discounted, $24/month, unlimited rides Metro TAP Reduced Fare Student Pass. LAUSD Board
Member Dr. George J. McKenna III provided the leadership to identify Crenshaw High School as the first
launch of this pilot project. Moving forward, the MCC and LAUSD teams will coordinate with all 12 high
schools within the SLATE-Z geographic area to ensure their participation in the pilot. 

Metro Supports 4th District Inaugural Veteran Resource Day

https://t.e2ma.net/click/jis0lc/vfqy4lb/b0sir5
https://t.e2ma.net/click/jis0lc/vfqy4lb/rstir5


Metro recently coordinated with Metro Board Member and LA County 4th District Supervisor Janice Hahn to
support the Inaugural Veteran Resource Day. The event took place last Friday at Liberty Community Plaza, in
Whittier. The Veteran Resource Day met the needs of the 4th District’s homeless veteran community and
provided them with a comprehensive array of services throughout the day. Importantly, it showcased a
coordinated and collaborated partnership with all the major resource facilities within the Gateway Cities, and
Los Angeles area providing the necessary assistance. 

Metro provided TAP and support staff and the “Metro Experience”, which served as entertainment to the
Veteran/homeless population for the day. This special occasion provided an opportunity for Veterans of all
branches of the military to come together and receive support and vital services to help improve their lives.
The 1st ever Veteran Resource Day hosted over 25 vendors and 250 Homeless Veterans & Their Families
throughout the day. 

On behalf of Metro Veterans Program & Metro TAP Department I would like to personally thank every person
that collaborated in efforts to ensure our organization was well represented in full force at the event. Thanks
to Metro Veteran Program Manager Dennis Tucker for leading these efforts on behalf Human Capital &
Development (HCD), Talent Management, and Metro Veterans Program. 

Next Stop: Retirement

Serving the public many years through Metro and our predecessor agencies is truly a special commitment. I
want to recognize and say thank you to those who have retired this past month after serving at Metro for
more than 15 years. We sincerely appreciate all the hard work, dedication, and time that went into improving
the mobility of Los Angeles County. I am sure you have inspired others through your accomplishments and
have served as a role model to those that are beginning their careers at Metro. We wish you all a wonderful
retirement full of happiness, success and good health.

Name Title/Division Years of Service 

Tommy Morris Property Maintainer A - Wayside Sys. Facility Maint. 32.5

Dennis Sanford Equip. Maintenance Supervisor - Maintenance, Admin. 28.5 

Sandra Guerro Bus Operator - Division 2 24.75

Ruth Castillo Bus Operator - Division 13 17.5 

Procurement Postings

Passenger Vans (IFB) 
Metro released an Invitation for Bids (IFB) to procure Passenger Vans.  The procurement process blackout
period is expected to run from Friday, November 30, 2018 through Wednesday, March 13, 2019.

This procurement is for five (5) 15 seat-passenger vans to replace existing vehicles in the current fleet to
support bus and rail operations.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only
be answered by Aryani L. Guzman, Contract Administrator at (213) 922-1387.

Art Conservation Technician Services (RFP) - Small Business Prime 
Metro will release a Request for Proposal (RFP) for professional services for the Art Conservation Technician
Services.  This solicitation is open to Metro Certified Small Businesses only. The procurement process
blackout period is expected to run from Tuesday, December 4, 2018 through Tuesday, February 19, 2019.



Metro is seeking professional services for a specialized art conservation technician, intended to provide
visual inspections, minor maintenance, specialized repairs, documentation and cataloguing services of
permanent and temporary artwork.  Services will cover a wide range of projects for both infrastructure and
facilities integrated artwork.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only
be answered by Angela Mukirae, Sr. Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4156. 

Construction Notices: Regional Connector, Purple Line, I-5

Regional Connector: Concrete Placement at Grand Ave Arts/Bunker Hill Station 
Each day new walls are erected at the future Grand Av Arts/Bunker Hill Station in downtown L.A. Concrete
pours are scheduled intermittently as this two-year process to build the station's infrastructure advances on
the Regional Connector Transit Project. Learn more here. 

Purple Line Extension Project 
Beginning Monday, December 3 through Friday, December 7 the design-builder will be conducting various
construction activies that may impact traffic. Please see details of work, detours and additional information on
the project webpage, here.  

Caltrans Interstate 5: All Construction Updates here.

"One that would have the fruit must climb the tree."

~ Thomas Fuller
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Bus & Rail Transit information 
323.GO.METRO (323.466.3876)
6:30am - 7pm (Monday - Friday)
8:00am - 4:30pm (Saturday/Sunday)


